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~It READER FORUM 

"We Can't Go Back-But" 

For officers of a certain ilk, Colonel 
William L. Hauser's "Professional Writ· 
ing: A Professional Obligation" (Military 
Review, August 1974) provided stimula· 
tion and a point around which to rally. 
His letter (Military Review, October 
1974) rebuffing Brigadier General J. 
McKinley Gibson's "We Can't Go Back­
But" (Military Review, July 1974) was 
disappointing. 

Imagination springs not only from the 
maturing professional officer, but also 
from the fully developed professional 
officer. The usual distinction between 
these two classes of officers is one of 
perspective. A fresh, not necessarily new, 
approach to a topic may well come from 
that officer who has spent an en tire 
career in analyzing what makes a military 
unit a good one and what environment 
best allows for professional and social 
development. This approach may be far 
more valid in fact than the opinions of 
less experienced officers whose analyses 
may not be tempered with the wisdom of 
reality and time 

General Gibson's article seemed to 
have been intended not as "a retreat into 
yesteryear," but as a point of takeoff for 
further serious consideration and discus­
sion of what should be done now in 
preparation for the next war. The glean­
ings of "some 30-odd years" cannot be 
dismissed categorically. 

The kernel of an dfficer corps remain­
-ing after the reduction in force of recent 
years consists of many professional com­
pany grade officers who are imbued with 
atavistic approaches to what an army 
should be. This atavism is highly qual­
ified, however. There is no intent to 
return to yesteryear lock, stock and 

2 

barrel. Traditions which stimulate true 
loyalty to the officer and NCO corps and 
to the individual soldier are sought; hard 
work which ensures a commander's men 
are cared for is sought; and proper nurtur­
ing (not coddling) of subordinates is 
sought_ Many soldiers yearn for these 
things and there should be no reason that 
certain traditions should not be returned 
to the present operation of a modem 
army. 

General Gibson may be saying that 
what appeared to be socially good for the 
Army of 30 years ago may still be good 
for it today. To carry the idea further, it 
also might be good sociologically for the 
local community. Colonel Hauser dwells 
on society in terms of social circles. 
General Gibson seems to be writing about 
community, though some references are 
made in the context of "high society." 
The Army might well take the lead in 
slowing the rush of society as it has taken 
the lead in other areas of social reform. 

Perhaps the pendulum has swung be· 
yond the point of the economic feasibil­
ity of returping to regimental posts. 
Perhaps it has not. No US Army posts 
with divisions conduct division-size ma­
neuvers daily. That does not mean divi­
sion-size installations have no value. It 
also does not mean that the larger instal­
lations could not provide training op­
portunities and facilities similar to those 
provided at the Grafenwoehr complex in 
West Germany, and in the same marmer. 
General Gibson's article has merit. 

CPT Michael Kjolsrud, USA 

(l"ontlnul'd on pag-e 111) 
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The Rained-Out War ., 
On 3 July 1754, George Washington 

with a British force of 300 men fought 
1000 French and Indians at Fort Neces­
sity in Pennsylvania. Badly outnumbered, 
annihilation for the colonials seemed in­
evitable. 

A torrential rain began. The colonials 
stood in trenches with water to their 
knees_ The battle and the rain continued 
into darkness. At midnight, the French 
commander demanded Washington's sur­
render. Washington refused. About 300 
French and Indians had been killed or 
wounded. The colonials lost 30 killed, 70 
wounded_ Both sides were watersoaked 
and weary_Because the downpour had 
ruined more than half of the gunpowder 
on both sides, both agreed to an armi­
stice. 

The next morning, Washington and his 
men marched out, as he later reported, 
"with all the honors of war _ . _ with our 
drums beating and our colors flying." 

This was probably the only military 
battle in history that was called on 
account of rain! 

Harry Edward Neal 

On Gobbledygook 

Perhaps I, a civilian newspaperman 
with no superior officer looking over my 
shoulder, can most safely protest the 
windy gobbledygook that clogs too many 
articles in your otherwise fine review. 

I suggest that muddy, pretentious 
writing is bad enough in the daily news 
and mass of business communication, and 
that it approaches professional in­
competence when used by writers dealing 
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with nuclear weapons, NATO and tactics 
that might have to be used in battle next 
week. 

It is astonishing to me that Argus 
Tresidder's refreshing piece "On Gob­
bledygook" (Military Review, April 
1974) seems to have sunk without a 
ripple in a bottomless pit of foggy lan­
guage and encrusted, pseudoprofessional 
jargon. If the contributing experts can't 
write clearly, perhaps the Review's edi­
tors should translate them. I suspect that 
in the process it might be discovered that 
some of the writers don't think very 
clearly, either. 

Jay Scriba 

Possible Historical Mistake 

I have deCIded to wrIte this letter as a 
reply to some statements made by Dr. 
Cha bert in his article" A Possible Historical 
Mistake: The Causes of the Allied Military 
Collapse in May 1940_" Unfortunately, 
Dr. Chabert has fallen into a trap; this 
trap is a simple solution to a very 
complex phenomenon. 

The good doctor asserts that the 
French High Command had to deal with a 
dilemma, that being the deeply pacifist 
nature of the French nation. This rather 
simple view does not stand up to scru­
tiny. A simple stroll through the Invalides 
and the tomb of Napoleon would easily 
dispel any charge of pacifism on the part 
of the French. 

He makes reference to an army of 
pacifists and to this as a weakness of the 
conscript army of any democratic state. 
He appears to feel that these two factors 
were responsible for the French defeat of 
1940_ Examination of the facts does not 
bear him out. 

Like it or not, a large portion of the 
collapse rests with the Army High Com­
mand. The French political establish-
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ment, both the right ancj the left, bear the 
other half of the responsibility for 1940. 
The political.interests waged an unneces· 
sarily cruel social war dating from 1930 
to 1940. Rather than compromise, both 
sides preferred to ruin the Third Republic 
rather than let the other side hold office 
for more than six months. 

This in·fighting had a bad effect on 
the French officer corps. They had be· 
come estranged with the Republic during 
the Dreyfus Affair and events speedily 
deteriorated after this time. Unfortu· 
nately. Dr. Chabert has never read 
Paxton's Parades and Politics at Vichy. 
This book makes one wonder why some 
semor officers of the French Army sull 
wore French uniforms. 

Intellectually. the army had died in 
1918. Weygand and Gamelin simply did 
not understand anything about mobile or 
mechanized warfare. The army did not do 
a good job in preparing for the nation's 
defense .. If the High Commend had had 
its way, De Gaulle would have wound up 

as quartermaster at an army post in the 
Atlas Mountains for life .. 

Conscript armies are as good as their 
leadership. Recent lessons can teach us 
that we need highly skilled and intelligent 
junior officers and noncommissioned of· 
ficers, not careerists and yes men. On 
higher levels, the generalship of conscript 
armies must be first·rate In 1940, the 
French General Staff liked limousines, 
dress uniforms and fancy balls. 

Today, we do not need air·con· 
ditioned trailers and battalion com· 
manders riding at 7500 feet in their 
personal helicopters. Dr. Chabert has 
opened Pandora's box. A careful exam· 
ination of facts and the records them· 
selves do not bear out his limited obser­
vations. 

I am happy to see some articles that 
cause controversy since this issue has 
never been properly handled. 

Dantel A. David 
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LOOKING AHEAD 

Fortunately. the flow of manUSCrIpts con[lnues to reach the 
offIces of Mlbt",)! Review. Lookmg at the planning board for the 
next few months shows some mterestmg .tnd provocative ar[leles 
in store for our readers. 

Lieutenant Colonel WIlliam Murry takes a new look at the IIIne 
prinCIples of war in "Clausewltz and Limited Nucie.!r War" whIle 
Major Carter Brantner. in J hIstorical piece, applies these prinCIples 
to Napoleon at the Battle of Waterloo. Types of leadership are 
addressed by Dr. Edward Eckert in "The McClelbns and the 
Grant;: GeneralshIp and Strategy 111 the CiVIl War." The genesIs 

of the Generdl Staff COHcept 111 AmerIca and the military.industrial 
rebtionship are presented, respecllvely. by Major Marc Powe in "A 
Great Deb.tte: The AmerIcan General Staff \190 }·16:" and John 
K. Ohl in "General Hugh S. Johmon and the War Industries 
BOdrd." We dl", get a look at Austr.lha's experIence wah an 

aJl·volunteer force 111 a two·part artIcle by Kenneth Coffey. 

But dll IS not past or present m our coverage. The role of us 
mIlitary power IS projected mto the 19<)Os by LIeutenant Colonel 
will I a 111 Stokes et .II., whIle Captd1l1 Peter.OssorIO concentrates on 
artillery in "From Aachen to Zwolle - The DiviSIOn Artdlery, 
1975-80." And, Just to tease your im"gin,nion, conSIder the nde 
of Roy Werner'> upcom1l1g "rticle. "Down the Road to Armdged· 
don?" 

Something for everyone. 



The fgyptian Staff Solution 

Charles Wake bridge 

I N MODERN warfare, the Suez 
Canal. defended by the Bar-Lev 

Line, most probably would be regarded 
as a tactical nuclear target, but scien­
tific research, sound planning, thor­
ough preparation, deception and se­
crecy on the part of the Egyptians 
enabled them to take the Israelis by 
surprise on 6 October 1!J73. The 1!J73 
Mid-East War opened with a barrage 
from more than 4000 guns and mor­
tars, and an air strike into the Sinai 
by 200 Egyptian planes, followed by 
a first wave of 8000 infantry in 1000 
assault boats. Within 24 hours, the 
Egyptians had put five infantry divi­
sions on the East Rank. Together with 
500 tanks, they took about 20 of the 
31 Rar-Lev Line forts, knocked out 
250 Israeli tanks and killed over 150 
Israelis. This was no mean feat in it­
self, and was all the more commenda­
ble' in light of the Six-Day War of 
June 1967 when the Egyptian Air 
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Force had been destroyed by an Is­
raeli "preempth'e" strike and its 
nO,OOO-strong army in the Sinai, left 
without air covel', was scattered, los­
ing most of its new Soviet equ ipment. 
President Nasser said later to Pre­
mier Mahgoub of the Sudan: 

On Jllne n, when 1 resigned. thetc 
Ice"e only 400 soldiers betlceen Is"­
rnailia and my house. Israeli troops 
could have entaed Cairo if t"ey 
'wanted to. 

The Israelis made much of this vic­
tory, loudly disparaging all aspects of 
the Egyptians and their armed forces, 
and they rame to believe their own 
pl'Opaganda that it would be at least 
"two generations" before the Egyp­
tians could draw level with them in 
the field of technology. The idea of 
Egyptians planning and mounting a 
large-scale assault crossing of the 
Suez Canal never entered their heads. 
The Israelis thought the Arabs would 
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not dare resort to conventional war­
fare against them again but would 
content themselves with sponsoring 
and encouraging guerrilla warfare 
and terrorism. The Egyptians did 
nothing to disabuse the Israelis of 
this belief-censorship and perhaps 
shame made them silent-and when 
President Sadat's vaunted "Year of 
Destiny" 11!l711. in which he seem­
Ingly sabre-rattled ineffectually, came 
to an end without any Arab attack on 
Israel. the Israelis were further lulled 
into complacency. 

When President ~asser died on 27 
September 1070. he was ,;,ceeeded by 
Anwar Sadat as leader of the Egyp­
tian nation. Sadat has since, said that, 
although he was prepared to give di­
plomacy a chance, from the first day 
he took office. he knew he would have 
to fight the Israelis. His relations with 
the Russians wel'e mercurial, and, al­
though the, continued to provide con­
siderable military equipment and as­
~i~tan('e, they were selective and 
nC'eaRJ(Jnal1~' pllt O,Jl the brake. For ex~ 
ample. in April 1012. when President 
Sadat visited ;\!oscow to ask for more 
advance{!. !"ophiRticated weaponry, his 
request was refused because the So­
net Union did not then want a war 
In the Middle East, bcing more inter­
ested in a mild detente at the time. 
When Richard Nixon was re-elected 
President in ;\ovember 1972, Sadat 
knew that American p()li~y in the 

Charles Wakebridge is a free-lance 
inurnalist, concentrating mainly on 
run'ent military-political affairs. Dur­
ing World IVaI' ll. he served in the 
British Army and, in 1948, became a 
journalist, specializing ;n foreign af­
fail·s. Since then. he has reported on 
Icars in China, Greece, Korea, the 
Middle East, the Congo and Algeria. 

Middle East would not change and 
that he would have to take military 
action. Beginning on 12 November 
1972, he began to formulate his plan, 
eventually called Operation Spark. The 
plan ,vas a twofold one, the first part 
being a military offensive of limited 
gains to "spark" a crisis into which 
both the United States and the Soviet 
Union would be drawn in the hope 
that the two big powers would force 
Israel to make {'onceRRions. 

In October 1n72, President Sadat 
appointed Ahmed Ismail as Defense 
:llinister and Commander in Chief and 
entrusted him "'Ith planning the mili­
tary part of the offensive which even­
tually became known as Operation 
Badl'. He was assisted by General 
Saad Shazli as Chief of Staff, one of 
the few senior officers who had come 
out of the Six-Day War with his mili­
tary reputation intact. General Ismail 
was faced with the alternative of 
resuming the war of attrition or 
launching a conyentional limited war. 
He chose the latter. Ills main reasons 
\\el'e that a war of attrition had been 
tried by Na"ser without the Israelis 
making any concessions, and, with, the 
Suez Canal as the sharp, practical 
separating line between them, it was 
not certain the Israelis would let their 
armed forces be drawn piecemeal into 
the "meatgrinder." On the other hand, 
Egyptian acts of attrition, even small 
ones, might provoke mas~ive reprisals, 
costly to Egypt, that would defeat the 
Egyptians' politic.!l aim. 

General Ismail decided to make a 
huge strike, the largest possible, and, 
in doing so. he anticipated the Israelis 
would hit back. He knew he must be 
prepared for that too. Next, he decided 
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to attack along the entire length of 
the canal. The Israelis would have to 
distribute their local counterattacb 
widely and would not be able to dis­
cover where the main Egyptian thrust 
was directed. Once across the canal. 
Egyptian troops would consolidate 
bridgeheads. wait for and absorb the 
main Israeli counterblow, then Ismail 
would exercise one of several alterna­
tives open to him. In anticipation of 
the IRraeli counterattack, Ismail de­
cided he would have to construct 
strong defenses on the West Bank of 
the canal. 

As Egypt and Syria came closer 
together diplomatIcally, President As­
sad of Syria showed interest in this 
plan. and. on 21 January 1!)73. Gen­
eral Ismail was appointed Commander 
in Chief of the "Federated Armed 
ForceR" of both Egypt and Syria. 
This appointment enabled Ismail to 
broaden his plan into a joint, simulta­
neous attack against Israel on two 
fronts. He gave his appraisal of the 
IsraeliR. listing thei r main advantages 
as air superiority. technological skill, 
effic-ient training and the reliance on 
Quick aid from the United States. 
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Their main disadvantages were having 
long lines of communication difficult 
to defend. limited man power re­
sources which did not permit heavy 
casualties. an economy that could not 
afford a long war and the "wanton 
evil of conceit." 

Plannine Beltins • , 

In February 1973. a 40-strong learn 
of staff officers working in a large 
building on "2~rd .July Street." Cairo, 
began a seneR of studies of factors 
that might affect or influence the 
projected operation. Minute details 
were examined and analyzed. Begin­
ning on 2~ March, further studies 
were made to find a suitable date to 
mount the operation, to forge astra· 
tegical deception plan and to estimate -
anticipated IsraelI reaction. Coopera­
tion bet" een top Eg~'ptian and Syrian 
officers increased as the plan evolved. 
For example. on 21 April, General 
Tlass. the Syrian Defense lIlinister 
and Commander in Chief, visited 
Cairo; on !) !\lay, General Ismail vis­
ited Damascus; on 6 June, General 
Tlass again went to Cairo; and so 
forth. President Sadat and President 
Assad, who. on 2 Ma~', had gained the 
Soviet promise of an antiaircraft mis­
sile screen and 40 more MIG21 air· 
craft. met periodlcall;' to talk about 
the plan. 

Results of the various studies un­
dertaken enabled General Ismail to 
present a general directive for the 
,trategical offensive, tn outline proce­
dures and allol'ate preparatory opera­
tional tasks to each front and to stip­
ulate a time by which they must be 
completed. After a meeting with Gen­
eral Tlass, Ismail was able to issue 
further directives. He then began to 
review the mobilization plans and the 
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reserves avai Ie for each front. An 
Egyptian general. Rahey EI Din No­
fal. was appointed to' regularize de­
tails of cooperation between the Egyp­
tian and Syrian planning staffs. 

Limited Aims , , 

On 12 June, Sadal gained a political 
concession from Assad who accepted 
the limited aim of "recovering the 
territories lost in 1 !lGT' instead of the 
"destruction of the state of Israel." 
The pre\'ious 'year, on 17 July, Presl­
rlent Sarlat expelled the majority, but 
not all, as is generally supposed, of 
the Soviet advisors and technicians, 
numbering about 20,000 in all. lie did 
this he said "to give m)'self freedom 
of action." There was little doubt that 
the presence of so many Soviet per­
sonnel, distributed down to units, 
could have had a dragging effect on 
any Egyptian plan of action disap­
proved of by the Soviet Governmel't, 
perhaps bringing it to a halt, or even 
nullifying it completely. 

"' v.::' • 
~, ' "J~ Military; ~fotilems ~' ; 
~ 1~ ~ ,,'( ;1 1,"'::r~~~"'~:1t';H)~:r:. '" ~:\~ 't [' 

lIleanwhlle, a number of military 
problems, un u sua 1 in themselves, 
needed answers. The main problem 
was breaching the strong Rar-Lev 
Line. The line consisted of 22 defen­
sive complexes embracing 31 individ­
ual strong defensive positions, or 
forts, each built of concrete, and being 
three or four-story bunkers, bomb 
and blast proof, surrounded by wire 
and mines. There always had been a 
high bank of sand on the East Bank 
of the canal, but the Israelis had fur­
ther heightened it, up to 20 meters in 
som~ places, and widened it expand­
ing its base to the edge of the canal. 

Sloped at an angle of more than 45 
degrees, the bank was too steep for 
amphibious vehicles to mount, should 
they cross the water. The forts were 
built within this huge sandbank, be­
hind which was a system of revetted 
and san d bag g ed communication 
trenches and shelters for ammunition, 
personnel, stores and vehicles. The 
forward slope was protected by wire, 
mines and booby traps. Scattered be­
tween the forts were some 240 con­
crete "hardstands" for tanks and guns 
to use, some 30 of which were usually 
occupied at a time. Each strongpoint 
had a high watchtower. This forward 
line also was' supported by secondary 
defenses. 

Early in January 1973. General Is­
mail selected training areas-mainl)' 
on the Nile River-which had terrain 
similar to that of the East Rank. Ac­
curate models of the Bar-Lev Line de­
fenses were constructed where troops 
practiced their crossing and assault 
techniques and experimented with 
scaling ladders, ropes and other meth­
ods of scrambling up the steep slope. 
Ismail decided that antitank weapons 
should be with the forward assaulting 
infantry who would carry maximum 
weaponry and ammunition and mini­
mum food and water. Their mission 
was to ambush any counterattacking 
Israeli tanks. Small handcarts were 
developed to carry the heavier infan­
try weapons and ammunition. They 
could l;l,e dragged up the steep sand 
slope. 

The next big problem was how to 
tear gaps rapidly in the huge sand­
bank to enable pontoon bridges to be 
erected and vehicles to pass from them 
into the desert to the east. The Is­
raelis reckoned that, by using normal 
methods such as explosives and bull­
dozers, it would take the Egyptians 
at least 24 hours or more to do this 
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which would give them ample warn­
ing time to mobilize and to make coun­
termoves. Experimenting, the Egyp­
tians found that high-pressure water 
hoses would shift large quantities of 
sand quickly and could blast a gap in 
the equivalent of the Bar-Lev Line 
sandbank within three to four hours. 
This was their answer. Small high­
powered water pumps ,yere obtained 
and personnel trained to use them. 

Another prohlem was the canal it­
self. The water was far from still and 
placid, having both currents and tides 
which changed every six hours. At the 
northern end, the tide rose and fell 
up to 60 centimeters, a figu re that in­
creased as one moved southward, un­
til the variation was up to 2 meters 
at the southern end. The current, 
which had a speed of 18 meters per 
minute in the north, increased to 
about 90 meters a minute by the time 
it reached the southern end. The ca­
nal, which was 175 kilometers long 
and between 180 and 220 meters wide, 
was broken by the expanses of the 
Bitter Lakes and had seasonal dis­
turbances. The canal authority re­
cords, going back many years, were 
c"refully analyzed. The canal "looped" 
at El Ballah where both banks of the 
western loop were in Egyptian hands. 
This area was used for training pur­
poses. The commanding general of 
the engineer corps later claimed that 
his men had practiced the crossing of 
the canal over 300 times under "actual 
condi tions." 

Those were the main material prob­
lems, but General Ismail was faced 
with one which he called "trench 
fever ... The Egyptian Army had been 
in static defense for six years. He 
now had to condition his soldiers to 
move into the assault which he did by 
telling them that war was inevitable. 
Training was tough, continuous and 
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President Assad 

repetitious until every man could do 
his job in battle instinctively, with 
faith in themselves and their weap­
ons. Ismail then concentrated upon 
improving the executive ability of his 
officers, especially the junior ones. The 
inefficient and lazy were weeded out 
and dismissed. In January 1971, entry 
standards for officer cadets had been 
raised considerably. This action pro­
duced a good crop of young officer" in 
time for the October War. 

Selectin, D-Day 

On 6 August, General Shazli made 
another visit to Damascus, and, later 
that month, a lengthy conference was 
held at Alexandria. Top planners from 
both Egypt and Syria examined the 
degree of readiness. the efficiency of 
the armed forces, and matters of co­
ordination. Internal conditions within 
Israel were reviewed and calculated. 
The group studying data to find the 
most suitable date to launch the op­
eration reported its findings, with a 
mass of technical details to back them 
UP. recommending that it be in either 
September or October, with prefer­
ence for October if that were politi-

\ 
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General Ismail 

rally pos"ible. The actual date was 
"elected by the two politIcal leaders, 
Sadat and Assad. and. for many 
weeks. was known only to Sad at, As­
sad and I"mail. They decided upon 
Saturday, 6 October, which was the 
10th day of Ramadan and the anni­
versary of the Battle of Badr, one of 
the Prophet :'.Iuhammad's first. vic­
tories in Arabia -hence. the military 
part of 0 pel' a t Ion Spor!, became 
known as Operation Badl'. The Arabs 
refer to this war as the War of the 
Tenth of Ramadan. 

Faetors that affected the selection 
of the 6th as V-day (Ill the :lliddle 
East, it is known as "Y," or Yom, that 
being the word for day in both Arabic 
and Hebrew) included the political 
one that it would be a time when Arab 
and world support for Egypt and 
Syria would be at its maxImum. Any­
thing additional would have to be 
gained by force of arms. It would be 
a day when the climate would be tem­
perate with hydrographical rondition" 
favorable to the navies. Also, the 

. night was at its maximum length­
about 12 hours-the first part having 
bright moonlight to enable the at­
tackers to consolidate their footholds 
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and the second part without too much 
moonlight to enable large numbers of 
men, vehicles and stores to be brought 
forward without being seen. 

As the day fell in Ramadan, when 
Muslims fast during the daylight 
hours, the Israelis, who were involved 
in working up to a general electiOn 
fol' 28 October, would not be expecting 
an attack. The Egyptian planners 
deny that they were influenced by the 
fact that the 6th was also Yom Kip­
pur, the holiest day in the Hebrew 
ralendar. They pointed out that, on 
that day, the Israeli authorities knew 
exactly where every reservist was­
either at horne 01' at the synagogue­
as opposed to the Jewi"h New Year 
(27 to 29 September) when the Is­
raelis were out and abollt and much 
less contllctable. 

, . 
:." The Deception Plan , .! 
t ~. .,. 

General Ismail 1" reported to have 
explained in an interview in the Egyp· 
tian newspaper, Al-Altmm: 

In eveI'll 1('ar the,.e are tll'O plans. 
one an operation .. plan. the other a 
deCOll plan I beliel'e lI'e ,,"cceeded in 
planning nul' decoy plan at a strategi­
ral and mobilizalional level, and fixed 
for it timing.. and table.. II'Mclt 
marched pamllel 11'11" the operations 
plan and in harmony Il'lfh its tirnings 
and table .•. 

Ismail's "decoy" plan worked well 
and included building strong defenses 
on the West Bank, both to absorb any 
subsequent Israeli counterblow and to 
give the Israelis the impression the 
Egyptians thought they were prepar­
ing to meet an Israeli offensive west­
ward across the canal. Ismail admitted 
the project was "expensive and diffi­
cult." Under covel' of constructing 
these defensive works. camouflaged 
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positions and shelter~ for weapons, 
vehicles and ammunition were built. 
The materials were brought up dur­
ing the night and stockpiled well for­
ward. Bridging equipment, for exam­
ple, which is large, bulky and difficult 
to hide, was left well back until the 
last moment. Then, much of it was 
brought up at night in huge con· 
tainers, put into prepall'ed pits and 
covered over. Also, behind the sand­
bank that was being raised on the 
Egyptian side of the canal, concrete 
hardstandings were constructed for 
guns and tanks. 

For at least the last 10 years, the 
Egyptians had carried out autumn 
maneuvers of varying scope in the 
canal zone, and, for the previous four, 
they had culminated in an "assault 
rros~ing of a water obstacle and ad­
vance into the desert." It seemed to 
the Israeli~ that once again the Egyp­
tian~ were repeating themselves, but 
they hardly expected them to do any­
thing else on annual maneuvers. It did 
not alarm the Israelis at all. 

The Egyptians also began a "feint" 
project. The extreme northern tip of 
the East Bank, a triangle of salt 
marsh and flats, was held by them, 
bllt, because of the nature of the 
ground, the Israelis had not shown 
an~' interest or intentIOn of moving to 
occupy it, so the Egyptians began 
building a causewa~' to give the im­
pression they were making a road 
from which they could jump quickly 
on to, and advance eastward along, the 
northern Sinai coastal road. 

Other deception moves included the 
Schonau Castle Affair in which Egypt 
reluctantly agreed to the use of Syr­
ian guerrillas who, on 28 September, 
hijacked an Austrian train, took hos­
tages and demanded that Schonau 
Castle in Austria, used as a transit 
camp for Jews coming out of the So-
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General Tlass 

viet Union on their way to Israel, be 
closed down. The Austrian chancellor 
agreed to this demand, much to the 
annoyance of the Israelis who were 
extremely upset and agitated by this 
deCIsion. The Schonau Castle Affair 
suddenly loomed large in Israel, al­
most blotting out interest in the 
forthcoming general election. Other 
deception measures were report!:; in 
Al AM'om that lists were open for 
Egyptian officers to go on the Ontl/rah. 
the Little PIlgrimage; the demobiliza­
tion of 20,000 reservists on 3 October; 
and the announcement that the Ruma­
nian Minister of Defense would be 
visiting General Ismail on 8 October. 

The Countdown 

On 6 September, General Ismail is­
slled more federal directives, includ­
ing one placing Egyptian and Syrian 
Armed Forces on a "five-day standby" 
as of 1 October. At an Arab summit 
meeting, held from 10 to 12 Septem­
ber, Jordan was brought back into the 
Arab fold, and King Hussein, who 
was given a vague outline of the scope 



<t . ... 
,dlfbssing the Suez Can'.! • ;.. 

of OperatIOn Spark and OperatIOn 
Barlr. agreed to coop~rate by openly 
mobilizing and moving troops toward 
the Ri,'er Jordan to "threaten" the 
Israelis on the West Bank and so cause 
them to deploy forces away from 'the 
other tIl 0 fronts, On the I ~th. an air 
battle occurred between the Israelis 
and the Syrians in which the Israelis 
claImed to have brought down 12 Syr­
Ian Jets with no loss to themselves, 
The Syrians admitted losing eight 
aircraft. This caused anxious mo­
ments to the planners as the angry 
Syrians wanted D-day to be advanced. 
but the calm Ismail would not be 
moved, 

On the 24th. the Syrian military 
buildup opposite the Golan cease-fire 
line became noticeable to the Isnaelis, 
and Defense '-"Iinieter Moshe Dayan 
placed the Israeli Armed Forces on a 
"low alert" which. in practice, did not 
mean very much. But. quietly and 
without publicity over the New Year 
period. he moved an armored brigade 
from Beersheba to the northern sector 
of the Golan Plateau-a move that 
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probably saved the Golan Plateau 
from initial complete Syrian occupa­
tion. The "ew Year perIOd ended 
without hostilities. and the Israelis 
began to relax even more. On the 30th, 
General Ismail sent a cantious mes­
sage to General Tlass. telling him that 
Operation Badr was imminent. 

On I October, the F:gyptian and 
Syrian Armed Forces were put on a 
"full state of ,·eadiness." and SYrian 
tanks began moving to their assembly 
areas. On the Egyptian front, the 
commanders were told that it was a 
mobilization exercise which would 
enable the engineers to strengthen 
the canal defenses and to complete 
the northern "feint" causeway. The 
buildUp of manpower forward began, 
with brig-ades going westward in the 
morning on a training exercise and 
with only one battalion returning in 

,the evening. The remainder stayed 
hidden in their forward assembly 
areas. Only a few knew when D-day 
was to be, and, in the first days of 
October, it was released sparsely on a 
"need to know" basis, King Hussein 
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was never told. He heard the first 
news of the outbreak of war over the 
radio. Colonel -Gaddafi of Libya was 
not brought into the plan at all. 

H-hour still had not heen fixed be­
cause of a difference of opinion. The 
Syrians wanted it to be early in the 
morning, and the Egyptians in the 
evening, both wanting to h3\'e the SlIn 
behind them as they :yIvanced and 
shining in the eyes of the enemy. On 
I he 2d, General IsmaIl ,,'"ent to Da­
masctls wherE' a compromise wa~ 

reached. H-hour was set for 1405. The 
actllal countdown began at 0600 on 
the (jlh when Egyptian engineers be­
gan to thin out certain sections of the 
huge sandbank they had built, pl'e­
para tory to "and blasting through it at 
II-hour. The flow of water in the net­
\\ ark of "fresh \vater" canals wag 
stilled by clo"ing all locks "0 it would 
not hamper bridging necessary to 
enable vehicles to move across them. 

At the 11th hour, une pl'oblem re­
mained the Israeli secret weapon. 
All Ihe Bar-I.e\' Line forts (except 
two on the Great Bitter Lake) hart a 
large tank of III I huried ll1 the sand 
with pipes running from it down to 
the water's edge, The idea was that, 
in the event of a mass assault cross­
ing, the oil would be released on the 
surface of the watel' and ignited, thus 
incinerating the attackers. During the 
night of the 5th, Egyptian cornman· 
dos' quietly crossed the canal, cut the 
pipes or blocked the outlets with wet 
concrete. Onl;' one damaged pipe was 
discovered the followlIlg morning, and 
the engineer sent to repair it was one 
of the first prisoners taken by the 
Egyptian" after H-hour. 

STAFF SOLUTION 

At noon on the 6th-D-day-all in­
volved in Operation Badl' synchro­
nized their watches by the normal 
time signal given out over Radio 
Cairo, and, at 1:1~0, P'resident Sadat 
entel ed the operations hall in the Gen­
eral Command Center, underground 
in the sand a few miles east of Cairo, 
and took his place on the dais. On his 
right sa t General Ismail and on his 
left General Shazli. All maps of the 
deception exercise~ \\ ere taken down 
and put away, safes were opened and 
operational maps taken out and put 
in their places, At 1340, orders were 
given to stop all civilian air and ship· 
ping activitie~. 

At 1401;, flashing lights and indica· 
tOI'~ on :-;Cl'eens, maps and charts on 
the walls showed that Operation Bud,. 
had begun on time and that, in the 
predicted sequence, the plan was be­
ing translated into practice as' the 
canal \\a~ l'ros~ed and the Israelis 
pushed back. It was the successful 
climax of months of planning. The 
Egyptian staff solution chagrined the 
israelis, delighted the Arabs and sur­
prised the watching world. SUI'prise 
had been compiete, and eyen t be exo· 
dus of Soviet personnel and their 
families from Cairo back to the So· 
viet Union on tbe 4th and 5th had not 
alarmed the complacent Israelis but. 
rat bel'. had strengtbened their belief 
that the Egyptians could not fight 
WIthout Soviet aid. President Nixon 
was awakened at 0600, Washington 
time, and told of the imminent opera­
tions which meant tbat, owing to the 
tIme difference in the Middle East, he 
knew of it only one hOllr before H­
hour. 

------------~U------------
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Electromagnetic Pulse 

Edwin James Gaul 

ONE tends to think of the effects 
of a nuclear detonation in terms 

of blast, thermal radiation and nuclear 
radIation. The one effect which may 
be most critical to the army in the 
field, however, is the electromagn~tic 
pulse (EMP). Commanders, tactieialls 
and analysts at all levels need a clear 
understanding of E;),iP if the Army 
i, to function effectively prior to or in 
a tactical nuclear war. ;),iany miscon­
ceptions about EMP seem to be float· 
ing abollt in the Army community -
for example, EMP will wipe out all the 
communications no matter what we do, 
or aliI' lightning protection will pro­
tect Ub against EMP. 

The electromagnetic pulse is critical 
because of its unique properties and 
effects: 

• It does not affect people, just 
equipment-in particular, command, 
control and communications equip­
ment and electrieal and electronics 
gy~tems. 

• The EMP's large "killing" range 
-hundreds of kilometers from a high­
altitude nuclear burst, perhaps tens of 
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kilometers from a surface nuclear 
burst. 

• The EMP is capable of causing 
disruption or damage to electl'Onics 
from a burst at distances where other 
weapon8 effects such as nuclear radIa­
tion, blast and thermal radiation ef­
fects are not Important as damage 
mechanisms . 

• Modernized command, control 
and communications IS feeding the 
threat. The EMP affects electronics, 
the most susceptible being the complex 
systems utilizing semiconductor tech­
nology. The Army's increasing de­
pendence on sophisticated command, 
control and communIcations systems 
enhances the EMP threat proportion· 
ally. 

The magnitude of the EMP threat 
is best visualized by comparing it to 
other electromagnetic phenomena. 
Figure 1 lists several electromagnetic 
power requirements. 

The complete quantification of the 
EMP threat and its impact on doc­
trine and tactics is not available yet. 
However, statements can be made 
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about the EMP: the EMP threat is 
solvable (a Gordian knot perhaps, but 
not a Hurcerer's curse), and enough 
scientific and engineering knowledge 
is currently available to attack the 
vulnerability and survivability of com­
mand, control and communications 
'ystems to EMP. 

This article provide, a survey of the 
EMf' Situation, to incl~lde defining 
what the phenomenon is: why it oc­
Cllr~, how it can damage Army equlpw 
ment and what can be done to over­
come the threat. Without this knowl­
edge, a commander could easily cause 

EMP 

ph ere. Figure 2 repre,ents a nuclear 
weapon detonation showing the form, 
of energy release. 

Nuclear radiation consists of gamma 
rays, xwray:" and neutrons emanating 
from the point of detonation. Gamma 
rays are the dominant source of radia­
tion which leads to the production of 
the EMP, and the EMP results from a 
lluelear detonation at any altitude 
from snb~nrface to exoatmo~pheric. 

Figure 3 ,haws the burst height alti­
tude regimes from an "E:I1P produc­
tion and propagation" vie\\ point. The 
regimes are exoatmm;pheric. air, SlIl"-

ELECTROMAGNETIC POWER COMPARISON 

Power/Energy Source 
Typical Radio Receiver 
Typical Radio Transmitter 
Directional Pulse Radar 
Electromagnetic Pulse 

Figure 1 

his communicatIOns systems to be 
knocked out at a critical time. 

The EM!' can be defined as a broad 
bandwidth electromagnetic energy 
pulse of short duration produced by 
the interaction of radiation from a 
nuclear burst with the atmosphere or 
the atmosphere and the earth's sur­
face. 

One is tempted to think of the elec­
tromagnetic aspect of EMP In terms 
of lightning. Although the simile of 
being electromagnetic in nature is 
valid, they should be handled as two 
separate electromagnetic phenomena, 
both of which require protective mea,­
ures. 

EMP is best considered at its be­
ginning, the interaction of radiation 
from a nuclear burst with the at mos-
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Power Density 
(watts per square meter) 

10" 
10" 
10" 
10" 

face, near-slII'face and gl1b~urface 

heights of bllrst. 
A nuclear burst at any altitude pro­

duces two kind" of elect romagnetic 
field In two different regions as shown 
in Figure 4 -the source field region 
or volume, and a radiated field. One 
ean think of thi:-; in term~ of a :-;uper 
large antenna; antennas have strong 
electromagnetic fields within and ra­
diate an electromagnetic field. 

The EMP source region IS physi­
cally defined by the volume of atmos­
phere in which gamma ray interac­
tions take place with air molecules. 
This produces strong electric currents, 
and, just as in an antenna, If the·cur­
rents are produced asymmetrically, a 
radiated field is launched. The radi­
ated enel'gy propagates away from the 
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. NUCLEAR BURST ENERGY RELEASE 

.... uure€ l'eginn and is called radiated 
Ei\!P. The otrength and al'en coverage 
uf both type~ of EMP, ':"llItI"et' reglOll 

and radiated, depend on height of 
bllr~t and Yield. of the weapon. 

Flgllre ;; ...:;ummarize~ the :-.trength 
and area l'1l\erage of the ~our('e and 
r,,,hated fiel(b f,'"m different helglrlt" 
(If bmst. A land-based Army system 
\\(llIld experience these "trengths, The 
source regiOn in :-.ome height of hurst 
l':I"':'€' i..; 10w ~tl'ength or no effect be· 

catu:,·e the source region is not touch­
ing or connecterl with the ground su 
that ,ui' effect on land-based systems 
can be neglected. The same applies to 
weak radiated fields. An examinatIOn 
of Figure 5 shm\S that there are t\\ 0 

CrItIcal cases to land :-;ystems: radiated 
field f!'Om an exoatmospheric burst 
and ~ol1r('e region fields from surface 
neal'·~mrface bursts. The area cover­
age of the E;\!P on the ground is also 
(ritical-tens of thousands of square 

HEIGHT OF BURST 

EMP ALTITUDE REGIMES 
EXOATMOSPHERIC 

Figure 3 
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SOURCE REGION AND RADIATED EMP 

\\\\\\ 
. RADIATED FIElD ~ 

)JJJJ} 
SOURCE REGION 

Figure 4 

kilometers resultIng from the exoat­
mospherie burst, and tens of kilome­
ter..:: frnm the "l1l'face near-surfacl' 
burst. 

Holl' dtl(,,< EJfP affect eqll1plllent! 
Befol;€ oi~cl"sing the effects of EMP 
on eqUIpment, it IS nece~sar'y to under­
stano the composition of the E:lIP. A" 
defineo above, the EMP is broadbano 
compof;eo of a wide range of frequen­
cies. The analogy dIagramed in Figure 
G may help to provioe an InsIght Into 

the frequency cmnpo8ition of an elec­
tromagnetiC' pulse. Gonsioer a large 
number of high-power raoar ano radIO 
transmitters. no two operating at the 
same frequency. all turner! on to full 
power at tIme zero and turnect off 
microseconos later. The result woulo 
be a block of electromagnetic energo' 
~evel'al mIcroseconds in duration, com­
posed of many frequencies, each fre­
quency having a con~iderable amollnt 
of electromagnetic energy a~socIated 

STRENGTH AND AREA COVERAGE OF EMP ON LAND SYSTEMS 

Source Region Radiated 
Strength Area Strength Area 

(Square Kilometers) (Square Kilometers) 

Exoatmosphenc Not Applicable Not Applicable High 10' 

Air Not Applicable Not Applicable Not Applicab~ Not Applicable 

Near-Surface Low·High 10 Low 50 

Surface High 10 Low 50 

Subsurface High < 1 Not Applicable Not Applicable 

Figure 5 
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with it. This fairly well characterizes 
the makeup of the E.MP, a high-energy 
pulse of electromagnetic energy com­
posed of a broadband of frequencies. 

Materiel with good electrical con­
duction properties, such as cables, 
wires, untenna and metal structures. 
all absorb EMP energy to a varying 
degree. The degree of absorption de­
pends on the electrical properties, size 
and shape of the materiel. This is 
analogous to the design and operation 

rents in the materiel, and, should the 
materiel be connected with a compon­
ent, device or system which is voltage 
or current sensitive, damage could re­
sult. 

Modern communications and elec­
tronics equipment are sensitive be­
cau~e of the extensive use of micro­
circuit tranbistor technology. Without 
~pecial design considerations, these 
deVices normally cannot handle the 
voltage and current surges that result 

EMP FREQUENCY CONTENT 

TRANSMITTERS 

RADAR~ 
ULTRAHIGH FREQUENCY 

SUPERHIGH FREQUENCY I 
HIGH FREQUENCY 

VERY HIGH FREQUENCY I 

t=JLsec 
TIME 

Figure 6 

of a typical field radio. One tunes the 
radio to amplify the operating fre­
quency desired. But, If the wrong an­
tenna is used, the desired frequency 
may come in \\"eak. U~ing the correct 
antenna allows a suffiCIent amount of 
the signal to be picked up or absorbed 
and amplified within the radio. 

All electrIcal conducting parts have 
the characteristic of absorbing some 
frequency ranges better than others, 
and to a varying degree of efficiency. 
The term usually used is "coupling," 
and materiel which couples with elec­
tromagnetic energy may absorb a suf­
ficient amount of energy from the 
EMP. This induces voltages and cur-
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from EMP coupling. EMP may couple 
into cables, wires. antennas and metal 
enclosures which can transmit the en­
ergy to s€nsitive electronics within. 
Burn out of tl'ansistors, upset of digi­
tal functions or equipment perform­
ance degradation would result. Exten­
sive test and analysis can determine 
the extent of EMP energy coupling 
and the resultant performance degra­
dation levels. Possible locations for 
design or retrofit procedures to cor­
rect the vulnerability include: 

• Protective devices installed in 
cables, wires and antenna lead-ins. 

• Replacement of damageable tran­
sisto}'s by less suscepti ble transistors 
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EQUIPMENT SURVIVABIlITY DISTANCES 

1-1.2 KILOMETERS -

figure 7 

(l1~uall.Y more expenSIve). 
• Modification of grounding tech· 

niq\1e~. 

• ElectrIcally "hlelding the metal 
enclosure. 

It mllst be stressed that It IS not 
po;-\slule to determine "a priori" what 
the quantitative effects of EMP on a 
compiIeated piece of commllnication~ 
or electronics \\iII be. However, the 
Arm;' has developed a nllclear slIrviv· 

ahllity program \0 protect critical 
equIpment against EMP. This pro.' 
gram requires the specification of nu· 
clear sun ivabihty Cl"Itel'la and a corn~ 
prehensive design. test and analysIs 
program agaInst these cl'lteria. 

The CS Army Nuclear Agency spe· 
cifie~ nuclear f,urvivalJility criteria for 
Army equipment. It begins with an 
eqUIpment concept III a requireu op­
prational concept docllment where the 

EQUIPMENT NOT EMP SURVIVABLE 

...... ~----5·10 KILOMETERS----~ 
-2·4 KILOMETERS---

figure 8 
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need for nuclear survivability criteria 
should be established: EMP sUl'viva­
hility is then obtained by integrating 
EMP design, subsystem test and an­
alyses, system te,;! and analyses, re­
design, and productIOn control into 
the normal developmental cyrle. 

An EMP survivahility program in­
cludes testing of individual electronic 
l'ornpOnenV"", electrical circuits, suhas­
~emLlief,. end itern~ and fllll-~cale sys­
tem tests. The latter are performed at 
large EMP simulator facilities such 
as the transportable EMP simulator 
operated for the Defense Nuclear 
Agency. 

Tartirol tI]Je)otwl1s and equipment 
Ill/ell"or .'.:Iol'il'abil1tl!. The implica­
tltJll:-;' of equipment nuclear sUl'vivahil­
It;· on the theater of opel'ations de­

'pelub on the enemy nuclear threat. If 
high-altitude, large-yield n u c I ear 
hur,ts are postulated, then all theater 
unhardened command, control and 
eommunicatioIl:-< equipment might be 
"Iinerable. Tills follows from the pre­
ceding discussion on high-altitude 
hurst area coverage (FIgure 5) whIch 
... ho\\eu an EMP [lrea coverage un the 
grollnd of thousands of square kilo­
metel'~. 

The Impact of enemy :-'lIrfnce nu­
deal' LUl'f>b it' more :-;llbtle. Comnder 
Figure 7 which graphically illustrates 
\\ hat equIpment surVIvabIlity "buys" 
for comI:1ander~ In n tactIcal nuclear 
enVll'onment. The fil'~t case of interest 
-equipment i:-; deSigned nuclear sur­
VIvable-IS shown by the "protective 
brick wall." The tactical l'ommander 
kno\\s that his people and equipment 
WIll survIve at dIstances of 1 to 2 
kIlometers from a nudear burst. 

What happens If the equipment is 
not EMP hardened (Figure 8)? Past 
experience indIcates that other weap­
ons' effects (blast, thel'mal, radiation) 
lose their sting at 2 to 4 kilometers 
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from a burst. while EMP vulnerabilit,' 
may exist 5 to 10 kilometers away. 
These facts tell a tactical commander 
that he may lose his critical electron­
ics at some distance, perhaps up to 10 
k,ilometers from a nuclear burst. 

Conclusions. EMP IS a critical ef­
fect because of the energy involved, 
the Hea of coverage, and the posRibl;' 
large vulrierability radius of modern 
electronics. 

EMP pl'OtectlOn requires a compre­
hensive design-test-analysis-field test 
program, If EMP protection is inte· 
grated into a system from the l'oncep' 
tual stage, the costs are low compared 
to having retrofit EMP protection ttl 
fiel.led systems, 

A nuclear survlvabiltty pl'Ogram 
provides the commander with infor­
mation to aSf'i1"t in planning and im­
plementlllg tactIcs and operations 
with an increased degree of confidence. 

Edwin James Gaul is a nucleal' en­
gine€>' 1tith the Nuclea1' We"'pons Ef­
fects Progm111 Office, Harry Diamond 
[.aboratories, Washington, D. C. His 
educational background includes un­
dergraduate ,,'orlc in Mechanical En­
gineering at Drexel University and 
gmduate work In Nuclea,' Enginee1'­
ing at the University of Arizona, This 
article was u'ritten while he was serv­
ing in the US AI'my as a nuclear physi­
cist with the US Army Nil c I e a" 
Agency, Fort Bliss, Texas. 
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Pigstickit;lg or the Rat Race? 
1 

Call 't We Malee Soltlierillf More FU/l? 

Major O. J. M. Lindsay, British Army 

I N THE first half of 1973. the ap­
plications for voluntary retirement 

of officer::.:; f'ho\\ed an increase over 
those for the previous five and a half 
years. Why? Perhaps the retiring offi­
cers believed that soldiering was no 
longer the fun that it used to be. 

This article seeks to establish. first. 
whether the reasons which made the 
army officers of the 1920s and 1930s 
enJoy their soldiering so much are rel­
e\'ant today and, secondly, to examIne 
what steps can be taken to make sol­
diering more fu n III the 1970s and 
1980s. It is only concerned with olli­
cers. and only those in their first 15 
yean; of service. 

The Past 
Between the two world wars. there 

was no problem of ollicel' recruiting. 
There was also no lack of officers of an 
outstanding caliber judging by the 

fact that Gm·t (in particular). Brooke. 
Alexander and Montgomery were 
among the principal commanders in 
the closing days of the Dunkirk evac­
uation. 

Yet the army ollicer between the 
two world \\al'':- had to suffer man:,> 
forms of military fmstratlOn and dif­
ficulty which. one would have thought. 
might have riiscollrageri even the rno~t 
enthusiastic. 

In the early 1920s. pacific Ism. dis­
armament anci a repugnance for war 
,wept the country. The.jazz era rose to 
Its height. as did the cynicism of the 
general pubhc and their disillu,ion­
ment with the militaQ' profession. 

The early 1920s wa, also a period 
of far worse o\'erstretrh than is known 
today. Field Marshal Sir Henry Wil­
son told the Geddes Committee that, 
with troops scattered all over the 
world, with 69 battalions fighting in 

Reprinted from The BritISh Army ReVIew, April 1974. CopYflght <0 1974 by Her Majesty's StatIOnery OffIce. 
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Ireland at one-thinl of their propel' 
~trellgth, and with 0111.1' fOllr battalion, 
III Great nntain to cope with crippling 
in<ill"tl'ial illl!'e"!. there was absolutely 
110 ref'el've anywhere. This evidence 
did not ",-crt the ax; many battalion" 
regiment.... and batteries wt:'re di~­

handed. and little money was made 
:lv:ulnble for new eqllipmpnt or for 
l'e:-;PillTh and development. 

The eqllipment for the armed fore£':-. 
became progressivel,}" oh~oIete. As the 
\'eal"~ \\"01 e on. the Briti:-.h Army in 
Great Britain became I'pdlll'ed btl'gely 
til a flag ba~h-. On e~erci~e.;;. lance 
corporal:-. sometimes cnrl'ierl boards 
rtlllnd their neck" I'rociRiming: "This 
l'epre::.ent~ a ::.ection." "'hen thpy ('Hl­

l'ierl Ollt a reconnait'snnce exercise. 
the", hllng the board on a tree and 
went fOl'\\nrd as a ~l()Ht them:-.ehe~. 

General l\olTock, tell, the story of 
the roung ulliter who. OlI receiving hi~ 
fir:-.t orders to move into the rle::-.ert to 
fight the It"I",n Arm;', a"ked hi, com­
mander whether the Italian" uhder­
,tunc! that a g .. een Ilag repre"~nted an 
an~Itallk gUll. 

PromotIOn \\:I.s desperately .slow. It 
was lInt unusual for subalterns 111 some 
regiml'nts to tincl them'eh'es. after 12 
years' :-;ervice. 12th from senIOr sub­
n1tel'n. It wa~ lIO dIfferent fOl' the out­
'tanding, It took ;\iontgnmery 16 
,\'ear.s of peacetime 8ohliel'ing before 
he reached the rank \\hich he had p .. e­
\1t"",ly held in 1!l18 

Having refe .... ed to some of the diffi­
cultie, and fru"tl'ation" \\hkh then 
faced the yllt1l1g army ottker. it is le:::.,s 
pas:; t(1 explaIn wh~· they cllJoyed 
them:4elves ,So much. 

In view of the lack of equipment, 
1110ney fol' training ~lld shortage of 
~nlctier", th~ army officer stationed in 
Great Britain had ,'e .. ,- little to uo, 
Although the total number of otlicers 
at certam divisional headquarters h!ld 
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increRsed from two in 1913 to 10 by 
1935. Wavell noted that the one staff 
eaptain only occasionally found it nec­
essary to work in the afternoon" 

Life centered more and more on 
sport and leave, Officers had no ditli­
cult,- III obtaining leave to follow their 
inciinations whether they were tmin­
ing in pentathlon for the Olympic 
Games or fol1owing huskier; III an arc­
tic blizzard .u..:ross Greenland. Army 
hfe provlded opportunities for ,eeing 
much of the world, With normal posl­
ings Including such a variety as the 
West IlIdie", Egypt. Indin. Durma, 
Malaya and China and. for indigent 
officer:.;. the opportunity (If seeonciment 
tn \'nrioll"; units III Afl'lea where there 
was excellent cheap polo or big game 
",hooting, H" indeed there was in many 
other over~eas statlOlls-a eontl'ust 
IHdeed to :-.ervil'e ill Vlster 01' with the 
British Arm,' of the Rhine (llAOR), 
Thohe sportsmen who loved anim.lb 
had the opportunity of shooting them 
III virtually every l'ullntr~' thlollghollt 
the world, 

In India. a little ooldiering was 
more inten~e. yet "ery few could ha\'e 
ra!led to enjoy themsel\'e", Sir John 
Smyth wrote: 

I 11'(/1 ked af hiUh })1'('SSllI C in n tel'V 
I.e!! Jub. nltlwuylt I I:iIlHlf"lwl/' Hlana9pd 
tn ('nmbhH' fhis with tlte ma:-;trl'.'ihip 
of' tlil' Dellti Fo.l'ltmouls, much lawn 
tennis and a ('('f tain amount of pi!J­

Mickl1llj. }Juhaps the II/ost thrilliua 
, .... ]Jutt ill whirlt I hace £'l'fT engaged, 

Deopite the greater gulf which then 
existed between offIcers and sohliers. 
the "eamaraderie" bet\\ een the two 
was probably closer than it is today. 
becau"e officers today spend :';0 little 
cOIl"ecutive time in their units, Then. 
many infantry and cavalry officers 
:.;pent the greater Pal't of their service 
within the regiment in which their 
fathel's and grandfather" had served, 
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Riding in pentathlon 

They regarded their regiment as their 
family, although perhap~ not all went 
to the extreme of the Gurkha regi­
ment,. When their officers married: 
... they set up hnme unrlfr the 

.~had'llI· of the officers me')8, and their 
I/";rps, while treated I('itli a cata;n 
frrerenre, U'f1 e ai/cays l'egal'rird as 
serrmria1'Y iu impn1'tance tn the Regi­
ment. 

Between the two world wars, the 
most devastating criticism that could 
be made of an officer was to say that 
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he was "ambitious." Very few were 
pursuing the "rat race" and assessed 
their chances at the expense of a. 
brother officer. One former distin­
guished warrior summal'lzed soldier­
ing hetween the wars simply as: "A 
lot of jolly fellows with a Band." 

Officers were comforted with the 
knowledge that they would be a good 
deal worse off in civilian hfe with 
prospects of the vast unemployment 
and the lingering belief that a profes­
sion in trade was still a social stigma. 

Undue emphasis should not be at­
tached to private means being the sole 
criterion for officers having enjoyed 
themsel\'es. Possibly less than one­
third of the officers in the 19305 had 
a private income, and it was excep­
tional for it to exceed about £100 per 
annum. True, sllch a sum went a long 
\\ay when a subaltern's pay in 1!l35 
wao only £230 per annum. Howe,'er, 
officers on lIrrival in India found that 
a large number of servants requ ired 
but a few shillings per week in wages. 

The doubling of the reserve army, 
l'e-equipping. rna~sive reorganization 
and conscription were only introduced 
\\ hen the };econu world war was immi­
nent. In any event, they were initially 
followed by catastrophic BritIsh de­
feats I!1 Norway, Enrope, Malaya, 
Singapore, Burl1Ia, Greece and :-I'orth 
Africa. 

To summarize. It l~ very surprising 
that army officer~ enjoyed themselves 
so much in view of disbandment and 
redundancies, very slow promotion, 
totally inadequate eq\1 ipment, and lit­
tle money for truining and few sol­
diers to tram. 

The public regarded their profes­
sion until well into the 30s with cyni­
cism. Yet by all accounts, the officers 
regarded soldiering as a magnificent 
life because they had abundance of 
leave and sport, opportunity and am-
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pIe time to follow their inclinations, 
the "camaraderie" of the regimental 
life, no "rat ra~e," ancl pigstrcking 
etc f 

The Present 
It IS Immediately apparent that the 

rlifficulties unrl frustrations which 
must have hampered enjoyable soldier­
ing uetwpen the \\"01'lrl war:-; are not 
so eVIdent tonay. 

The countr.v·s respect for the armed 
foree8 may ne\er have been greater in 
peacetime than toda,'. Promotion is 
comparatively rapId. The principal 

. complaint from infantry commanding 
otficer:-; is that there i.s too much so­
phisticate!l equipment in the BAOR 
for the infantry private solrlier. 
Uuiterl Kingrlom battalions are now 
gn'en the opportunity to train over­
.... en.., annually. and ther-e are still 
enough ~ul(iIer~ to make tl'uinmg 
\\orth\\hile. Fmall,\'. the Northel'l1 Ire­
Innrl Cl'it·;i8 ha~ :-;eell the expanSIun of 
the infantry representative compamie, 
allrl the creal!on of the Ulster Defence 
RegIment. 

It w"nld appear, therefore, that we 
have little to complain about. 

The mo't accllrate availahle gUIde 
,to the reasoll why otficer' become dis­
!IlusHmed IS to be fOllnd ill a report 
whil'h a"ked army otficer~ who were 
retiring vollJntarIly to ~elel't one or 
m·ure rPHSUH:-. for leaving the .serVIce, 
The replies were on the followmg 
line,: 68 percent, uncertain fllture of 
a career; 47 percent, Insufficient rec­
ognition and advancement; 41 percent, 
declining statlls of a military career; 
35 percent, bettel' pay elsewhere; and 
27 percent, dissatt,faction with the 
nature of the job. (The figures show 
the percentage of Qfficers selecting 
each reason). 

Too much "hould not be read into 
these possibly outdated statistics. 
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However, in the 1920s and 1030s, the 
inferior pay, poor career prospects and 
general frustrations did not discour­
age officers from soldiering on. What, 
then, can be done to make soldiering 
more fun? 

Two immediate solutions, regret­
tably, must be immediately dismissed. 
( Perhaps to the disappointment of the 
Inland Revenue 1) there is no possi­
bility of a really significant army pay 
increase because \ve cannot expect the 
percentage of the gross national prod­
uct spent on defense to be increased. 
Seconrlly, the turhulence and pressure< 
of solrliering over the next decarle are 
unlikely to decrease, Therefore, clam­
oring for more pay and less turbulence 
offer:;.; no realistic solution~. 

The complexity of morle1'll equip­
ment, the necessity for extremely de­
tailed contingency plans, anrl the con-· 
centration on a really cost-effective, 
professional and efficient sen'ice, all 
ensure that the pressure of work on 
offieers cannot be reducerl lInder the 
pl'esent system. It is, therefore, more 
rlifficult for officers, particularly those 
holding key appointments, to be read­
Ily sparerl for genet'ous penOn" of 
leave. sport or relaxation. 

The need for a "balancerl career" en­
sllres that an officer aged 25 may have 
to spend the greater part of his next 
10 years' service Extra Regimentally 
Employed, rather than serving with 
his friends in hts battalion. As are· 
suIt, only the Sergeant, Mess pro­
\ides real continuity. 

The present system of selection for 
the Slaff College ensures that the "rat 
race" is installed in the young officer 
almost after leavmg Sandhurst. 

Two points have emerged: obvi­
ously, the reasons why officers enjoyed 
their soldiering so much in the 1920s 
and 1930s al'e no longer relevant to­
day. The clock cannot be put back. 
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Secondly, the difficulties and frustra­
tions of soldiering before the secon,i 
world war are not applicable today. 

What can he done about it? 

Proposals 
;\Tany articles have been written 

about the career structures for officers 
01' on officer recruiting prohlems. Per­
haps it is interesting to note some of 
the fat u 0 u s proposals statements 
whIch have been made in all serious­
ness, although it may be unfair to 
quote them out of context: 

• "There is no place in the regi­
mental system for the profe"lonal 
major" (The Rritish A rillY Rr I'il'/I , 

!\um]jer 27). 
• I We must I "attempt to infiuence 

young officers not to get marl'led until 
about the age of 25" I Tin Bdl,slt 
,411/1 !I Re";e,,", Number :14). 

• I There must be] "a substantial 
cut in the deadwoon at ,taffs ... land) 
a ma:;;;sive cut in the administrative 
element \\Olild help ... the Army 
should offer a career to the age of 
thirty" (The Bnf1sh Army RfI'lf'II. 

:-rumber :15). 
• I The ollieer] "mu"t III fact have 

a :-:;eeond career runnIng SIde by ~ide 

with hi:-; fir:-.t or mihtal'~' carerl"" I TIll' 
Rutl: .. d, Au}/y Rtl'u'll', Numuer :17). 

• lIt i, desiraule I "to eliminate 
.tll ollkers failing to pa's lIlto the Staff 
C,,Jlqre. The Army of the HI,Os should 
not giYtl flowers tu otlicers failed" 
! The AIm!! QlI(l1tnlU alit! Defence 

./flllJ'J/(ll, .January 19G~ 1. 

What a men',' army \\e \\ould be­
n)rne If the above PI'opo~al~ \\'ere Im­
plemented! 

Nrll' Stall ProJllfJtif}u Exam. The 
pl'e.sent exam is thoroughly un:-;atIR­
factory. Officers serving in Northern 
Ireland, for example, do not h''''e the 
same opportunity as others to study 
for the exam or attend the preexam 

March 1975 

SOLDIERING 

cramming courses. Wavell disapproved 
of all examinations; \\ hen asked if he 
hact Vle\\,s on prnmotion exam~, he re­
plied: "Yes. aboli'h them." 

On the other hand, it is insufficient 
to rely entirely on annual confidential 
reports. The reduction in the number 
of examination papers from eight to 
three is in the right direction hut 
does not go far enough. The arlminis­
tration paper should be omItted, and 
no preexam cramming cour:-;e:-; \\ hat~ 
soever "hould be permitted. Ollleer" 
should be allowed to take the exam 
younger. and the two remaining pa­
pers should seek to (iIscover only if 
fill oflicer can \\ rite fluent Engh::.h and 
if he has origlllal thoughts on matter, 
with a bearIng on hi~ profe::,sIOll. 

These proposals are designed to 
prevent the officer burying hImself 1lI 

eOl're~ponctence COllrse:-;, porillg OVE'r 
hook~ and WOJ'rYlng over e:"l.am:-; when 
he should be \\ orking with hi:-: :-:olctlel'<'; 
ann enjoying him ... elf, militarily or 
nthel'\Yh:e. The propo:-::aI wOlllrl al~o 

make the ,,'stem fair for all and re­
duce turbulence, 

CntlsultatirJ1l Oil !'o, .... tl1l!ls. It is Slll'­

P1'l~lI1g that ~'oung ottker:-. are not 
given the opport!m,t,V, "ego"larly and 
f1tlicially, to ... tate \\hel'e they \\'l",h to 
,en e and ill what capaCIty. 

Part of the annual confidentIal re­
port shOUld contain a form in whIch 
(lt1kel'~ conld .... tate, \\'ith rea~(Jll . ..::, their 
preferences. Officers llIvoh'en 1lI the 
aI'm,\"~ \'arious organIzatIOns which 
select ollieers for appointmenb would 
ue required to IlIform the young offi­
cel', in writing, wlthill four months, of 
what was being done to meet his re­
que~t or, alternatively. the rea~mn~ 

\\ hy it was not in the interests of his 
career or of the service that his pref­
erences should be met. The Staff Col­
lege takes a number of factor, into 
consideration before deciding an offi-
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cer's postIng, but the factor to whIch 
lea,t importance is attached is the of­
ficer's own 1 prefe~ence. 

ThIS propoRal Reeks to ensure that 
the young oftlcer will have a better 
opportunity to serve where he will he 
more motIvated and happIer, In large 
regiment, and in earps, there shoulci 
be plenty of flexIbIlity aR to where of­
ficer .... l'ould ,c.;el've. It IS true that some 
pxtremely ru:-;ty tou~llitation machin­
ery e}"i~ts ~ome\\'here and some regI­
ments rio con~H1lt young officers about 
where the,\ \\ ish to serve, :-;' everthe­
Ie,', thb proposal should certainly be 
implemented, 

A Sabbatical l'cul', Oftlcers coulci 
have more opportunity to enjoy them­
oelves, It is proposed, therefore, that 
there Rhoulci be a year of absence from 
,.Irictly military ciuties for up to 100 
regular oftlcerR each year between the 
ageR of 26 anci 32, just as those who 
are taking part in the current 73 74 
"Rounci the Wol'ld" yacht I'ace 01', the 
74 71; Zaire River expedition alreaciy 
get leave. 

The "'em' Rhould be spent traveling 
or studying, but only proviciing that 
the selected unciertaking \\aR, in the ~ 

broarlest Hen~e. in the Interests of the J 
service, anti the career of the oftlcer, 
Examples of ,uitable unciertaklllg' for 
the Rabbatlcal year are: 

• Studying problems of law and 
OI'uer \\ Ith the police in AmerIca 01' of 
Illrlustrial IInrest in ~l1l'h countries as 
France or Japan, (Political sensitivity 
preventR ouch studleR in England,) 

• Writing a comprehensive tactical 
,ummary of the lessons to be learned 
from the 1IIJddie East wars, or of guer­
rilla operations in Africa 01' South 
America, 

• Studying the relationship of de­
fenRe expenditure to the economy as a 
whole, the meaning of the balance of 
payments in defense terms, etc, 

24 

The Sabre and crew, participants in the 
73174 "Round the World" yacht race 

• Sec 0 n ci men t of technically 
trained officers to those industries rel­
evant to theil' 'pecialization, 

• Serving on the staff of the United 
Nation" but not in lJNFICYP 
(United Nations Forces in Cyprus) 
of which many oftlcers now have expe­
rience. 

• Attachment to the S pee i a I 
Branch ciealing with terrorist activi­
ties. 

• StUdying the military implica­
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tions of less petrol at greater cost. 
The 'major objection to removing 

officers from their regiments or staff 
for the sabbatical year is that there is 
already a shortage in some infantry 
battalions of four or five officers. 
However, do companies! batteries ( 
,quadrons stationed in England really 
need seconds-in-command? If officers 
really cannot be spared frdm such dull 
and undemanding appomtments, then 
the 66 officers now commanding Cadet 
Training Teams (CTTs) or Army 
Youth Teams (AYTs) should be re­
ttlmed to regimental duty and be re­
placed by good warrant officers, many 
of whom are already successfully com­
manding some CTTs and A YTs. By 
this step, which is desirable anyway 
in the case of the A YTs, officers can be 
'pared more readily for the sabbatical 
year. 

Officers would be required to serve 
for four years beyond the sabbatical 
year to discourage them from using 
it merely to arrange a civilian Job. 

The advantages of this proposal 
would be: 

• Regular officers would have an 
opportunity of broadening their minds 
\\hile obtammg new experience in a 
field of their choice, outSide the ordi­
nary, which would be of subsequent 
value to their career and the army. 

• Many officers would be encour­
aged to sold ier on to obtain the sab­
batical year. 

• The more adventurous officers 
\\ ould attract good publicity for the 
army. 

• It \\ auld be an excellent recruit­
mg factor. 

• The year should be enormous fun. 
Other Proposals. Lack of space pre­

vents a detailed discussion of the fol­
lowing points. 

• Are not regimental and staff of­
ficers now doing much work which 
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should be, and used to be, done by 
their warrant officers and clerks re­
spectively? 

• Do not some regiments/corps dis­
courage their better officers from seek­
ing exchange:secondment posts, alleg­
ing that they cannot be spared? 

• Could the terminal grant not be 
made available earlier in order that, 
after careful investment, it could be 
increased prior to retirement, without 
extra cost to public funds? 

• Has there not been a breakdown 
m communication between the Min­
istry of Defence and the young officer 
over the understanding of the Military 
Salary concept, over which many 
~'oung officers are, at the least, skepti­
cal? 

• Is the married quarters point 
system sufficiently weighted in favor 
of the young officer \\ ith a family? 

• Are not too many good officers 
on the staff, or being trained for it, or 
on endle,:;;s course:::) instead of serving 
with their soldiers? 

• Cannot the emphasis on the im­
portance which is attached to being a 
graduate of the Military Staff ('ollege 
be reduced? 

Conclusions 

The number of voluntary retire­
ments of officers will continue to in­
crease unle~s soldiering can be made 
more fun. Due to the loss of the Em­
pire and the undoubted need for mili­
tary professionalism in the future, 
the factors which made soldiering so 
enjoyable between the wars cannot be 
reintroduced. Nevertheless, a sabbati­
cal year for selected you ng officers, 
close consultation over postings and a 
new staff promotion exam are among 
the principal measures which should 
be introduced Immediately. 

Anyone for pigsticking? .:tit 
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A MAN 

UND£R AUTHORITY 

Some Thoughts on Discipline 
and 

Obedience 

Lieutenant Colonel Fielding Lewis Greaves, United States Army-Retired 

J SHALL go fo;'warr/ ;I'llh 
• •• nil! history, desrribi1tf} 
cqually the greater and the lesser 
cities. For the cities which Icere for­
merly great, have mo"t of them be­
come insigmjicant; and such as are 
at present pun'err"I, lI'ere weale ;n fhe 
olden time, I shall there/ore discaurse 
equally 0/ both. convinced that human 
happine.r:;,r:; Herer rontinllPs lnng in nne 
,'~tay. 1 

So says Herodotus in his mtrodttc­
ti{)n tn The Persian Wa,'s, 

Surh as a,'e at preullf pOicer/ul 
usually gained their power through 
the disciplined strength of their 
armies, The fall from power by those 
lchich were /')1'111 e1'Iy great was often 
presaged by a breakdown in the dis­
cipline of their military forces, 

The word diSCIpline stems from a 
Latin root word meaning Uto learn," 
and it bears the connotation of 

learned behaVIor, Among the many 
definitions of the word found in Web­
ster's unabridged dictionary are: 

Training or enurse 0/ tmining 
,c/dch ron'erls, molds, strengthens 01' 

pet/ects , , , control gained by enro,-c­
ing obedience or o,-de,- , , , sb';ct gor­
elnment, as of a gmul', /01' effective 
action, , , fhe quality 0,- sfate of or­
derliness gained throngh self-contml 
, , , orderly conduct, 

Military discipl11le encompasses all 
of those definitions, Reduced to its 
most simple terms, the essence of dis­
cipline and obedience can be found in 
the centurion's remark to Christ as 
recorded in the book of Matthew: 

, , , I am a man u"der authodty, 
having soldie,'s under me: I say to 
this man, Go, and he goeth; and to 
allother, Come, and he cometh, , , " 

For a military force to be effective, 
it must above all else be reliable, It 
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was the utter )'eliability of that centu­
rion's simple formula which made the 
Roman legions the most powerful and 
effective military force of ancient 
times. Reliability is the sum of many 
parts-level of training, quality of 
leadership, state of supply and so 
forth, but its most important com­
ponent is discipline. 

Periodically, as huge: influxes of 
men f!'Om the civilian world pass 
through the armed forces in time of 
war, there have been inclinations to· 
ward a relaxation of the rigi<,iities of 
military discipline, efforts tn make 
the s e l' vic e s attractive and more 
"democratic," to minimize or elimi· 
nate what have been called the 
"mickey mouse" aspects of military 
life. Doubtless, there are still a num­
ber of commissioned and noncommis­
sioned officers in the services today 
who can recall an era when discipline 
at the centurion's level was inspired 
and maintained by the backbone and 
the hard fists of the "top kirk" and 
his squad leaders. As great numbers 
of draftees came into the Army in the 
early I a40s, that hard but effective 
s>'stem gave way to the spectacle of 
the top sergeant as the "mother" of 
his troops, as the service sought to 
reassure the actual mothers that their 
"boys" were being well-treated. 

This relaxation of disciphne again 
has been evident during and following 
the winding down of an unpopular 
Asian war. The old Spartan-like bar­
racks have given way to two and 
three-man-room dormitories. Rules on 
hair styles have been relaxed to allow 
approximations of those of the new 
lifest~'le in the civilian world. Even 
standards of neatness and cleanliness 
in the public wearing of the uniform 
were lowered, in at least one jurisdic­
tion, until the resultant-and pre­
dictable-grubbiness caused both a 
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Roman centurion 

pubhc and a command reaction back 
toward the former standard. 

At a time when many of tbe !lIs of 
the civilian world have been laid at 
the door of exceSR permisRiveness in 
the governance of our youth, it is sig­
nificant that a House investigating 
subcommittee should conclude that the 
cause of recent disturbances on the 
aircraft carriers [(lffy Hall'k and 
Con.,tellation can he traced to "per· 
missiveness"-which is simply an­
other term for an unwise relaxation 
of dlsciplme 

With the popularity of the military 
at a low ebb and the services compet­
ing for recruits, the nation is faced 
with the problems inherent in trying 
to build an all·volunteer Army, to 
provide the enticements which will 
persuade men to enlist, while elimi­
nating those harsh aspects of military 
life which might tend to deter them. 
At the same time, we seem to live in 
an era when our youth are more vo-
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ci ferous than ever before in demand­
ing their rights at an earlier age; yet 
they demonstrate less respect for the 
old values of patriotism and are less 
Inclined to recognize that along with 
rights also go duties to the society of 
which they are members. 

The result is, understandably, pre"­
sure from all sides for a further re­
laxation of the trappings of military 
discipline. 

I submit that it would be the ut­
most folly to listen to such urgings. 
I suggest that we may al~eady have 
gone too far and that it is high time 
for the pendulum to start its swing 
back in the other direction toward a 
somewhat more austere ar.d authori­
tarian, and less "democratic," mili­
tary life. 

Robert Ardrey, in his book on the 
origins of mankind, African Genesis, 
had a most interesting observation on 
war: 

Lei liS not be too hasty in our di,.­
missal nf lcar as an unblemished evil. 
Are ynll n Chrislian I Then "ecall that 
Christendom sUr1'ived its darkest hour 
in the fury of fhe Baltle of Tours. 
Do ynll belie"e in laU'? The "ule of 
lall' became a human institution in 
Ihe shelter of fhe Rnman legions. Do 
you subsaibe to the ,'alue of individ­
ual "'M'fh? Only by the success of the 
phalan" at Marathnn did the Greeks 
I'epel fhe Persian horde and make pOS­
.• ible the Golden Age. Are you a ma­
lerialist? Do you regard as a human 

. gnnd the satisfaction of economic 
U'ant? The Pax Britannica, made pos­
sible by the unchallengeable suprem­
acy nf the British fleet, gave man­
kind fhe opportunity to lay the brQad 
foundations of the Industrial Revolu­
fion . ... Do you care about freedom? 
Dreams may have inspired it. and 
wishes promoted it, but only war and 
/t'eapons have made if yours. ' 
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In every case that Ardrey cites, dis­
cipline or its lack was the key. The 
Muslim warriors of Abdurrahman 
were distracted from giving full at­
tention to the enemy at Tau rs by con­
cern over the safety of their loot, 
gathered from the ravaging of France. 
The result was that their indiscipline 
brought about his death and their de­
feat at the hands of the Franks com­
manded by Charles Martel. Roman 
legionary discipline has already been 
mentioned; that of the British Fleet 
was not unlike it. Only the steadfast 
discipline of the Greeks at Marathon 
let them stand and hold and ulti­
mately win over the vastly superior 
numbers of the enemy-an enemy 
that was more an undisciplined mob 
that a disciplined military body. 

The maintenance of good order and 
discipline has been a major preoccupa­
tion of military leaders and military 
thinkers throughout history. At a 
time when there is pressure to relax 
the disciplinary standards of our 
forces-a step which might literally 
jeopardize the safety of the Republic 
and put us on the road toward joining 
those states which Herodotus tells us 
were "formerly great .. , in the olden 
time"-it is well to look back at his­
tory and review what some former 
leaders and thinkers have said on the 
subject. 

In distant China, writing about 500 
B.C., the warrior-sage and author of 
the treatise, The Art nf War, Sun Tzu, 
had this to say: 

Soldiers must be treated with hu­
manity. but kept under control by 
iron discipline. This i,. a certain road 
fo victory. If in training soldiers. 
commands are habitually obeyed, the 
army "'ill be well disciplined . ... If, 
however, you are indulgent, but un­
able to make your aufhority felt; kind­
hearted but unable fa enforce your 
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t;ommands; and £ncapable. moreover, 
of '1l1elling disorder, then you>' sol­
dlel'S must be li/,ened to spoiled chil­
dren; they are IIseless for any [n'ac­
tical Piu·pose. \ 

Significantly, the world's largest 
arm>' today, that of Communi"t China, 
as well as the entire natIon itself, 
boasts of being bound by a "united, 
iron discipline," Also worth noting IS 
that the Red Chinese military think­
ers of today give serious attention to 
the works of their ancient military 
scholars, including Sun Tzu. 

A century after Sun Tzu, and half­
way around the world, the Greek city 
states were plunging into their cha­
otic but localized "world war" in the 
Peloponnesus as opposing alliances 
headed by Athens and Sparta strove 
for supremacy, ~ote the words of 
Archidamus, King of Sparta, as he ex­
horted his troops before they marched 
off to war: 
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Remember as you follolL' where you 
may be led to regard discipline and 
1'igi/ance as of the first importance, 
and to obey !I'lth alacrity the orders 
transmitted fo yo,,; as nothing con­
trzbutes so much to the aedit and 
safety of an army as the union of 
large bodies by a single discipline." 

A half century before Archidamus, 
the tragic poet Aeschylus, who had 
fought with distinction as a hop lite 

I' I heavily armed spearman) at both 
~Iarathon and Plataea, observed that: 
"Obedience is the mother of success, 
the wife of safety." G 

Only a few years after Archidamus, 
Xenophon was to say: 

Where soldiednu ;s concerned . .. 
It is discipline thnt makes one feel 
.,afe, while lark of discipline has de­
strnyed many people before no/l.:. 7 

Xenophon, perhaps above all others, 
could speak on both sides of the prob­
lem for his "as the most difficult 
task ever facing a military leader, that 
of reconstituting a thoroughly demor­
alized army, outnumbered and trapped 
deep in the enem>"s land, and leading 
it successfully and safely bark home. 

~iccolo Machia\'elli is best known 
for hI. political treatises and is gen­
erally regarded as the fathel' of mod­
ern political science. Legs known is 
the fact that he was a thoughtful stu­
dent and astute writer on military 
subjects. Drawing his lessons from 
history, especially that of the ancient 
Romans whom he greatly admired, he 
noted in his book The A,·t of War a 
fact reflected in a current US Marine 
Corps I'ecruiting slogan: "According 
to the saying of Cyrus to Xenophon, 
it is not the number of men, but the 
number of good men, that gives the 
advantage." ~ 

Elsewhere in the same work, Ma­
chiavelli indicated the sonrce of those 
good men: 
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It is not the natllml courage of men 
that makes an army bold, but orde,' 
and good dfscipline . ... Neither the 
Greeks nor the R()man~ heing 'remark­
able either for 110tllral fe1'Ocity, or for 
implicit submIssion to their princes. 
they /l'e"c ohi1ged tn hn,'e recou"se to 
good discipline. ' 

The famous Ottoman sultan Meh· 
met II, better known as Fatih :\leh­
met ("the Conqueror"), toppled the 
last bastion of the once great Byzan­
tine Empire when, in May 145:3, he 
captured Constantinople after a 53-
day siege. Following the custom of the 
ages, he made a lengthy speech of ex­
hortation to his officers and senior 
noncommissioned officers just before 
the final assault on the city walls. 
Rec01'ded after the event by his Greek 
sen be, Kritoboulos, the speech in­
cluded this passage: 

Then be I"'are ynurseires and urge 
all the men under yon to folloll' you 
hrarely, and to use all zeal and'dili­
gence in the task, in the belief that 
there are three elements in good fight­
ing: the /l'ill to fight, a "ealitation of 
what is and i .• not honomble, and obe­
dience tn anthority. KnolV that this 
obedience involres each keeping his 
own position and going tn the attack 
quietly and in gond order so that one 
can quickly hear the commands gi1'en 
and pass them on tn the ,'est: when 
they mlfst advance silently, to be si­
lent, when they must shout and yell, 
to do so with fearsome yells. For 
while many of these things are wise 
in erery sort of fighting, they are not 
th e least so in baltles at the walls. As 
for the rest, order them to do every­
thing well and in good order and dis­
cipline. " 

High on the list of important mili­
tary writers is the name Karl von 
Clausewitz. It is appropriate to note 
that Clausewitz fiatly'asserted: "There 
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is nothing in war which is of greater 
importance than obedience." 11 

That such obedience and discipline 
are matters which apply at all levels 
should be self-evident. Colonel G. F. 
R. HenderRon, in his biography Sione­
lcall Jackson and the American Civil 
TVaI', assessing Jackson's place in his­
tory, contrasted him with his superior 
commander, General Robert E. Lee: 

Jackson kept his subordinates in 
thell' place, e.mcting from his gene"als 
the same implicit obedience he exacted 
f)'om his corporals. Lee lost the battle 
of Getty.,hw·g because he allo1l'ed his 
.<;ernnri in cmnhumd to argue instead 
nf 1f1a-fl'hing. Il 

The reference, of course, is to Long· 
street's failure to move out promptly 
as ordered on the second day at Get­
tysburg when the outcome still hung 
in the balance. Others have faulted 
Lee for his tolerance, and Lee himself 
remarked that "The greatest difficulty 
I find is in causing orders and regula­
tions to be obeyed." ,:\ 

On the opposing side in the Civil 
War, General Ulysses S. Grant, archi­
tect of ultimate victory for the North, 
was speaking of himself when he de­
clared: "For a soldier, his duties 'are 
plain. He is to obey the orders of all 
those placed over him, and whip the 
enemy wherever he meets him." 11 

In a letter to Congressman 'Wash­
burne before the Battle of Shiloh, 
G rant wrote: 

So long as I hold a commission in 
the army I have no v'ien's of my own 
tn carry out. Whatever may be the 
orders of my superiors and the law, I 
/I'!ll execute. No man can be efficient 
as a commander 1I'ho sets his own 
nntions above law and those whom he 
has sworn to obey. When Congress 
enacts anything too odious for me to 
e.ucule, I ",ill ,'esign. " 

Failure to follow this fundamental 
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dictum of Grant's led directly to Gen­
eral Douglas MacArthur's abrupt re­
lief from command by President Tru­
man. MacArthur, one of the greatest 
soldiers in our history, on this one oc­
casion signally failed in the duty of a 
soldier; he continued his argument 
past the point of his commander's 
final decision in a military matter. He 
locked horns with a man who, though 
his essential military experience had 
ceased two wars earlier in the grade 
of captain. was, nevertheless, now hiE' 
commander in chief. A lesser Presi­
dent than Harry S. Truman might 
have backed off from a showdown with 
so formidable a figure as America's 
fOI'emost soldier. a man with more 
,'ears in the grade of general than 
most could count in their entire ca­
reers from firRt rommisRioning to final 
retirement. 

Rut. in this historic con frontation. 
the former captain from Missouri 
showed that he understood. better 
than did the legendary general. that 
simple formula of the Roman centu­
rion. that straightforward soldier's 
code so well expressed by Grant. Tru­
man. like Stonewall .Jackson and Ar­
chiciamus of Sparta. Insisted upon a 
"single discipline" for his military 
command. He recognized. as MacAr­
thur strangely for once did not, that 
when a subordinate commander had 
-to use the homely expression­
grown too big for his breeches, that 
subordinate, no matter how experi­
enced or how exalted, had to step 
down. While there may be many who 
take issue with the abruptness of 
manner in Truman's relieving so 
highly honored and justly famed a 
warrior as Douglas MacArthur, none 
may fau It him for the deed itself. By 
his own actions, General MacArthur 
had left his President no other choice 
but to remove him from command. 
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Rommel 

Nearly a century after Grant's let­
ter to Congressman Washburne, the 
outstanding German tank commander 
of World War II was to comment suc­
cinctly on a point related-though in 
markedly different circumstances-to 
both Grant's dictum and the Truman­
MacArthur conflict. Field Marshal 
Erwin Rommel, remarking on his re­
action to Hitler's futile "hold or die" 
order at El Alamein, said: "I had al­
ways demanded unconditional obe­
dience from olhers and, consequently, 
"ished to apply the same principle to 
myself." Iti 

Commenting, before his death, on 

Montgomery 

32 

the orderly withdrawal of his forces 
across North Africa before the over­
whelming pressure of superior Allied 
armies, Rommel noted the constancy 
of German discipline: 

From my officers, I demanded the 
1Itmost self-denial and a contin1lal 
personal example, and as a result, the 
armll had a magnificent esprit de 
COl'ps. Tit ere Il'as never any surrender 
duc to apathy 0)' fatigue. Discipline 
/l'as alu'ays maintamed and never had 
to he enforced even in the most ter­
rible situations. 17 

Rommel's British opponent in North 
Africa, Field Marshal Sir Bernard 
Montgomery, whose honors include 
the title "of Alamein" in recognition 
of his victory there, remarked on the 
importance of discipline in connection 
with the advances in modern weap, 
onry: 

As e.densions became I!'ider in the 
face of the increased pOll'er of small­
arms fire. so the soldier might often 
be sepamted f,·or.1 his comrades; when 
this happens fear appears; hence the 
importance of discipline, the object of 
/l'hich is the conquest of fear. " 

Another outstanding British mili­
tary leader of World War II, who 
fought in the jungles of Burma 
against an environment of the most 
hostile nature as well as an enemy 
which outnumbered him, was Field 
Marshal Viscount William Slim. In 
his book, Defeat Into Victory, he com­
mented at length on discipline: 

... discipline means that every man, 
/l'hen things pass beyond his oIVn au­
thorily or initiati!'e. knoles to whom 
to turn fm' further direction. If it is 
the right kind of discipline he lums 
in the confidence that he 1!'ill get sen­
.oible and e/fective di,·ection. Every 
step must be taken to build up Ihis 
confidence of the soldie!' in his lead­
e1'S . .•. 
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The raising of the standard of dis­
cipline throughout the army, '''hich, 
especially in many of the newly 
formed units, had deteriorated, .vas 
taken vigorously in hand by all com­
manders . ... In the Foul·teenth Army 
I["e -expected soldiers to salute officers 
- and officers to salute in return­
both in mlttlUll confidence and respect. 
I encouraged all officer's to insist 
,("herever possible . .. on good turn­
out and personal cleanliness. It takes 
courage, cspecially for a young officer, 
to check a man met on th e road for 
not saluting pI'operly or for slovenly 
appeamnce, but, every time he does 
it adds to his stock of moral courage: 
and "'hat ever the soldiel' may say he 
has a I'espect f01' the officer who does 
put him up . ... 

lVith growing confidence in the pos­
sibility of defeating the Japanese, the 
lift that the establishment of South­
east Asia Command gave our hopes, 
and the rapid improvement in disci­
pline, the intellectual foundations of 
morale u'ere laid . ... 1~ 

Slim's remarks on the importance 
of the outward signs of discipline, and 
his emphasis on personal cleanliness 
and smart appearance, bring to mind 
at once the close parallel with the 
Third Army of General George S. 
Patton. That flamboyant commander 
and stern disciplinarian insisted, in 
the worst winter conditions of mud 
and snow, on a daily change of socks 
by every soldier-with the result that 
trench foot, that crippler of many 
units, had little effect in Third Army. 
Almost a fanatic on those outward 
signs of discipline-saluting, polished 
vehicles, creased trousers and neck­
ties-he molded an army stamped in 
his own image. It was the finest fight­
ing force in Europe. 

In a final section of his book, called 
"Afterthoughts," Field Marshal Slim 
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Slim 

makes the most telling and eloquent 
argument of all for a high standard 
of discipline in any military force: 

The more modern u'ur bero'mes, the 
more essential appear the basic quali­
ties that from the heginning of 'his­
tory have distinguished annies from 
mobs. The first of these is discipline. 
We rery soon learned in Burma that 
strict discipline in battle and in biv­
ouac u'as vital, not only for success. 
but fOl' surviral. Nothing is easier in 
fungle 01' dispersed fighting than for 
n man to shirk. If he has no stomach 
for advancing. all he has to do is to 
.flop into the undergro,I'fh; in ,·etreat. 

Patton 
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he ran slink out of fhe rear guard, 
join up latn', and 'S1<'ear he was the 
last to leave. 'A patrol leader can take 
his men a mile into the jungle, hide 
there, and uturn lI'ith any report he 
fancies. Only diseipline-not punish­
ment-can stop that sort of thing; 
the real discipline that a man holds to 
because it is a refusal to betray his 
mmrades. The discipline that makes 
o sentry, "'hose ,ellOle body is tor­
t"red for sleep, rest his chin on the 
point of h is bayonet because he 
knnll's. if he nods. he dsks the lires 
IIf the lIlen sleepiug behind him. It is 
only discipline. too. that ran enforce 
the precautions against disease, irk­
SOniC as fliell are, without which an 
arm II would sh";!'el a ,cay. At some 
stage in all lI'ars armie .• have let their 
discipline .• ag. but they have never 
lI'on vict<H'y until they made it taut 
o[/oin; lior will they. We found it a 
great mistake tn belittle the impor­
tance of smal'tne";;,r;; in flo'nnut, ale'rt­
lIe .• s of cnl'1'iage. rleanlines .• of person, 
,o,:,aluting. O'i' preclsion of rmnvernent, 
and tn dismiss them as naive. unintel­
ligcnt )lamde-ground stuff. I do not 
heliel'r that tmops can have unshak­
able hattie discipline ,eithout sholCing 
those out lI'ard and [onnal signs, 
II'hich mark the pride men take in 
the",se/ve .• and their lin its and the 
mutual confidence and respect that 
ensf betll'een them and theil' officers. 
It H'as 010' experience 1'n a tough 
.• rhool that the best fighting units, in 
the long Tun, H'err not neres!mrily 
those with the most advertised repu­
tations, but those 11'ho ,('hen they came 
out of battle at once I'esumed a more 
formal discipline ,,-nd appearance." 

There is little elge that can be said 
on the subject of discipline after so 
cogent an argument by so experienced 
and competent a coml)lander. It re­
main, only to leave a small reminder 
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of what discipline can accomplish. 
:llajor Burton F. Hood, writing 

Rome years ago in the Military Re­
l'ieu', warned that: 

In our haste to urhieL'e u.'eapon.~ 

.• uperiority Ol'el' ow' potential enemy, 
thel'e is a constant danger that /Ve may 
overloolc the abilitll of small groups 
of determined men to decide great is­
slles by bold e.l'ploit. 

Napoleon spoke to a ,imilar point 
when he commented: 

Hon' many things have appeal'ed 
impossible. /l'hich nevertheless ha,'e 
been done by resolute men lI'ho had no 
other recoUl'se than death! 

And General :llatthew B. Ridgway 
ha, said: 

There is still one absolute "'eapon 
. .. the only /l'eapOIl caPO-ble of op­
erating lI'ith romplete effectilleness­
of dominating el'ery inch of terrain 
II'hae human beings live and fight. 
and of doing it unda all conditions of 
light and dal·kness. heat and cold, des­
ert and forest, mountain and plain. 
That I/'eapon is man himself. 

Those are stirring words. and the 
pages of history bear eloquent testi­
mony with numerous examples of their 
truth. But. for those words to have 

Military Review 



meaning, for those examples to have 
heen realized in the past or to occur -
again in the future, there has always 
been, and there always will be, one es­
sential ingredient in the makeup of 
the military organization and of its 
individual members: DISCIPLINE. 

As we strive to build an alI-volun­
teer force, let us bear that fact in 
mind and never permit ,liny unwise 

DISCIPLINE AND OBEDIENCE, 

relaxation of our disciplinary stand­
ards which might ultimately result in 
jeopardizing the safety of our country 
and its people in this uncertain world. 

Our leaders at all levels of com­
mand must understand and foster a 
high sense of discipline, that one in­
dispensable quality ,,,hich is a sure 
foundation for an effective and reliable 
military force. 

Lieutenant Colonel Fielding Lewis 
GI'eaves, United States Army-Retired, 
is a freelance writer-photographer re­
siding in California. He served in 
Europe during WOI'ld War II and sub­
sequently was stationed in Germany. 
China and Turkey. He gmd1lated from 
the USACGSC in 1961 and sel'ved for 
three years on the faculty. Prior to 
his "eti"ement in 1965. he ,cas with 
the Office of the Assistant Chief of 
Staff for Intelligence in Washington. 
D. C. 
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A CENTO for the 19705 

Colonel Sammy J. Cannon, United States Army 

IN THE current age of detente, it seems 
as if the whole world is in a state of flux. 
This state of change is particularly no· 

ticeable in the relations between the US and 
its allies. President Nixon, in declaring 1973 
as the year of Europe, hoped to reshape the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATOY 
to meet the changing conditions in the 
world. Elsewhere, the Southeast Asia Treaty 
Organization (SEATO) has been blamed, in 
part, for the US involvement in the Republic 
of Vietnam, and there are powerful voices 
crying for US withdrawal. In such a climate, 
it is surprising that little or nothing has 
been said about another member of our 
security system, the Central Treaty Organi· 
zation (CENTO), a little·known defense pact 
designed to prevent Soviet expansion into 
the Middle East. 

CENTO, in case everyone has forgotten, 
consists of the Middle Eastern countries of 
Turkey, Iran and Pakistan, together with the 
United Kingdom and the United States.' 
Starting out originally as the Baghdad Pact, 
the alliance was moved from Baghdad to An· 

• The United States is not a member of the 
Central' Treaty OrganIzatIOn but does participate 
fully as an observer in activities. of the var1OU~ 
{'ountrips of the alliance. 
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kara and given its present name in 1959. 
This precipitory change was caused by the 
withdrawal of Iraq from the Pact following 
a revolution in that country in 1958. 

Today, in spite of the October War, the 
Arab oil embargo, or the threat of Soviet 
expansIOn into the Indian Ocean, few strate· 
gists consider or even acknowledge the 
existence of CENTO. It is as If the alliance 
did not exist. Perennially, questions arise 
in Congress, among the military and even 
between members of CENTO regarding its 
value and contribution. These questions are 
usually answered by statements like "The 
alliance doesn't hurt anything so why 
change it," or "Why not maintain the status 
quo," or, further, "Don't disturb the situa· 
tion." These answers have sufficed for years, 
and CENTO has continued down its anony· 
mous path. With all the changes taking 
place, it is apparent that the situation in the 
Middle East is not that of the past decade. 
A shortage of oil has strained Western 
economies; the Soviets are increasing their 
influence and presence in the Red Sea· 
Indian Ocean areas; the Middle Eastern 
members are more favorably disposed to· 
ward the US; and the Middle East has 

Military Review 

http:psrtm,pe.te


emerged as the area of major import during 
the 1970s. 

With the current climate in the Middle 
East. It appears an opportune time for a 
change has arrived-an opportunity that the 
US must not lose! The US must find a way 
to secure continued access to Persian Gulf 
oil; it must counter the growing presence of 
the Soviets in the region; an~ it must have 
freedom of action for its military forces in 
the area. These needs cannot be accom­
plished easily without increasing US interest 
and involvement in CENTO. 

Background 
Since 1960, CENTO has been oriented 

more to the pOlitical and economic side than 
toward mutual defense, and the organization 
of the alliance reflects this direction. CENTO 
did not develop a force structure or sophis· 

Colonel Sa1l1my J. Cannon is Com­
mander. Headquarters, US Army Com­
munications Command, Thailand. He 
received a B.A. from Te"'as A & M 
University and u'as a graduate student 
of Middle East Affai,·s at Princeton 
University and a Turkish-language 
student at the US Anny Language 
School. He ltas served in the Middlr 
East for more than six years, pa,·t of 
the time as a membe>' of the Central 
Treaty Organization statf in Turkey. 
He is a USACGSC graduat;; and a 1971, 
gmduate of the Army lVar' College. 
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ticated military command system like that 
of NATO. In fact, none of the members have 
dedicated forces committed to CENTO. Since 
there is no command apparatus for the al­
liance, guidance is provided through the 
Military Committee, a group consisting of 
the senior military chiefs of each country 
(the US is represented by the Chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs). The member governments 
have provided a skeleton staff consisting of 
five officers from each country responsible 
for the planning and conducting of com· 
bined military exercises and the develop· 
ment of contingency planning for regional 
defense. Although the staff is skeletonal in 
nature, it is prepared to act as the cadre 
of a headquarters of a supreme military 
command of CENTO. 

In parallel with its orientation, most of 
the accomplishments of the Central Treaty 
Organization have been economic, albeit 
with Significant military application. As late 
as 1962, William Carter wrote in The Royal 
Air Forces Quarterly that, in the CENTO 
region: 

Rugged mountainous terrain forms 
a natural barrier against Russian pen­
eI"ation but by the same token and 
particularly due to the lack of good 
lateral communications, it handicaps 
coordinated defensive efforts between 
Turkish and Iranian forces. 

Since that was written, highways have 
been built, railroads constructed and com­
munication networks established, all eco· 
nomic measures which have provided a 
stronger military integration of the region. 
Under the auspices of CENTO, the port fa­
cilities of Iskenderun and Trabzon in Turkey 
have been developed to provide terminals 
for the CENTO rail and highway systems, 
thus giving both Iran and Pakistan more di­
rect service to Europe. 

On the military side, there has been con· 
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sider able progress toward strengthening the 
armed forces of the three Middle Eastern 
countries and ties between the US military 
forces and their counterparts in the alliance. 
Currently, with a combined military force of 
over one million, the regional members 
could defend themselves against any likely 
aggressor except the Soviet Union. To en­
hance this military potential further, the 
CENTO-sponsored training program is based 
on the conduct of combined exercises in the 
region. This annual program includes com­
bined maritime maneuvers in the Persian 
Gulf or the Arabian Sea, air defense exer­
cises, war games, small arms competitions 
and air search-and-rescue .exercises. Such 
training provides the member countries with 
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opportunities to understand each other's 
methods of operation and provides a forum 
for developing standardization techniques 
between the forces. 

Although originally created to deter So­
viet aggression against the strategic Mid­
dle East, the Central Treaty Organization 
has done much more. There has been no 
direct Soviet aggression in the area in the 
past 28 years. Even though in recent years 
there has been a lessening of the outward 
manifestation of the Soviet/Communist 
threat, the continued presence of the mili­
tary shield of CENTO provides a bulwark 
behind which the regional countries are able 
to progress economically, politically and cui­
turafly. If CENTO is a good thing, then the 
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question begs-why change it? The why 
appears when one looks at the countries of 
the alliance, the problems th·at besiege 
them and their changing relations to one 
another. 

Climate for Change 

Since its inception, GENTO has been un· 
der attack from first one side and then 
another. One group would criticize it for 
lack of "teeth," another group would cry 
"obsolete," and still a third would charge 
"Imperialist." From time to time, its sup 
porters would be detractors and its Critics, 
supporters-all dependent on conditions 
having little to do with the alliance itself. 
In fact, because of these conditions, a kind 
of paralysis existed during the past 10 
years Which, in turn, provided little incen· 
tive for change. The causes of such a paraly­
sis are easy to see in hindsight. 

During the 1960s, not only had the USSR 
penetrated the GENTO barrier, but it also 
established a strong presence throughout 
the Arab world, particularly in Syria, Iraq 
and Egypt. Furthermore, it countered the 
US in the Mediterranean with a flotilla com­
parable to that of the Sixth Fleet. In a very 
short time, the Soviet Union had become a 
major power in the Middle East in spite of 
CENTO. 

During the same period, the alliance's 
regional members became more and more 
concerned about neighbors other than the 
Soviet Union. Turkey spent the better part 
of a decade in a confrontation posture with 
Greece over the Cyprus dispute; Iran dem­
onstrated great anxiety about Iraq and the 
safety of its southern 011 fields; and Paki· 
stan engaged in two wars with India, the 
last resulting in the loss of East Pakistan. 
While the Middle East members were occu­
pied with neighborhood quarrels, the re­
maining member was no less concerned 
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with things other than CENTO. The United 
Kingdom (UK) with its chronic economic 
problems, continued to withdraw into it­
self and, in 1971. removed the last vestiges 
of its strength in the Persian Gulf. 

The US, deeply involved in the Vietnam 
War, spent much of the time trying to act 
as referee to keep the regional countries 
from fighting with their neighbors. For in­
stance, following the Gyprus crisis of 1964, 
the US leaned heavily upon Turkey to pre­
vent its military intervention in Cyprus. 
This move naturally rankled the Turks; and, 
for the remainder of the 1960s, a strong 
anti-American current ran throughout the 
country. On the other side of the region, 
the US attempted to halt the 1965 war be­
tween Pakistan and India by withholding 
military supplies from Pakistan and declar­
ing support for neither side. This upset the 
Pakistanis so much that they almost 
dropped out of CENTO, becoming in reality 
a "de jure" member only. 

Iran, on the other hand, wanted to reo 
direct the alliance toward the south since 
it perceived the threat to the region to be 
from the Arabs, particularly Egypt and Iraq, 
not the Soviet Union. In 1967, Iran made a 
$110 million purchase of arms from Russia 
in exchange for natural gas and oil. 

It is of little wonder that, for the past 
decade, the most that could be expected 
from CENTO has been along the lines of 
regional economic development, with the 
US an interested, but not too active, partici­
pant. Has the situation changed? First, con­
ditions affecting the three regional members 
are different. In Turkey, the Cyprus question 
appeared for a time to become dormant. 
and, with the death of the Greek Cypriot 
leader Grivas, there was even talk of a set­
tlement between the Greek and Turkish 
communities of Cyprus. Unfortunately, this 
seemingly benign atmosphere was shattered 
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with the overthrow' o,f the Cypriot Gover~· 
ment and the subsequent invasion of Cyprus 
by the Turks. Although this chain of events 
may eventually lead to a final solution to 
the Cyprus question, there currently is a 
paucity of support for the Turks in the halls 
of the US Congress. At the same time, the 
US Government's hands·off policy and the 
ongoing attempts to continue support to 
Turkey in spite of the opposition in Con· 
gress have done much to overcome the reo 
sidual anti·American feeling in Turkey-a 
direct result of the earlier heavy·handed ap· 
proach toward the Turks during the 1964·67 
confrontation over Cyprus. Even today, Tur· 
key's dual commitment to NATO and CENTO 
make it the staunchest ally the US has in the 
Middle East. 

With the loss of its eastern province in 
the war with India in 1972, Pakistan was 
weakened considerably vis·a·vis India. Two 
developments of that war, however, have 
significant impact on Pakistan and its posi· 
tion within CENTO. US support of Pakistan 
during the 1972 war helped offset the ani· 
mosity created by US "neutralism" in pre· 
vious Indo·Pakistani encounters. Secondly, 
the loss of Bangladesh caused Pakistan to 
turn away from South Asian affairs and look 
to the Muslim Middle East for its future. A 
third factor bearing on Pakistan's future 
role in CENTO is the growing Soviet pres· 
ence in the Arabian Sea and Indian Ocean. 
The USSR, the principal supporter and mili· 

. tary supplier of India, is developing as a 
significant threat to Pakistan from the 
south. India, of course, remains the primary 
threat from the east, and, as Afghanistan be· 
comes more a client state of the Soviets, 
they are threatened from still another di· 
rection. 

Iran, with the departure of the UK, has 
exe'rted much effort toward preventing any 
outside power from gaining influence in the 
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Persian Gulf region. It has significantly in· 
creased its military strength in the Gulf 
and has declared itself to be the protector 
of the Strait of Hormuz. Although Iran is the 
strongest economically of the three regional 
countries, it too relies on the US to help 
keep the Soviets out of the Persian Gulf and 
to prevent Soviet hegemony along the 
Southern Arabian Peninsula. As recently as 
February 1974, the Shah of Iran stated that 
while Iran could maintain stability in the 
Persian Gulf, the Shah would look to the 
US to counter any Soviet intervention into 
that area. 

Since 1948, each new outbreak of hos· 
tilities between Israel and its Arab neigh· 
bors has found the US and the Soviet Union 
becoming more polarized on opposite sides. 
Slowly, the moderate Arab states and the 
US have pulled further apart over the ques· 
tion of US support for Israel. As a result of 
the 1973 Mid·East War, it appeared that 
the US had finally lost its remaining pres· 
tige and influence in the Arab world. Secre· 
tary Kissinger, however, dramatically healed 
that split with his peace efforts between 
Egypt, Syria and Israel. These efforts, ever 
so bright in the beginning, are once again 
flickering. If these peace maneuvers fail 
completely, then the backlash of Arab hos· 
tility toward the US could become even more 
severe than that experienced in the early 
days of the October War. Even at best, if 
some settlement is reached between the 
Arabs and Israelis, the chances of the US 
gaining its former position among the mod· 
erate Arab states is still remote, particu, 
larly since any kind of settlement will be 
contingent on some form of US guarantee 
of Israel's borders. 

Although by 1967 the USSR had achieved 
parity with the US with regard to naval 
strength in the Mediterranean, its success 
with the countries of the Mediterranean lit· 
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toral has not been as great. In fact, it could 
be said that, in spite of massive amounts of 
military and' economic aid, USSR influence 
and prestige in the Mediterranean region 
has diminished over the past 10 years. On 
the other hand, the USSR has made signlfi· 
cant inroads recently in the Red Sea, the 
Persian Gulf and the Indian Ocean. The So· 
viet expansion includes a modern Russian­
built port at Hodeida, Yemen;' a strong So· 
viet presence with military aid in Aden and 
South Yemen; Soviet construction of a new 
port at Berbera in the Samail Republic; So· 
viet fishing rights and the use of the Port 
Louis facilities in Mauritius; Soviet assis· 
tance in the construction of an Indian Navy 
base at Vishakhapatnam. India; and a new 
(1972) treaty of cooperation and mutual sup· 
port with Iraq. In short, while becommg 
less of a threat to NATO's southern flank. 
the Soviets are busy enCIrcling the CENTO 
region. It is apparent that the Soviets are 
determined to become the major power In 

the Indian Ocean. 
The last factor for change is the effect of 

oil from the Arabian Peninsula and the Per· 
sian Gulf on the security of the Western 
nations. The disruption of the oil flow from 
this region dUring the October·December 
1973 period caused severe repercussions 
throughout the Western World. The slowly 
Integrating European economic community 
became a center of disunity. Even the bonds 
of mutual security binding the NATO coun· 
tries together became very elastic. The 
major lesson from the all crisis is that the 
oil from this region is. in reality. the jugular 
vein of Western security. The US must en· 
sure that this flow of oil to Western Europe 
IS not interrupted for at least the next 
decade. 

It is believed that, for the US. the 1970s 
will be the decade of the Middle East as the 
1960s were for Southeast Asia. As the US 
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turns to the Middle East after a decade or 
more of neglect, opportunities and threats 
appear that did not-exist before Disharmony 
between the US and the regional members 
of CENTO has been reduced considerably; 
the region itself is more closely aligned and 
integrated; the Soviets are rapidly expand· 
ing around the CENTO region and the rich 
oil reserves of the area; and 011 has emerged 
as a major factor in the equatIOn of secu­
rity for the West. The question remaining. 
however, is how the us can best use the 
CENTO alliance to protect its Interests In 
the Middle East and counter the Soviet 
threat to the Indian Ocean. 

A New Image for CENTO 
As the US turns toward a decade of In· 

volvement With the Middle East, It is faced 
With a multiplicity of problems. First and 
foremost. there IS a vital need to ensure 
that the US. Western Europe and Japan have 
unrestllcted access to the all resources of 
the area. particularly those of the Persian 
Gulf. Second. some way must be found to 
counter the rapidly growing Soviet presence 
along the Red Sea. the Arabian Sea and In 
the Indian Ocean. ThiS Soviet threat may 
become even more acute if and when the 
Suez Canal becomes available to the So­
viets. Lastly, the US needs some new means 
through which it can obtain ready access to 
the area In the event of contingencies. par· 
tlcularly since ItS continUing commitment 
to Israel has further limited US freedom of 
actIOn in the Middle East. In spite of thiS 
dark outlook, there IS a feasible. viable al 
ternative available which can prOVide solu­
tions to the above problems with a minimum 
cost to the US-CENTO! 

Throughout 1973, public pronouncements 
by the US have emphasized the continUing 
need for alliances as a reqUirement for de­
tente. It IS not foolhardy. then, to propose 
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to continue GENTO, nor is it foolish to talk 
of militarily strengthening the alliance. For 
a number of years after the alliance was 
formed, both Iran and Pakistan proposed 
that GENTO be strengthened Into a NATO· 
type organization. The US o'pposed this, in· 
sistlng that the military role of the alliance 
be restricted to planning for exerCiseS and 
regional defense. 

It IS now time for the US to reverse ItS 
position and propose a set of new initiatives 
for GENTO. In order to make these initiatives 
credible to the ather members, the US must 
take the lead and offer the following: 

• The US should provide a supreme com· 
mander for the alliance along the lines of 
NATO The skeleton staff to support this 
commander could be formed from an ex· 
panded combined military planning staff. 
Such an action by the US would demonstrate 
our resolve and would make the alliance 
more militarrly realistic. 

• The US should commit naval forces to 
GENTO These forces, JOined by forces from 
other eENTO members, would serve to coun· 
terbalance the Soviet naval fleet operating 
in the area ThiS military commitment to 
GENTO would demonstrate our determlna· 
tlon to maintain a presence in the Indian 
Ocean and would provide protection to the 
southern part of the GENTO region. If the 
US naval contingent could be homeported in 
Karachi, it would provide easy access to the 
Persian Gulf and concurrently strengthen 
US· Pakistan relations. Up to now, the only 
permanent US military presence in the area 
has been a small naval force With head· 
quarters in Bahrain; however, as a result of 
the 1973 Mid·East War, the US was told to 
evacuate this facIlity. If the US were to pro· 
vide naval forces to GENTO, this would al· 
leviate the need for the Bahrain operation; 
it would enforce the growing US naval facili· 
ties at Diego Garcia in the Indian Ocean; 
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and It w,auld provide a credible balance to 
the expanding Soviet presence. 

• While US naval forces would be the 
only military elements committed to GENTO, 
US air, and ground forces should also be in 
valved in GENTO activities. The US should 
offer to participate With air and ground 
forces in the various GENTO exercises and 
maneuvers. Although such maneuvers and 
exercises take place annually, the last time 
the US ground troops were actually involved 
In a GENTO exercise was in 1964. US ground 
force participation srnce that time has been 
minimal. 

The changing chmate in the GENTO coun· 
tries, the restraints that now eXist, and the 
new threats loomrng on the horizon present 
a signal challenge. The US, however, is in 
the advantageous position of having are· 
sponse to thiS challenge available for the 
asking Moreover, if the steps outlined above 
are taken to increase US participation In 
GENTO, our position Will be strengthened . 
The increased American presence in the 
Persian Gulf and Indian Ocean area would 
be an rndicator of US determination to main· 
tarn the flow of all to its allies. If the US 
achieves parrty with the Soviets, this bal· 
ance should provide invaluable assistance 
In halting Soviet expansion in the area and 
could, as in the Mediterranean, even reverse 
the trend. The increased rnvolvement in 
GENTO will provide the US much easier ac· 
cess to the Middle East in case US milita~y 
forces are required in the area. Further· 
more, thiS increased close· working relation· 
ship with the member nations should sig· 
nificantly strengthen our friendship with 
the Turks, the Iranians and the Pakistanis. 

At the moment, the Persian Gulf nations 
hold the key to the futUre security of the 
West. The US must make certain that its 
military policies assure continued access to 
this most vital area. ~I: 
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"fIGHTIN' MEANS KILLIN' 
Colonel William R. Brooksher, United States Air Force 

and" 

Captam David K. Snider, United States AIT Force 

C APITULATION of the C"nfed· 
erate ,tr<lnghold at Vicksburg 

\\'a.;; the prindpal nb,Jeetive of Union 
force~ in the \Ve:-:t in the autumn of 
18G2. Grant', army, joined later by 
Shprman's fon'es. applied the major 
pl'eS~l1re. 1\loving through we~t l'en~ 

tl'al MlS:-.i~~ippi, Grant was Rtendily 
pl'e:-;:':;lI1g" Pembe1"ton':.:; back against 
Vicksburg and the 1'IYer. By 20 No­
vpmbel', the pl'e:':;f;l1l'e W<lS so great 

that Pembert,," ,","Ierl "" l1l-agg for 
help. 

PositIOned ea~t of the Tennessee 
RIyel', Dl'agg o1(i not ~enct l'einfol'ee­
ment, bllt tolrl Pemberton he \\"ould 
l1se euvalry to create a rliversion be­
hind Grant. Thi, force \\"oulrl strike 
the Union eommunication ann supply 
line that paralleled the ;\fississippi 
Central Railroarl aerogg west Tenne:::;­
see. To learl the ca\alry force, Bragg 

:-.eleded Bngarher Gener~d ~athall 

Bed ford Forre:-;t. 
For r e ,t. totally lacklllg military 

backgrouno and education, hao al­
reacty pl'oven to he all effectIve ann 
tenacious le,loer. His Jal'k of fm'rnal 
military trainlllg" ,,"a~ off=--et by an IIl­

:-.tinl'ti\'e ability to gra"ip a milItary 
problem ano qUll'kly dh'ine It:-. ~{)II1-

tUlJI. He had little but contempt f"r 
textbook fightel"; and expre~~ed it by 
~ayillg • .. ,\Thene\·er I met one of them 
feller~ who fit b,. note. I gen'ally 
\\ hllpped hell Ollt of him before he 
pitcherl the tune." He "l~pirerl both 
fear and devotion 11' his troops. This. 
coupled with audacity and lInorthorlox 
methods. enablerl him to \\Teak hayne 
\\ ith Union cornrnanoers ~ent against 
him. 

These same trait, led Bragg to can· 
durle that Forrest harl little potential 

CopyriJ!"ht <0 1975 by Colonel \Vl1ham R Brook"'hf'r 1.If; All' FOl'("P, fin" Captain Da\I.} K Smri('r. 
US Air Force. 
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other than '" a rairler: Con"equently, 
he had ueen shifted about and con­
si~tently ~:{l\'e\n raw, poorly trainerl 
anrl eqllIpperl troops tn commanrl. AR 
often [IS not. he WitS forced to reenllt 

and eqllIp hiR own force. This \\,[I~ 

the doe WIth his current l'avalry bri· 
gade l'ollsistlng of Russell's 4th Ala­
hama. I1lflle's !lth TelllH:·...; ... ee. Slarne .... · 
,tth Tell11e,see, DIbrell's 8th Tennessee 
and Freeman's battery, All, eXl'ept 
the Alahamiant-- and the artillery, \'"ere 
gol e€n tro{lp:-, armed maInI~' WIth :--h(lt­
g"III1S awl flintlock rnu:-.ket:-. Hnd (rIti­
tally :-.hOl't Ilf perl'U~RlOn taps fnr 
weaptll1:-' that ll~ed them 

\Vhen !1rctgg ordered this force mtn 
we:-.t Telllle:-.see 111 earl,\-· Decemuer, 
Forrest obJected-his tl'OIlP~ were l'a\\ 
and had not been l"·,,vlrlerl adequate 
al'ms and equipment. HI:-. OU,lPl'tlOll 
was ignored by a perernptOl y order 
from Brag-go tl) "move without delay," 
Ffll"l'e..;t . al't'eptl'd the 0 r d e r. bllt 
thought It \\as m,Hi. He \\a...:. l'tJllYinlJd 
that the order to l'l'OS:-' a wide rI\er m 
ml(h\ inter. patrolled by gllniJo,lts. to 
engage a Y<l:-:;tb' :--lIperiol' ellPmy fOl'l'e 
wa:-; fl dehLerate attempt tn sUcrIficf> 
hiS command, Htlt FIll'l e:-.1 \Va::.. neIther 
,,- fool nor a martyr. Anticlpatmg 
Bragg-'s Hl'tion. he had dbpatl'hed men 
into \\e:-:.t Tenne::'!"lee. Part were to 
rletermine Cnioll .strength and dIspo.si­
tion. ::..ome \\'ere to build two ferries 
to cross the Tenne.ssee. and one "CIti­
zen" IVa, lllstructed to .. !tberate" the 
needed percu.ssion caps from Union 
,to res at MemphIS. On II December, 
Fort'est mO\'ed toward the river. 

On the 10th, Rosecran, had wired 
Grant, "Tell the anthorltles along the 
road to look out for Forrest." This 
word wa, quil'kly pas»ed to Dodge at 
Corinth, DaVIes at Columbus and Sul­
livan at Jack,on. In addition, Forts 
Donelson and Henry and forces in 
Kentucky were warned. ' 
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Rain anrl low lying fog blanketed 
the Tenne,see River Valley when For­
re,t arrived at Clifton on the 15th. 
A number of troopers \\'ere quickly 
dispatched up and do\\'n the river to 
hudrlle m the freeZIng rain and cloy­
ing fog \\'hile they kept watch for 
Ruuboat.s, The l'emal1ling force im­
mediately started boarrling the t\\'o 
ferries, It wa .... all agonizingly slo\\' 
l'ros...:.mg, Eal'h boat eould holrl only 23-
hor:-.es and men. Tn l'ope v·;ith the 
...;trllllg l'lII'l'ent, the hoats had to be 
taken IIp ... tl'€:1m eal'h trip and l'rnssed 
at all angle, plOneer-...;t.vle. Finally. on 
the 17th, all 2100 leIJel< \\ere on the 
\\e..,tern bank and the b(\at~ \\'ere sunk 
for concealment and later lIHe. The 
flllTt:" then muved 8 mIle .... mlnnrl where, 
fill' thE' 111':-.t tlmt:" III t\\1) day:-;, the lolrl, 
mhel'able gl'aylHHk:-; built fires and 
dnerl 1I1It. Here, the ('ltl2en who had 
gone to :'!emphi- met them with 50,000 
pel'cus"lIJIl eap .... 

Despite thell' pI'e, entlve efforto, the 
gray fOl'ce':-, al'th Ity had heen ob­
...; e l' \' e d, On the <in,\.' the l rll~;;;ing 
,t"rted, SlIlll\ an \\ ired Grant, "For­
re~t' ... C<tHtll'Y , , , are l'ro",;·.qng the 
Tellne..,~ee Rhel' at rlifton today," 
Grant qUlckl\, ordered reIllf{)l'cement~ 
to .Tackson to "';UppOI't Sullinln anrl 
a:-.ked fur additional fOllE':-' from Fort:-. 
Hent'Y, DUllels(l11 ~ll1d Heiman. SuI­
hYan ordered a column of cH\'all'Y, lll­

fantry an(! artiller)" IInder Colonel 
Ingersoll, forward to meet the in­
,·aders. Cut "ff by the ri\er to his 
real' and ~l1rrol1nderl by ~llperior 

forl'e" Forre"t should ha\'e been easy 
prey, but the Union Army quickly rlis­
l'overed he \\'US not. 

The next morning the reuel, marle 
mntact \\'Ith the leading element" of 
Ingersoll's column. The Umon foree 
fell back immediately and took lip a 
strong po"ition in some wood" behind 
Beech Creek \\'hich l'rossed the road 
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leadll1!! II1tn the to\\ n of Lexington. 
They rendered the creek impassable 
by tearing tip the flooring of it" 
Olngle bridge. 

Forrest's AlabamIans, led by Major 
Gurley, arrived at the creek first to 
find the 2d Tennessee drawn up on 
the opposite shore waiting f~r them. 
Gurley's men quickly concentrater! 
heavy fire on the Gillon force and 
drove it back lI1to the woods. The 
bridge floor was replal'er! lISll1g fence 
rails, ami the graybacks moved to the 
attal'k. Meeting heavy fire from the 
blue artillery, Forrest decIded against 
a r!irect assault. Instead, he put Free­
man's battery into action against the 
Federal cannon, "ent the Alabamians 
to the right, and made a demonstra­
tion of attacking fmm the frant. 

The Alabamians used the cover of 
a ravine to move to the immediate 
'rear of the Union artillery \\"hich was 
now protected by the 2d Tennessee. 
A rebel charge completely routed the 
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Tennessee tl·OOP~. and Gurley Was on 
top of the Cninn battery almost be­
fore they saw him. With a wild rebel 
yell, the AlabamIan" rode them down 
even though the blue artillerymen 
died hy their guns, their last I'ound 
killing Gurley', fil'st sergeant when 
he \\'a, withlll 1.0; feet of the l'annon's 
muzzle. The loss of the artillery ende,! 
the fight. The U n ion 'l\l'renrIered 
about 150 men 'lI1cluding Ingersoll I , 
70 horses and two pieces of artIllery. 

The Federal commander was over­
whelmed at his mi"fOl'tulle. lie told 
Forre:-.t: 

/ thollght / was a snldiel', but you 
s/{}"t'flllndrrl and raptnred mp hrf(jte 
I knpl(' what if H'Q,'{ all about. J'm not 
a soldiel', and I'm nflt lIO/n,q to f>'Y to 
be. 

One of Forrest's troopers put It 
this way, "Ingersoll made It good fight 
but if he really beIie\'ed that there is 
no hell we l'onvinced him that there 
was something mightily like it." 
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Reports to Grant grossly overesti­
mated the size of the Confederate 
force. They 'credited Forrest with as 
many as 10,000 men; some even sug­
gested that he had been joined by 
Cheatham's divIsion. Unimpressed by 
the rep orb and acutely aware of the 
danger Forrest p08ed. Grant wag de­
termined to stop hIm. He ordered 
Dodge north from Corinth and told 
Lowe to take 1500 men from Forts 
lIenry and Heiman and attack the 
rebels. Brayman arrived in Jackson 
tu bolster Sullh'an \\ ho wired Grant 
he could hold agalllst 10,000 and go 
out and \\ hIp 5000. Grant responded 
by telling him, "Don't fail to get up 
a force and attack the enemy. Never 
":Ilt tn h""e them attack you." Sage 
a,h ke \\ hil'h Sullivan faded to heed. 

The rehels pushed on rapIdly from 
Lexingto}], s\\ eeping liP stragglerR aR 
they wellt, and alTI\'ed in the Yil'inity 
of Jacbon .lust before dark. Forrest 
knew he \\"a .... in dang-er and was ,de­
termined to hold Sullivan in the city. 
He had no intenti',J]] of attacking .Jack­
son out wanted Sulhvan to believe 
othel'\\'lse. To accomplish this. Forrest 
immeniately set about convincing the 

..L'nion general he was faced by an 
overwhelming force. Troops marched 
back and forth 111 the enemy's sight, 
kettle drums wel'e beaten at various 
loeations to suggest infantry move­
ments, hundreds of extra campfires 
were lighted, and no opportunity over­
looked to exaggerate the size of the 
foree to local l'ivllians or to prlsonen;; 
deliberately allowed to escape. Sullivan 
held 'his position and braced for an 
attack. About 8 o'clock that night. con­
vinced that Sullivan was frozen in 
position. Forrest :-.truck in two direc~ 
tions. 

Biffle and Cox raced south to de­
stroy the railroads leading to Corinth 
and Bolivar. They reached their ob· 
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.lectives in a few haul'S and encoun­
tered practically no resistance as they 
tOl'e up large sections of track, de­
stroyed bridges and culverts and re­
peatedly cut telegraph lines. The only 
incident that marred their trip was 
that the break in the road to Bolivar 
came too late to prevent Fuller's bri­
gade from joining Sullivan. 

Meanwhile. Dibrell charged north in 
the l'over1l1g darkness and hit Carroll 
Station at a gallop just at daybreak. 
The hard l'ldlng Tennesseans chose a 
moving train as their first target 
but could not stop it even by pelting 
it from engine to eaboose with heavy 
fire. The train lost, they swung back 
toward the station and charged its 
stockade on foot. It took only a fe\\­
minutes for the defenders to decide 
that the graybacks were too much fOJ' 
thpm. After only token resistance, the 
101 Union soldiers turned themselves 
over to the attackers. The rebels 
quickly converted all they could carry 
to their own use and put the stockade 
to the tOl·ch. The railroad and tele· 
graph lines were torn up for some 
distance in both directions. Within ~6 
hom's, both forces had rejoined For· 
rest. 

Reinforced by Fuller, Sullivan now 
decided to probe forward with six 
regiments led by Colonel Englemann. 
This force was instantly in trouble. 
Forrest caught them in an artillery 
crossfire. and the Union force quickly 
fell back although Englemann rather 
petulantly observed that they did so 
" ... without having first obtained 
any orders from me to that effect." 
They soon received such orders, how­
ever, as Forrest, keeping up the pre­
tense of a general assault, drove them 
back into Jackson. Once again, Sul­
livan gIrded for an attack that never 
came. Finally, on the morning of the 
20th, confused and tired of waiting, 
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SullIvan decIded to mount n full-scale 
attack against the rebel force. Leav­
Ing 2000 men to guard Jackson, he 
reached eastward, but Forrest had 
vanished. 

While Sullivan waited for the ex­
pected attack ·the previous night, For­
rest was on the move. Csing the 4th 
A1abama a~ a rear guard, he marched 
north to Spring Creek and spent a 
portion of the night waiting for his 
separated force to regroup. All arrived 
by daybreak. Now, Forrest split them 
again. Dibrell was ordered to destroy 
the stockade on Forked Deer Creek, 
Starnes to take Humboldt, Diffie to 
get in the real' of Trenton while For­
rest attacked from the front, and Rus­
sell again covered the rear. 

As Sullivan groped fruitlessly to 
the east on the 20th, the ill wind that 
was cooling Yankee fortunes rose to 
hurricane force. As Forrest's men 
tanned out to the north, Van Darn 
struck a body blow in the south. 
Chargi~g out of the predawn dark-
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ness, his cavalrymen rode over the 
huge Union supply depot at Holly 
Springs. fly nightfall, they had eom­
pletely destroyed It and tIed down a 
strong Union force that could have 
been used against Forrest. Meanwhile, 
Forrest was obliterating the Union 
line of communication through Ten­
ne~see. 

Dibrell moved quickly to Forked 
Deer Creek intent on destroying its 
bridge and stockade. Again, he met a 
train, but, this time, it was filled with 
Union soldiers who were disposed to 
fight. Dibrell's troopers managed to 
fire one volley into it before it moved 
across the bridge and unloaded the 
troops. They qu ickly took cover in a 
wooded area and laid down such ef­
fective fire that the rebels had to leave 
the bridge. Turning to the stockade, 
they found it also a tough nut to 
crack. Boggy ground kept Morton 
from bringing his guns into action, 
and a spirited defense prevented a 
successful assault without artillery. 
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Recognizing the futility of pursuing' 
a hopeless effort, Flibrell retreated to 
rejoin the column. 

At 1 o'~lock, Starnes hit Humboldt 
lIke a summer storm. His thundering 
charge into the town was so sudden 
and overwhelming that the Union 
force surrendered with hardly a shot 
fired. Stal'neg' bag consisted of 100 
pl'i~Oner8, four eahlSOn!4, 500 arm~. 

!l00.000 rOllnds of ammunition and 
large stores of sllpp"es. In keeping 
with their pattern, the rebels took 
what they could carry and put the 
remainder to the torch. This included 
a magazine that provided a splendid 
dIsplay of fireworks. Again. the rail­
road. culverts and telegraph lines were 
destroyed, Starnes the n hastened 
north to rejoin his leader. 

Forrest arrived at Trenton at 3 
o'clock and charged without preamble. 
The Union force, under Colonel Fry. 
was waiting this time. barricaded be­
hind cotton bales and hogsheads' of 
tohacco with sharpshooters posted on 
the tops of buildings. They let such 
a hail of lead fly into the charging 
rebels that Forrest immediately broke 
off the attack. Not one to risk men 
uselessly, he started dispersing his 
force to surround the town and or­
dered up the artillery. Before it got 
Into positIOn. Riffle arrived and com­
pleted the action to surround Fry. 
Rebel sharpshooters kept the blue­
coats occupied until Freeman could 
position his artillery. He chose a depot 
in the center of the barricaded area 
as his target. Three quick rounds from 
the field pieces smashing through this 
area convinced Fry, and the white 
flag went up. With Trenton. Forrest 
took 250 prisoners. 13 wagons. 7 cais­
sons, 20,000 rounds of artillery am­
munition, 400,000 rounds of small 
arms ammunition, a large number of 
horses and mules and a considerable 
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store of supplies. As his w 0 rId 
crumbled around him, Fry offered his 
sword to Forrest commenting that it 
had been in his family 40 years. For· 
rest examined it, then handed it back 
saying, "Take back your sword, Colo­
nel, as it is a family relic; but I hope, 
sir, the next time you wear it, it will 
not be against your own people." 

North of Sprmg Creek, Russell's 
rear guard waited like' a ,pider on 
Its web for any pursuing force. Late 
in the forenoon, their prey, in the 
form of an infantry column out of 
Jackson, cautiously crossed the stream. 
Without warning, Russell's forc~, half 
as infantry and h a I f as cavalry, 
pounced on the bluecoated foot sol· 
diers. The swarm of yellmg rebels led 
by a sheet of deadly fire was too much 
for the stm'tled pursuers. They pan­
icked and fell back across the creek 
burning the single bridge behind them. 
Russell waited on the opposite shore 
until darkness, then slipped north· 
ward to join his leader. Sullivan 
promptly upped his estimate of For­
rest's strength to 20,000. 

While his lieutenants joined up one 
by one through the night, Forrest 
held Trenton, re-equipped the remain­
der of his force and continued to prac­
tice the fine art of deception. He now 
had almost 1200 prisoners which he 
determined to parole. As this process 
was going on, he loudly instructed 
"couriers" to tell various "generals" 
to bring up their "commands." Again, 
extra campfires were built, and de­
tachments of troops were marched 
about with the net result that all the 
parolees were convinced that Forrest 
had an extremely large force at his 
command. Before the night had ended, 
all of Forrest's commanders had re­
joined him, and Napier had arrived 
with an additional 430 troops. 

With Sullivan minimized as a threat 
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because of his own indecisiveness and 
inflated estimate of his opposition, 
Forrest was keenly interested in in­
timidating Davies and his 5000 troops 
at Columbus. Davies accommodated 
him by being as susceptible as Sul­
livan to Forrest's deceptions. Davies 
was convinced that it was really Bragg 
who was approaching and had no in­
tention of leaving Columbus. In fact, 
as time passed, he became so nervous 
that he started loading $13 million 
worth of supplies on boats, dug a net­
work of trenches, and ordered the 
commander of Island No. 10 to spike 
his guns and destroy the ammunition. 

Daybreak on the 21st saw the Con­
federates in action again. The stores 
at Trenton, after having been sys­
tematically looted to equip the raiders, 
were destroyed, and the rebels again 
moved north. It was a greatly changed 
force now. Every man was completely 
equipped, courtesy of the Union Army, 
and their n·umber had actually in­
creased since crossing the river. 
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The rebel line of march followed 
the line of the Mobile and Ohio Rail­
road. In turn, Rutherford Station, 
Kenton, Union City and, finally, Mos­
cow, Kentucky fell before the gray 
tide. As they marched, the rebels sys­
tematically and thoroughly destroyed 
the railroad. A common statement 
heard during the war was that rail­
roads destroyed by cavalry were back 
in operation almost before the hoof­
beats died away. ,,"0 such accusation 
could be leveled at Forrest's men. 
When they left a railroad, it took 
neW rails, ties, bridges, culverts and 
a lot of work to put it back into use. 

On the 24th, the rebels arrived at 
the Obion River bottoms. Here, the 
Mobile and Ohio had some 15 miles 
of bridges and trestles snaking their 
way through the swampy bottom land. 
Arming his men with impressed axes, 
Starnes assaulted the railroad. It 
proved .a formidable challenge. The 
gray riders sloshed about hip deep in 
mud and slimy water in freezing cold 
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while they hacked sway at timbers 
"as hard as horn with axes as dull as 
froes." To aid their efforts, they split 
wood and built fires around supporting 
timbers and on trestles caked with 
ice and sleet. Before night fell, the 
cold, muddy troopers had the satisfac­
tion of seeing the great trestle topple 
over into the frigid swamp. That 
Harne evening, Forrest received word 
that 10,000 troops were moving to 
cut off his retreat and that a sizable 
force under General Haynie was near­
ing Union City. 

Despite this disqu ieting news, For­
rest decided to give his men a day o'f 
rest. The 25th Was spent in relaxa­
tion. The troops loafed through the 
day, lounging' around fires, idling 
away the hours smoking, drinking cof­
fee and swapping stories. Their com­
mandel' wandered about among them 
telling jpkes, praising their efforts 
and making certain that they knew 
he had seen and appreciated all they 
had done. When darkness fell on that 
Christmas Day, it blanketed a proud 
rebel force, filled with confidence, 
ready to tackle anything in its way. 
The next day, they would have to get 
out of west Tennessee--if they could. 

On the 26th, Forrest turned south­
east to avoid Haynie. A bone chilling 
rain fell through the day, turning 
already miserable roads into almost 
impassable quagmires. Nevertheless, 
the raiders made 26 miles and de­
stroyed an important bridge on the 
Paducah branch of the railroad. At 
nightfall, they were in Dresden where 
they halted for the night, waiting for 
word from scouts that had swept the 
country during the day. 

Forrest's intelligence clearly showed 
that the stumbling Union juggernaut 
had finally gained purposeful motion. 
Lowe was waiting for him to thE 
north; gunboats were. covering the 
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river up as far as Clifton; all ferries 
had been destroyed; the bridges froD! 
Paris south to Jackson had been de­
stroyed and strong forces were on 
guard at all, crossings; Dodge was 
moving north from Corinth to block 
Forrest if he moved south; and Sul­
livan ha,j Dunham and Fuller under­
way from Trenton to hit the rebel 
flank. A blue noose had been spreaa 
around the raiders. All that remained 
was to jerk it tight. 

At 11 :00 p.m. on the 27th, Dunham 
pulled out of Trenton with 1800 men 
followed at daybreak by Fuller, ac­
companied by Sullivan and Haynie, 
with 2000 men. The Union command­
ers. certain that Forrest would at­
tempt to cross the Tennessee at Reyn­
oldsburg, were intent all striking a 
paralyzing blow to hIS flank. But, on 
the morning of the 27th, Forrest 
moved southeast instead of east and, 
at dark, went into camp above a 
branch of the Obion near McKenzie 
and just above the Union line of 
march. The raiders held this position 
through the night while Dunham 
passed by on the other side. headed 
east. 

At sundown on the 28th, Forrest 
pulled his force up on the bank of the 
Obion that separated him from the 
Union force. Here, an old bridge, so 
decrepit that no one had bothered to 
destroy it, offered the only unguarded 
crossing in the area. Tn addition to 
its appalling condition, the bridge had 
quarter·mile causeways on each end 
which gave the appearance of im­
passable bogs. It offered little hope to 
the weary riders looking for a way 
to escape. 

Night came as it can only in the 
South in the dead of winter. Gloomy 
and foreboding, the gathering dark­
ness was filled with a smothering mist 
punctured by freezing rain. Slipping 
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and sliding in the muck, Forrest care­
fully examined the bridge, then dIs­
mounted his men and started them 
repairing it. He led the way in person, 
swinging an ax alongside his troopers 
to provide timbers while others strug­
gled on the wet, slimy structure re­
pairing it in the fitful light of torches 
and candles. Within an hour, the first 
of the cavalry was crossing the shaky 
structure. 

Once the cavalry was over, Forrest 
ordered the wagons to follow but 
found the drivers reluctant to commit 
their charges to the dilapidated bridge. 
Losing his patience, Forrest clambered 
onto the lead wagon, grabbed the lines 
and urged the team forward. Lunging 
and slipping on the muddy causeway, 
they scrambled onto and over the 
bridge. This example encouraged the 
other drivers, and the wagon train 
started to move. Unfortunately, the 
next 'two wagons overturned, and the 
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operation stopped as the rebels stared 
in discouraged disappointment. For­
rest now completely lost his temper and 
waded through the troops shouting 
and swearing to jar them out of their 
despondency. Under the lashing tongue 
of their leader, they plunged into the 
icy water, righted the two wagons 
and got them across. 

Now, Forrest put the men to repair­
ing the causeways by filling holes with 
sacks of captured sugar and coffee. 
This done, he had every vehicle sur­
rounded by men and set the train in 
motion again. Men pulled on vehicles. 
pushed on teams. fell into the freezing 
mud and water but with much cursing, 
sweating and straining the last of the 
force was over the river at 3 :00 a.ru. 
The raiders now lay in the bottom, 
between Fuller. who was camped at 
Shady Grove, and Dunham who was 
several miles to the east. 

At daybreak on the 2!lth. Fuller 
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moved out toward Huntington, arriv­
ing ther~ in the ~fternoon. Sullivan 
wired Grant .that he was in Hunting­
ton before Forrest knew that he had 
left Trenton and that he had the 
enemy in a tight place with his troops 
closing from three directions. Sullivan 
would have been astonished to know 
that Forrest knew exactly what he 
was doing and was, at that time, 
bivouacked 16 miles from Lexington 
at Flakes Stores in the rear of the 
Union force. 

Forrest now derided to change his 
objective and destroy Grant's last 
large s tor e of supplies located at 
Bethel Station. Grant had already rec­
ognized this possibility and had wired 
Sullivan that the road south of Jack­
son had to be protected "peradven­
ture." It was no longer within the 
capability of the outmaneuvered Sul­
livan to provide the desired protection, 
however,' if Forrest chose to strike. 

Forrest was aware that a strike ,at 
Bethel Station under the existing con­
ditions would force him to run grave 
risks. He knew he could desh'oy his 
objective, but he would be left with 
an exhausted force to use in breaking 
through to the river. The time it 
would take him to c6mpletely destroy 
Bethel Station would also provide 
enough time for Dodge to join Sul­
livan. Then, he would face a force 
too strong for him when he broke 
for the river. After thinking this 
over, Forrest decided that he would 
first destroy Sullivan. He determined 
to rest his force on the 30th, split 
Sullivan's brigades and crush them 
piecemeal on the 31st, and destroy 
Bethel Station on 2 January. He was 
so positive he could do this that he 
sent a company to destroy the tele­
graph lines and bridges and prepare 
forage 12 miles south of Jackson. 

With Dibrell guarding the flank 
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toward Trenton, Forrest made his 
first move on the night of the 30th. 
He sent his brother, Bill, and his com­
pany, christened "The Forty Thieves," 
to draw Dunham out. He wanted him 
at a place called Parker Cross Roads 
about 7 miles below Clarksburg where 
the Clarksburg and McLemoresville 
roads intersected. Bill hit Dunham and 
immediately fell back in the desired 
direction. Dunham started a forced 
march to cut off Bill's retreat and 
wired Sullivan for immediate rein­
fOl·cement. Sullivan was stunned when 
he heard Forrest was in his rear and 
delayed making any move for fear 
that he was being made the victim 
of another deception. 

With Sullivan reacting as he had 
anticipated, Forrest sent four com­
panies to watch him and closed on 
Dunham. The two forces were about 
equal in strength, but Forrest had 
eight pieces of artillery to Dunham's 
three. Never willing to risk men un­
necessarily, Forrest decided to defeat 
Dunham with artiIlery. 

Thl! gray artillery pulled up on the 
crest of a hill to find the Union force 
drawn up in line of battle about 400 
yards in front of them. Their lirst 
round was answered immediately by 
the blue artillery, and the duel was 
on. In about half an hour, the rebels 
had destroyed one Union gun and 
forced Dunham back to the top of a 
ridge. The rebels now advanced in 
good order, and, after a short fight, 
the blue force gave up the ridge, They 
regrouped quickly, howe v e r, and 
charged the ridge but could not stand 
the cloud of musket balls, grape and 
cannister that enveloped them. 

Forced steadily back, Dunham took 
cover in a wooded area enclosed by a 
rail fence and surrounderl by open 
fields. Forrest moved up more artil­
lery and sent Russell to the right rear 
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and Starnes to the left rear of the 
opposing force. Dunham, observing 
this move, immediately charged the 
weakened rebel front. Again, a hail of 
grape and cannister broke the charge 
and forced the Union troops to fall 
back. Before they could regroup, Rus­
sell hit their right rear and captured 
their wagon train. Simultaneously, 
Starnes crashed into the blue left 
rear but could not brea~ it. Forrest 
now increased the presSure on the 
front and broke th .. 39th Iowa, bllt 
they quickly rallied and regrouped at 
the edge of the woods. 

Napier had been holding on top of 
a nearby knoll. Forrest now told him 
to crush the Union right flank which 
had moved ou t of the woods. At a 
word, Napier's troopers swung into 
the saddle and, with a screaming rebel 
yell, galloped into the blue force. The 
bluebirds broke under the charge and 
clashed back into the woods losing 
their artillery in the process. Here, 
they held and forced the attackers to 
withdraw with heavy losses. 

The gray objective had been gained, 
however. Dunham was now covered on 
three sides and had lost both his artil­
lery and wagon train. Her .. and there 
among the blue troopers, white flags 
began to wave, and Forr .. st ordered 
the firing to stop. He sent an orderly 
forward to take the surrender and, in 
his words, "save further effusion of 

. blood." At the same time, he advised 
Dunham that, if he did not surrender, 
"I will put every man to the sword." 

Dunham knew he was whipped but 
still hoped reinforcements in the form 
of Fuller's brigade would arrive in 
response to his wire to Sullivan. Play­
ing for time, he sent word to Forrest 
that he could pass on unmolested if 
he desired. Forrest had no interest in 
passing on and was about to tell 
Dunham so when the sound of heavy 
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firing came f,'OI;' his rear. 
According to a story, probably apoc­

ryphal, Colonel Carroll of Forrest's 
staff dashed up to the general and 
excitedly told him, "General, a heavy 
line of infantry is in our r .. ar. We're 
between two lines of battle. What'll w .. 
do?" 

Th .. unrum .. d Forrest is alleged to 
have quickly replied, "Charge both 
ways!" 

Forr .. st did rush to his rear to 
find Fuller's troops alre,{dy among the 
hors .. holders. Boxed b .. tween the two 
Union forces, the raid .. rs w .. re look­
ing disaster squarely in the .. ye. A 
quick move by Dunham at this moment. 
might well have tipped the scales, but' 
rapid reaction by Russell and Starnes 
prevented it. Guessing the meaning of 
the firing to the rear, they charged 
Dunham from two sides, nailing him 
in position. In the meantime, Fuller 
pressed his advantage. H .. swept over 
part of the Confederate force captur­
ing 300 of Napier's troops and their 
horses, two rebel artillery pieces, and 
recapturing the three pieces Dunham 
had lost. He also got a section of his 
artillery in position and poured heavy 
fire into the fleeing rebels. 

Dibrell's men, after a killing march 
from Trenton, took the full force of 
the cannon fire. Seeing the heavy cas­
ualties his troops were taking, the 
enraged Forrest suppl .. mented his es­
cort with 50 of Dibrell's men and led 
a headlong charge at the Union guns. 
This act was so totally unexpected that 
the surprised gunners and their in­
fantry support were completely scat­
tered in minutes. The rebels grabbed 
two of the Union caissons and rapidly 
rode free. Forrest, now clear of Fuller 
and behind Dunham. regrouped his 
scattered troopers and dashed toward 
Lexington. 

Behind him, Sullivan wired Grant 
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that, "Forrest's Army is completely 
broken up" and that' all he needed 
was "a good. cavalry regiment to go 
through the country and pick them 
up." Grant immediately dispatched the 
cavalry regiment. !low much Sullivan 
believed what he told his commander 
is indicated by the fact that he held 
his position at Parker Cross Roads 
for 24 hours expecting a counterat­
tack at any moment! 

The rebels arriwd in Lexington in 
the early evening and went into biv­
ouac. At 2:00 a.m., Forrest ordered, 
"To Horse," and they moved out to­
ward the Tennessee River. Forrest 
was deeply troubled about being sur­
prised by Fuller. Unaware that his 
patrol had misunderstood his order 
and passed parallel to Fuller rather 
than meeting him head on, Forrest 
rode along deep in thought trying to 
unravel the puzzle. 

Morton', riding beside his general, 
felt the hot breath of a musket ball as 
it whispered by him and saw Forrest's 
head drop. "General, are you hurt?" 
Morton asked anxiously. 

Fo: ... est reached up, pulled his hat 
off, and stared at the hole drilled in 
it. After a moment, he shook his head 
and said, "No, but didn't it corne damn 
close to me?" 

With men ahead to raise the fer­
ries, the column moved easily almost 
to Clifton. Here, they met the "good 
regIment" of cavalry Grant had sent 
to pick them up. The "good regiment" 
hardly knew what hit it. Dibrell 
_tormed through its c e n tel' while 
Starnes and Biffle rolled up the flanks. 
In minutes, it was over-the end of 
Union efforts to stop the raiders. 

At nuon New Year's Day, the return 
1'1\'er crossing started. Vehicles and 
e,!ulpment crossed by ferry; the horses 
"ere forced to swim the river, each 
group led by a trooper lp a ,skiff hold-
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Slfrtches by Major James R. ChfllUlO» , 
U1"" rI Sffltr'8 Army 

ing the brIdle of a lead amma); and 
the men rode the ferries, made rafts 
or swam the wide stream. At 8 :00 
p.m .. the last trooper hit the eastern 
shore and the raid was over. 

At last, Sullivan, whom one of his 
officers described as a "genius at tardi­
ness," moved again to the complete 
disgust of everyone in his command. 
They knew Forrest was gone and pur­
suit useless. Nevertheless, they stum­
bled through the cold, rain and mud 
in a last futile effort. Late on the 2d, 
they arrived at the river to find only 
rain, misery, silence and a long. gruel­
ing walk horne. 

The South was jubilant over For­
rest's sucress. His reputation as a 
winner was c1ea"ly established. He had 
taken a green. ill-equipped brigade 
across the river. Although he lost SOO 
men. he added more than he lost and 
returned with a brigade in which 
every man was fully equipped and 
battle-hardened. He had captured, 
wounded 01' killed 1500 Union troops, 
including the colonels of four regi­
ments; captured 5 pieces of artillery, 
11 caissons, 38 wagollfi, destroyed im-
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mense stores of supplies; utterly dis­
rupted communications; and severely 
damaged the railroad. Most impor­
tantly, the Union plan for Vicksburg 
failed completely. Grant was forced 
to give up operations relying on a long 
rail line for logistics support and had 
to fall back out of central Mississippi. 

The untutored general had out­
witted the best the Union could throw 
against him and succeeded beyond the 
wildest dreams of his own command­
ers. Completely fearless, possessed of 
boundless confidence in his own ability 
and absolutely realistic in his ap­
proach to war, Fonest had proven 
himself a master at his newly acquired 
trade. Those \\ ho marveled at such 
ability in an untraIned general could 
have learned much of the secret to his 

Colonel William R. Brooksher, Us 
Air Force, i., ~'ice Commander of the 
341st Siraley,c Missile Wing (Slra­
tegic Air C()/IIlIIand), Malmslrom Air 
Forer Base. Munlana. lie received a 
B.S. from Ihe Unil'ersily of Colorado, 
an M.B.A. from the Unirersily of Mis­
souri, and is a graduate of the Air 
Command and Siaff Co/lege and Ihc 
National IVa," College. He has served 
wilh Ihe Direelomle of Operalion .• and 
Tmining, Headquarters, Stralegic Ai" 
Command, Offull Air Force Base, 
Nebraska. 
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success from this story: After return­
ing to camp, Fon'est was examining 
a saber he had taken at Trenton. He 
noticed that. in keeping with time­
honored custom, it was sharpened only 
at the point. He called an orderly and 
put him to turning a grindstone while 
he sharpened the blade to razor keen­
ness along its entire length. An of­
ficer \\ ith years of service in the 
Regular Army was appalled at this. 
S["'ewing up his courage. he protested 
to Forrest that what he was doing was 
in viulation of a]1 militar;' precedent. 
Forrest tram.fixed the officer with a 
cold, emotionless stare for a few,mo­
mellts and then :;;aid, .. ~rar means 
fightin', and fightin' means killin'." 
Then he tu rned back to the slowly 
revolving grindstone. 
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lI'ilh Ihe 34/st Stmtegie Missile Win!! 
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a B.A. from King Col/eue and an M.A. 
from Duke Unl1·('rsity. A.o;;signment . .;: 
include sen1icr with the a.slst Sha­
legie Missile IVmg (Minuleman, Stm­
tegic Ail' Command), Whiteman Air 
Force Base. lJ,fissouri. and a.';: an in­
sl"uet01' ,Pith the 4J15th Combat Crell' 
Training Squadron, Vandenberg Air 
Force Base, California. 
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Pflul Revere find WHO? 

Major John A. Hardaway, United States Army 

A s OUR nation approaches its 
200th birthday. every major 

event amI personality in its history 
wlil receive repeated and in-depth at­
tention. It is appropriate that some of 
the lesser figures receive due recogni­
tion for their significant contribu­
tions. One such figure was William 
Dawes ;]1'. of Boston. 

Every American IS familiar wIth 
Paul Revere's ride. beginning with'the 
dis p I a y of lanterns from North 
Church. The story is told repeatedly 
in history books and was immortalized 
in Longfellow's poem. What few know 
IS that William Dawes made an equally 

-Important ride for the same purpose 
on that momentous evening. 

The immedwte act precipitating 
bot h the rides of Revere and Dawes 
and the American War of Indepen­
dence began with a letter from the 
British Colonial Secretary to General 
Gage in Boston. This letter directed 
Gage to take military action to restore 
British authority in Massachusetb. 
General Gage determined that the first 
act should be to capture Colonial mili­
tary stores located at Concord, ap­
proximately 20 miles from Boston. 

The problem confronting the pa­
triots in Roston was not what Gage in­
tended to do because .this was gener­
ally known. The important question 

56 

was when did he plan to dispatch his 
force? Dr .• Joseph Warren of the Bas· 
ton Committee of Safety de3ignated 
Revere and Dawes to carry the warn­
ing to Lexington and CGncord as soon 
as the British began their move. A 
warning to Lexington. about midway 
between Concord and Boston, was cru­
cial not only to aronse the Colonial 
militia but also because two of the 
colonies' leading patriots. John Han­
cock and Samuel Adams. were staying 
there. 

Dawes. a member of the patriotIC 
Sons of Liberty. had long been deeply 
involved in anti-British activities. 
Most importantly. Dawes was instru· 
mental in the theft from the British 
of some small brass cannon. The lim­
ited war material in the possession of 
the patriots made these cannon most 
important. They had belonged to Mas­
sachusetts Colony for some time but. 
after trouble began. were kept under 
strong British guard. How this theft 
was managed is an exciting gtory in 
itself. Suffice it to say here that the 
operation required great stealth and 
lIlvolved storage of two of the cannon 
for sometime in a nearby school wood· 
box. 

As was to be expected in the rapidly 
deteriorating situation in and around 
Boston. the British had clamped tight 
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COB troIs over traffic in and out of the 
city. When the time came for Revere 
and Dawes to begin thei( rides, escap­
ing from the city was a significant 
problem. Knowing the objectives of 
the British forces but not being aware 
of the route they would take provide" 
the ansWer a, to why Dr. Warren se­
lected two riders to spread the warn­
ing. Revere was to cross /the Charles 
River and proceed from Charleston to 
Lexington which wa, the shorter 
route. Dawes was to take the longer 
route which involved getting out of 
the city by way of the narrow neck 
connecting Boston with the mainland 
and proceeding to Lexington via Cam­
bridge. The !leck was guarded, but 
Dawes had made his preparations 
carefully. He had taken great pains to 
become friendly with as many of the 
British guards as possible. 

British troop movements and other 
activities on the afternoon and even­
ing of 18 April 1775 indicated that 
the tIme for the British had arrived. 
D2.wes was the first to depart Boston. 
Dr. Warren sent him out in the early 
evening with the job of getting to 
Lexington and warning Adams and 
Hancock of the British mo,'ement. 
Fortunately, one of the British sol­
diers he had previously befriended 
was on duty that night, and Dawes 
was able to escape the city without 
difficulty. Revere departed sometime 
later, crossing the Charles River and 
picking up a horse as previollsly ar­
ranged. He also had as his principal 
duty the warning of Hancock and 
Adams. 

Afte; experiencing some slight diffi­
culty with a British patrol, Revere 
reached Lexington before Dawes. Both 
men had issued the alarm as they jour-

Ma,ior John A. Hardan'ay is with the 
Depal·tment of Strategy, USACGSC. 
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neyed to Lexington. Their warnings 
prompted many other patriots to ride 
throughout the countryside alerting 
the militia. Dawes and Revere, having 
warned Adams and Hancock in Lex­
ington, continued toward Concord. 
They were Joined by Dr. Samuel Pres­
cott, a reSIdent of Concord, who had 
been visiting a lady friend in Lexing­
ton. 

The trio gave the alarm as they 
moved along the road to Concord. 
While Dawes and Prescott had halted 
at one house, Revere rode slightly 
ahead. WIthout warning, the three 
riders rode into a British patrol that 
had been dispatched from Boston ear­
lier that day, As the patrol began to 
move the three patriots away, Pres­
cott signaled hIS compatriots that he 
\Va" going to make a break for free­
dom. All three riders spurred their 
mounts away from the British. Dawes 
and Prescott managed to escape but 
Revere was recaptured. Prescott con­
tinued on to Concord and gave the 
alarm to this community. Dawes man­
aged to lose his pursuers but. in the 
process, also lost his horse. He re­
turned to Lexington on foot. 

Although Paul Re\'ere has gailled 
principal credit for 'alerting the mili­
tia, due credit also must be accorded 
Dawes. Prescott was the only one who 
reached Concord. He also has received 
little attention and credit for his role 
on that important night. 

William Dawes Jr. was 30 years of 
age when he participated in the great 
events of 18 and 19 April 1775. Ob­
viously a daring young man who con­
tributed signIficantly to the eady Re\'­
olutionary movement. the nistory 
books do not record his later partici­
pation in the war although we can as­
sume he did. William Dawes dIed on 
25 February 1799 and \\as buried at 
Kings Chapel in Boston. ~I: 
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The Chinese Army 
and 

Psychological ,Warfare: 

P(Jst, Present, Promise 
Colonel Jack L. Mohler, United States Army Reserve 

and 
Lieutenant Colonel George D. Livmgston Jr., United States Army 

P SYCHOLOGICAL warfare is a 
traditional weapon for Chinese 

commanders who, for centuries, have 
considered it an integral part of their 
battle plans. 

Sun Yat-sen included the study of 
political warfare in the military acad­
emy he established for the Chinese 
Nationalist Army. The concept of po­
litical commissars as advisors to mili­
tary commanders was added by the 
R u s s ian Communists when they 
worked with the Nationalist Chinese 
after World War I. The People's Lib­
eration Army (PLA) has since car­
ried on the system introduced to 
Chiang Kai-shek's f{)rces to include 
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exporting it to allies such as the 
North Koreans and North Vietnam­
ese. 

The Beginnings 
Historically, political warfare in the 

PLA has had two major missions: to 
indoctrinate its own troops with Com­
munist ideology (psychological. de­
fense) and to undermine the enemy's 
will to fight (psychological offense). 
For example, to these ends, the re­
sponsible staff element in the PLA's 
general headquarters plans and con­
ducts armywide campaigns that in­
clude self-criticism meetings, politi­
cal indoctrination s c h e d u Ie sand 
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education; it even specifies the books 
which personnel of the army can and 
cannot read. The Political Bureau also 
plans and conducts psychological war­
fare against the enemy. 

The Political Affairs Department of 
the 8th Route Army. the original Chi­
nese Communist force. was weli-de­
veloped by 1937. Its main mission was 
to indoctrinate its own trpops in "cor­
rect" political thinking. It also con­
tained an Antienemy Work Section 
for psychological warfare. This sec­
tion had a bureau in each division and 
brigade, a section in each regiment 
and a cell in each company. Policies 
and plans for psychological warfare 
campaigns were formulated by the 
Political Affairs Dppartment general 
headquarters located in Yenan. 1n­
structions and directives went down 

Colonel Jack L. Mohler, US Army 
Reserve, is "egional manager for J. P. 
Cleave,' Company inc., a management 
consultant firm, and is mobilization 
designee to the Office of the Deputy 
Chief of Staff fm' Military Opera­
tions. ITe received an A.B. from 
Princeton Unive"sity and is a gmd­
uate of the US,lCGSC and the Army 
WO!' College. This article u'as pre­
pared while he 1l'as on active duty ai 
the US Army lnsiitute fa,· Military 
Assistance, Il'orking nn an Anny 
study about psychological operations. 
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through channels to where eventually 
company cells trained the soldiers 
in the proper attitude toward pris­
oners of War (PWs) and distributed 
pamphlets and leaflets. They also 
trained the troops to shout slogans at 
the enemy and to collect frontline psy­
chological warfare intelligence. 2 

Psychological war far e was first 
used by the PLA against the Nation­
alist. Chinese forces before World War 
II and early in the ci ~il war. Leaflets 
and han d bill s, wall posters and 
shouted slogans proved to be success­
ful. 

Against the Japanese 
In opposing the Japanese in World 

War II, the 18th Group Army of the 
PLA tried the same methods such as 
shouted slogans and promises of good 

Lieutenant Colonel George D. Liv­
ingston h. is Chief. Studies Branch, 
Office of the Deputy Commandant for 
Combat and Training Developments, 
US Army lnstitute fO!' Military As­
si •• tance. Fort Bmgg, North Carolina. 
He received a B.S. and an M.S. in 
Economics from Florida State Univer­
sity and A ubu1'll Unirersity, respec­
tiL·ely. and is a graduate of the 
USACGSC. He has had numerous 
staf! and command assignments while 
sen'ing in Southeast Asia and the 
Continental United States. 
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treljtment, but without much success. 
Leaflets were belligerent in tone: 
"Overthrow the Emperor," "Down 
With lhe MiJitarists," and "Carry Out 
the Revolution in Japan." They only 
succeeded in antagonizing the Japa­
nese. In November 1938. Mao pointed 
out that the war was equally hard on 
the common people of Japan, Korea, 
Taiwan and China. He called for a 
"united front" of all these peoples 
against the war of aggression. This 
appeal likewise failed to produce the 
desired rea c t ion among' Japanese 
troops. 

The Antienemy Section interrogated 
PWs to find the reasons for its lack 
of success. It discovered that the 
Japanese responded favorably to a 
friendly, sympathetic approach, but 
that the principal reason for the fail­
ure of its appeals was the fear among 
.J apanese troops of lhe treatment they 
would receive as captives. 

The fi rst task then was to overcome 
.J apanese fear of mistreatment. The 
Antienemy Section formulated and in­
doctrinated its own troops in "battle 
discipline" on how to treat PWs: any 
injury or insult was forbidden; the 
sick and wounded were to receive med­
ical treatment; prisoners were to be 
;'eleased to their own lines if they 
wished. Li Ch'u-li, Chief of the Anti­
enemy Section, explained the strat­
egy: "Through softening their hostile 
feelings toward us, we build a bridge 
for propaganda to reach them." 

In 1939, Japanese PW volunteers 
formed the Awakening League which 

. eventually became the Japanese Peo­
ple's Emancipation Lea g u e. They 
listed 228 specific demands in a pam­
phlet entitled Demands of the Sol­
diers. According to captured Japanese 
documents, this pamphlet was a po­
tent psychological warfare weapon. 
Severe punishment was meted out to 
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any Japanese caught with it in his 
possession. 

Japanese PWs began to be used ex­
tensively in PLA psychological war­
fare. The Japanese Workers' and 
Peasants' School, established at Yenan 
in 1940, trained PWs in psychological 
warfare techniques. The improved 
methods began to show results. PWs 
reported increasingly severe punish­
ment for troops caught with PLA 
propaganda. Surrenders increased. 

Eventually, the 18th Group Army 
turned over the responsibility for all 
psychological warfare aimed at J apa­
nese troops to the PW psychological 
element. Policies were set in conjunc­

. tion with the Antienemy Section, but 
the psychological element carried 
them out independently. The Anti­
enemy Section helped with some of the 
frontline work where psychological 
units were not adequate. The Chinese 
felt that only Japanese could appeal 
to Japanese effectively-the propa­
ganda was in the correct idiom and 
was not coming from "foreigners." 

The Japanese Workers' and Peas­
ants' School in Yenan had a Propa­
ganda Committee of 18 students. It 
devised campaigns and prepared leaf­
let ideas. The material was radioed to 
psychological units in the field where 
most of the leaflets were produced. 
The Antienemy Section also sent mes­
sages to its subdivisions twice weekly 
with propaganda suggestions. 

PW reports were the main source 
of material for psychological warfare. 
They were studied closely as a guide 
for making changes as the situation 
changed. 

The good treatment of PWs was the 
cornerstone of the 18th Group Army's 
psychological warfare. From the mo­
ment of capture, PW s were treated as 
friends. They were given medical 
treatment if needed. They were sent 
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to the rear for "education" in the 
"true nature" of the war. If they 
wished, they were released, often with 
gifts and after a farewell party. The 
more hostile they were, the sooner 
they were let go. Japanese PWs re­
turning to their lines were living 
proof that the Chinese had not mis­
treated them. Japanese who wished to 
stay and work with the Cpinese were 
encouraged to do so. Of cine group of 
3000 PWs, more than 300 were 
tI'ained to conduct psychological war­
fare. 

The Civil War 
After the defeat of the J a\,anese. 

the PtA continued to use psychologi­
cal warfare in the civil war. In 1948, 
General Su Yu sent his battalions into 
the battle for Tsinan with posters and 
paste pots. lIT each city block, Su's in­
fantrymen had orders to paste up 
posters. "Paste-shoot," "shoot-paste" 
was the order of the day. Nationalist 
Lieutenant General Sun Li-jen tells 
how the PLA "prepared" the battle 
scene! 

The usual procedure lcaS infiltration 
of political commissars, followed by 
fioods of propaganda, explniting dis­
content. fomenting unrest and frater­
nizing with the local populace 1{'ith 
the objectives of gaining sympathy. 
facilitating good supply and gaining 
I'uluable information . ... 

Edgar O'Ballance desccibes the end 
of the civil war: 

The Red victory at Suchow, folio ICed 
by the fall of Peking, c0111pletely al­
tered the character of the war and a 
spirit of defeatism began to eat seri­
ously into the Nationalist hierarchy 
and the ranks of the army. Prel,ious 
defections had not been taken over-se­
riously, as they lcere a national trait. 
Non' there 'll:ere wholesale surrenders 
of Nationalist troops and defections 
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of commanders and officers, which 
grell' to embarrassing proportions in 
the ensuing montils. Taken by sur­
prise. unable to cope 1('ith them, un­
able to keep them pl'Operly in captivity 
and unwilling to let them loose, the 
defectors were incorp.omted into the 
PLA by whole units. under the;" own 
officers . .. . I 

Psychological operations played a 
major role in the defeat of the Na­
tionalist forces and was widely ex­
ploited. 

Tibet 
The Chinese Communist invasion 

force for Tibet was seven divisions, 
35.000 strong. Prior to the attack, 
Chinese agents started a "Jitter" cam­
paign among the Tibetans. On the 
evening of 18 October 1950, the Chi­
nese leading elements reached the 
lonely fortress of Chamdo. The 3000 
defending Tibetan troops expected a 
conventiona~ attack. Instead, during 
the night, they were shocked by a 
crescendo of explosions and a pyro­
technic display of bursting star shells 
and rockets. Rumor added to the panic, 
and the garrison commander rode off 
into the night. The troops were not 
long in following the fleeing general. 
Reportedly, not a shot was fired.' 
Chamdo was proof again that the 
Chinese liked battle ruses-they some­
times work, and they always add to 
the enemy's fear and confusion. 

Korea 
In Korea, the first American units 

to face attacking Chinese troops were 
startled to hear gongs banging and 
bugles blaring. The bugles normally 
are blown for purposes other than to 
frighten. However, their psychological 
impact is a bonus effect. Communica­
tion facilities in PLA units are poor, 
so they rely on time-honored bugles 
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'* ~ 1M *- 1it. #: 10F ft!] 4c ± 
FOLLOW ITS! WE GUARANTEE YOUR SAFETY 

,4\11H+I.t-iO'll{~*:i:tYJJt.i* • 
\Ve will take ."OU to a 5afe placp in the rear. 

2. 1i-4\li'lO'Ja.ir~fif:!I"".-ttYJ1k# , iI!.!I1ill~4:-:i:·~·I~tYJ 
1..'" , ,i'lIlirIHJ:it"f>,-<;lJ'liI!.lIl0 
Thousands Df your fellow soldier" are in the rear 
They hflve peace and :::afety. You will ~ee them 
$oon 

:l. 4\1i'~.tMi"':r.jJ,:r~~ , :r..rl"1Ji ,;r;*f.f~¥AtYJ 
t,,;,, ii.'l4\Ii"O'JIl.!t: 0 

\Ve Chinese Volunteers do not bal'JTI, and do not 
maltreat' war pri~oners, nOr do \ve take any of their 
pe"sonal belong-in!!!'., Thf'se are 0111' regulation.:; 

If ,\OU a1'e wounded, you will .get medical treatment. 

If: "f"~;;;; 1tli>{,l: ~ ~,j(-t-!.j: -t4:-4~ ,'Ii ,!" 0 

You will be able to \Vl'Ite home and tell your folk ... 
,VOU arE' safe. 

4\~~~~~T.JKAf.f".~ •• ~-~~~_ 
~o 

\Ve ha\'e already set free many American and 
Hl'it1.~h prisonf'l's You will certaInly he freed and 
get home in the end 

THE CIIINESE PEOPLE'S VOLUNTEER FORCES 

YOUNG Ones Do! and whIstleR; like the US Army of 
old. they have bugle calls to attack, 
to withdl'Uw, and so forth. 

The psychological warfare methods 
employed by the PLA against Ameri­
cans in Korea were not nearly as good 
as their psychological approaches to 
their own people or to the Japanese. 
Some of the themes used in leaflets 
aimed at Americans included: 

Korea's lI'he"e the GJ's die 
[{ome's Il'he,'e the politicians lie 
}' 011 risk Y 01' r sic I lile 
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Your Families Need You Back! 
'Old Sol die ,'s Never Die' but 

Big Business "akes in the dough. 
Follow us! We Guarantee Y01t1· 

Salety, ' . 
The American Army has never been 

susceptible to surrender passes and 
psychological operations. The ones 
produced by the PLA in Korea were 
crude, with no visible attempt to make 
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the~ readable or interesting. Many 
of the leaflets and posters used against 
our troops evoked amusement rather 
than action or attitudinal change. 

Possibly, because of their long iso­
lation and limited education, the Chi­
nese Communists lack insight into 
Western mental characteristics. But, 
whatever the reason, PLA psychologi­
cal warfare to date shorvs that their 
pl'Opagandists simply do not under­
stand Americans. 

I n the Korean Conflict, the PLA's 
handling of PWs differed greatly from 
its relaxed attitude toward the Japa­
nese in World War II. The PLA pol­
icy toward PWs was called the "Le­
nient Policy," but it was far from it. 

For example, of 320 American PWs 
who started a march from below the 
38th Parallel, hardly a third reached 
a PW collecting camp 40 miles north 
of Pyongyang. Of 650 Americans who 
marched from thIS camp, only 200 ar­
rived at the final PW camp on the 
Yalu. But these survivors were so 
weakened that only nine lived through 
the winter and eventually returned to 
the United States. American PWs 
were subjected to torture. starvation 
and constant indoctrination. Food and 
the promise of eventual repatriation 
were linked to indoctrination. "Study 
hard and you will be rewarded." Those 
who "confessed" and criticized them­
selves were considered "friends" and 
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rewarded by the Chinese. 
In 1951, the Chinese tried to orga­

nize a Peace Committee among Amer­
ican PWs. Many PWs were exploited 
for propaganda purposes. The most 
publicized episode was the confession 
of American flyers admitting that 
they had engaged in germ warfare. 
Another example was an article pub­
lished in a Communist periodical en­
titled "May We Be Heard?," which 
was endorsed by 400 American PWs. r. 

The harsh treatment of PWs is un­
derlined by the figures shown in the 
chart: 

Why did the Chinese treatment of 
American PWs contrast so sharply 
with their earlier treatment of Japa-

nese PWs? Why had the PLA policy 
on PWs changed so drastically in less 
than a decade? The answer i.s not 
elear. One poesibility is that. in World 
War II, the Communist ChInese were 
still rebels and had not yet estab­
lIshed a viable nation. In the Korean 
Conflict, the People's Republic of 
China was a going concern with a 
great desire to be accepted as a world 
power. It was more conscious of the 
value of and more adept in the con­
duct of worldwide propaganda. To 
create favorable output, it was trying 
very hard-too hard-to indoctrinate 
American PWS.7 

The PLA's harsh brainwashing 
methods may have appeared to the 
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PLA to be leading to success, but the 
PW exchange at Panmunjom told the 
real story. Undel: the terms of the 
armistice, each PW on both sides was 
interviewed inrlh'idually and sub­
Jected to explanations so he could de­
cide on which side he chose to be 
released. Of 3300 American PWs, only 
23 men said they did not want to come 
home. Of 76,000 ~orth Korean and 
Chinese PWs, 22,000 chose not to re­
turn to their Commllnist country. 

Today 
A t present, a small but violent 

"propaganda war" goes on unabated 
bet'veen the Communists on the main­
land and the ~ationalists on the off­
shore islands of Kinmen and Matsu. 
Radio stations and loudspeakers, leaf­
let shells and airdrops, propaganda 
balloons and floating rafts are used by 
both sides. The Natiortalists even op-
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erate a fisherman relief s.tation to 
welcome mainland fishermen who 
choose to defect. 

The strongest defense the PLA has 
against psychological warfare is its 
ronstant and incessant indoctrination 
of its troops. There is no escape from 
it. It follows the soldier when he 
marches away, and it is there to greet 
him at his destination. Along the 
route, there are political edllcation 
stations which run off hand-pfinted or 
mimeographed march column news­
papers, combining chitchat, local news 
and political slogans. Posters, hand-" 
bills, books, magazines, broadcasts 
and proclamations all bang away at 
the PLA soldier. "The PLA never 
takes anything from the people with­
out paying for it" attempts to im­
prove military-civilian relations. "The 

"to PLA is superior to all other genera­
tions of Chinese soldiers" aims at 
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building PLA morale. Political indoc­
trination p 0 u n d s home ideological 
themes hour after hour, day after 
day, until many of the troops know 
the Communist line by heart. 

As further defense against enemy 
psychological operations, the PLA 
maintains strict control and discipline 
over their soldiers so that it is very 
difficult to escape. This also serves to 
create a fear of punishment for at­
tempting to escape since the PLA has 
the harshest of punishments for in­
fractions of its rules and regulations. 
Consequently, the men hesitate to 
disobey or desert. In Korea, 86 Chi­
nese PWs were asked, "'Vhat made 
you follow the PLA to the last, under­
going so many hardships in this war?" 
Sixty-two said that ever-present sur­
veillance gave no opportunity to de­
sert. Seventeen said desertion would 
have been futile; the), would have 
been caught. 

In the Future 
Would an opponent face an impos­

sible psychological task vis-a-vis the 
PLA? Lieutenant Colonel Robert 
Rigg says: 

No . ... the aperage Chinese soldier 
knoll'S II'hen to sun·ender. There 
comes a time II'hen he /I'ill 'break.' 
That time may be afte>' a prolonged 
period of military failures. or after 
vio{ent strategical nr tactical sur­
przse. jj 

In Korea. the closer the PLA sol­
dier came to death or capture. the 
more willing he became to believe the 
promises of good treatment made in 
US psychological warfare. In Decem­
ber 1950, elements of the 1st Marine 
Division were fighting their way out 
of an encirclement. To their surprise. 
conside"ing the fact that they were 
encircled. the Marines found 200 Chi­
nese walking up to them and surren-
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dering. They were "tired of war" and 
had been cold and unfed for five days. 
Surrender was the smart thing to do. 

The Chinese Communist soldier 
would undoubtedly fight hard in his 
country against foreigners. but he ap­
pears to lack a fatalistic "do-or-die" 
attitude. In adversity. he might seek 
the traditional "avenue of escape" 
rather than fight a back-to-the-wall 
battle -particularly in an offensive 
foreign war. 

It is wel\ to remember that the PLA 
has never stood up to serious competi­
tion on the modern battlefield for any 
length of time. In the guerrilla days. 
it "hit and ran." In the civil war, it 
faced the cracking. crumbling Na­
tionalist armies. In KOI'ea, when the 
PLA volunteers were finally hit by 
the modern US Eighth Army in a 
classic counterattack supported by air 
power in May and June 1951, they 
were defeated quickly and were on the 
verge of disaster when the cease-fire 
ended the action. As the Eighth Army 
pushed the Chinese back: 

Chinese lI/'tH.t...ary 1/101 ale dedined 
sharply. requiring PLA leadas to 
place greater 1'eiianrc fnr combat en~ 
(01'cem en t fln ('nerel l'e cnnftols pl'n­
nded in each combat IInit . ... 9 

General Van Fleet's summary: "'Ve 
met and routerl the enemy. We had 
him beaten and we woulrl have de­
::;troyed his armieR .... " In 

The Chinese soldier's aggressive 
qualities anrl his probable conduct in 
the face of superior morlern arms are 
problematic. He has often been mer­
curial on the battlefield. 'fhe chances 
are that, down deep, his character has 
not changed vel')' much. It is in-terest­
ing to speculate what might haPPl'n 
when one day his Communist gods and 
ideals are shattered. 

Lieutenant Colonel Rigg believes: 
. ·to defeat the PLA. it is neres-
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sary to resort In unconventional weap­
ons combined /";Ih a concentrated 
campaign of, psyclioloyiral lI'U1·fare. 
... The emplmsis m"st be 011 generat­
my fear. ennfusion and doubt. 

He suggests. for example, that lumi­
nous paint be sprayed on road inter­
sections with warnings not to cross 
"poiRonous" areas. Literature should 
alludc to new and powerful weapons. 
Capital should be made of the inher­
ent Chinese feat' of death by lightning 
0/' electrocution: 

To 11';11 a 11'01' agnillst the PLA, an 
opponent should tieL-elop a I>'un/cflll of 
f) irks and ruses designed to play on 
C' h in r s e soldiers' minds. Potent 
II'cnpon.r;;, rnmbined with imaginatiL'e 
psycholnaira! war/are metllOris, can 
dis in t e g r ale the morale nf the 
PLA .... 11 

Lieutenant Colonel Rigg points out 
that the PLA is well-acquainted with 
oonventiollal weapons. But, like all 
men, they fear the unknown. Atomic 
weapons used against them would 
produce utter havoc. Over and above 
the physical damage. the fear that 
these dread weapons would generate 

would precipitate mass surrenders. 
The psychological effects would out­
weigh the destructive or purely mm" 
tary effects. Apparently, the Chinese 
leaders recognize this danger because 
they have a massive campaign to pre­
pare the country physically and pre­
pare their people psychologically for 
nuclear warfare. 

The Chinese Communists believe, 
or pretend to believe, that Mao Tse­
tung has discovered a basic law of 
war: Man is superior to material; the 
strength of the true believer is as the 
sti'ength of 10. As a result, the PLA 
is "invincible and impregnable" and 
"all imperialists are paper tigers." '0 

Perhaps so. But Korea showed that a 
paper tiger can be very troublesome 
-and future paper tigers may be even 
more troublesome. The PLA, which 
has achieved so many victories-like 
that in Tibet-on the basis of gen­
erating fear in enemy ranks, is itself 
vulnerable to the same technique. Let 
us ensure that we are prepared to ex­
ploit that weakness if we again are 
engaged in warfarc against the Peo­
ple's Liberation Army. 

:'>IOTES 

1 f'r.mh Eo ArmlHlbh'r. Arulrc\\ G. ('nranlil untl 
D"ll~ 'I: ok. J~"n. TI,(' /'a"fI"(l/ OIllZ .MddaTY l'0'lr111f' 
(If ((lW1»,,,,,,t CI))"". HUllson Institute. Harmon­
"1l·Htld~"n. N Y lqr,'{ 

.' The materIa! on th{' l"th \"nUp Army is from 
I'r,)/"I'/l1"d({ \<'(1< ,f,r" ot a ChllHSC lOT1l1nltl""t 
,\nn'l ,II nor/,I Hrlr II !bu .. t'rI on an O\VI OPN<I­
t,nth Intdllv{'n,...~' R('pVI"t, 19 J~lnunr: 1<)4i'i-) from 
W]!1Hlm J', IJulwhl'.r\)I In cnllah"ratllm \\Ith Mor­
"'" .Jann\\ It? I 1'"" J,()I"'f'ral Jl'(17'fnT(> C"""hooJ..-, 
Op('I'atjun:- j{l'bf-';\lrh OffiC"f>, The> Jflhn~ Hnpilln., 
Uni\PT<'ltv rl.'''~, . Bnlflmpr(', M,l. lQ!;:'I 

1 J.:,lJ..':u1 O'Ballance, TI, ( R,'[ ,1rm'l it Short 
11'.~f,)r',. 1'1a['~"1 Pubh"ht'IS Ine, NY, 1964 

I Lwutf'nnnt Cohmel R"hpl t n ({iglo!, rbnla'", 
F'flhl,,}() IInnl"" .1 [lCf/',fJt,c AC(OTmt of thr 
Chl/.rq Cummll,,,sf '1rmJ} 111/ (/ US 1rntr; OJ]irf'7, 
Tb(' Mlhtlll')' S('I ... 1t (' Pubh"tJlnj.': C". Han'lsburg-, 
j'a, IWll 

~, Ma 1"1 n D ('"nnolh, "'Vha: Will the Enemv 

66 

T('ll Yonr Men?," .1111>1071/ Rrl'li"fl', September H157, 
I'P 1R~4'! 

Ii In th(> nvil \~ar, the' Chme"e CommUnists 
hrna,ka..,t • ('onf('s!'olOn~" and ""tat('m('nt!;" by Na­
tlOnaJist nffif'er" Late!, thl' __ arne tl'lhnlqu{',,\ we!".· 
H~f'ri on Amen('an P\Vs In North Vif'tnam 

~ Th", Ko!'pan Conflict \~~,h th", fin.t Wnt in whuh 
an pnl'my tll{'rj tn ('hanvf'! the politl('al \,}t'W __ of 
Amer!ran PWs, bnt not the last a<; VI{'tn~lm ha~ 
ilh.'ady PTll\('ti 

q nlJ!f!, op. ,.,t 

H Alc\.anrier L. GeorR'f', The Ch11lese Cn)nntll111st 
trmJ/ III ActlOl! Till" Korcan 'War at,d Its A/tf'7" 

math, Columbia Umv('f"'Iity Pre"s. N. Y •. 196'1 

11 Itl}!'!!. 01' ("If 

1:! AJastan' BuC'han. ChlIIa ami the P('nrc of 
hHl. Pl'aegcl' Puhh'lhers Inc" N, Y. H)6S, 

Military Review 



from 

fOREIGN 
AffAI~S 
AIIM[lI.ltMlQ.VJiRURIlRH1[\o' 

Tremors ~n the Western Pacific 
Micronesian Freedom and US Security 

T HIRTY years after the Pacific 
campaign of World War IT, the 

fortuneR of the island groups of Mi­
cronesia are once again crucial to the 
dIsposition of American military 
power in the Pacific. And that disposi­
tion, according to the prevailing view, 
wiIl, m turn, constrain and shape the 
United StateR' post-Vietnam role in 
Asia. 

A confluence of events in Asia and. 
in Micronesia (formally the Trust 
Territory of the Pacific Islands) has 
brought the islands back onto the 
,tage. Political and mihtary shiftR in 
Asia have dimmed prospects for US 
military installations elsewhere in the 
Western Pacific. The United States 
will have withdrawn all but token 
forces from the Asian mainland in the 
near future. Force levels in Japan, 
the Philippines and Taiwan are falling 
for reasons peculiar to the bilateral 

Eugene B. ~llhaly 

relation:.; with the former two ~tateg 
and to US-Chma relations in the case 
of the latter. And deployment of the 
forceR that remain in these countries 
is constrained hy diplomatic consid­
erations. That leaves only the US 
territor;' of Guam. an island that is 
geographically but not politically Mi­
cronesian. a~ an a~8ured site for US 
military facilities. A renewed military 
mterest in the trust terrItory was in­
eVItable. 

As that interest has wakened, the 
nationalism which swept away Eu­
rope's empires in the Fifties and Six­
ties has belatedly touched Micronesia. 
The United States, as administrator 
of the territory under the UN trustee­
ship system, has come under increas­
ing pressure to resolve Micronesia's 
political future. All the trust terri­
tories, with the exception of New 
Guinea and Micronesia, have gone off 

Repri"nted by permission from Foreign Affairs, July 1974. Copyright © 1974 by the Council on Foreign 
RelatIOns Inc. 
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on their own. New Guinea is self-gov­
erning and. Joinerl with the Australian 
colony Papua, is' schedulerl to attain 
independence. Micronesia is not self­
governing; it has attained a lesser de­
gree of autonomy than any other 
major territory in the Pacific. 

The combination of these lrends­
contraction of bage site5 in Asia ano. 
ri~mg pre~sure~ to give Micronesia au­
tonomy or inrlepenrlence--createH an 
issHe fOi' the T.;niterl States to the ex­
tent that l'S polIcy is based on two 
assumption,,: that the defense of the 
l'nited States necessitates mainten­
dlll:e of a nllmber of forwnro po::dtion--: 
\\ ell to the west of HawaIi, anrl that 
the i'llited State~ shoulrl maintain in 
those position ..... fOlCe" capable of sup­
portIng Its commitments In limIted 
and cOlinterInsurgency \\a1' ..... in ASla. 
B~' theee lights. Guam alolle j" 1I0t arle­
qllnle. The island IS small, anrl mili­
tary installation~ there are prat tk'll1,Y 
enntigllollS. And, if the nearby Mkro­
nesian island:-. are HccessIiJle to other 
powers, the 1"land b particlllarly vIII­
Iler:lble -[1 lesson dr:nVll from \Vorlrl 
War II. 

The lmsit a~~lImptlOn::; are que:-.tion­
"ble anri I shall examI1le them below. 
The pOInt here, however, is that they 
now detel'mine \Va~hlngton'~ policy 
d~-a-vis l\Tieronesla. Thl~ then l'ai~es 
the question: Is there an inherent ('on­
Ilict between l'S polICY and the Illter­
est:-; of It~ wards, the l'tficrone.sians? 

II 
The United States wresterl the Mi­

cronesian island groups--the Mar­
"halls, ;\Iarianas and rarolines-from 
.Japan after a protracted and costly 
struggle. At the war's enrl, the US 
military urged annexation of the ter­
ritory. with its 2140 islands and :3 
miUion squaJ·e miles of oeean space 
astrirle the mid-Pacific sea and ail' 
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lanes. President TI'nman opted, in­
stead, to place it in the UN trusteeship 
system. As a concession to the mili­
tary. Micronesia was rlesignated a 
"strategic trust," a unique status that 
gave the United States virtually a free 
hand. The Uniterl States. however, also 
rommitterl itself to offer the Micro­
nesians (then less than 100,000 I1I 

numbel·. today 114.000) the exercise of 
self-rletermination in the inrlefinite fu­
ture. In 1!l47. rlecolonization seemerl 
far off, and the white man's btll'rlen 
waR still heavy. 

Washington. and specifically the De­
partment of the InterIOr, has ruled be­
nignly. Through 1%1. burlgets were 
"ery small- -3 maximum of $7 million 
- -and the Interior Department l'oulrl 
neither repair war damage ann. clear 
away the debri~ nor bring economic 
acti\'it~· up to the prewar level. It could 
only maintain law and order and a 
few socinl Rel'\'lCeS, MicroneRIa, in 
those year~, was H cm'lcatl1re of Somel'­
.... et Maugham fictioll' it \Vcto..; a tropical 
,Ium. The Kennedy administration 
reeoglllzen. thio..; and initinterI a spend­
ing program. 

One earl," Department of InterIor 
program \\.<1.... relatively :-.l1ccessfuI 
though not In term:-- of its Initlator':-­
expectation. This \\ (10..; <l ~cheme tn In· 

tl'orluce rlemocratil' ill.stitlitif\n~. III 
1%6, the year-old Congress of ::IIkro­
ne~ia. oil territurywirle bicameral hod~' 
elected uy univerHal ~\lffrage. 1.itlJwhed 
a campaign to revise the politil'al 
status of the territory. 

The MicronesianR' initial de~Hre=-, 

were quite mode"t in the context of the 
times. They wanterl the territory to 
become a commonwealth of the Uniterl 

Dr. Mihaly is a polit1cul and eco­
nomic consultant tn 1'nternational bUSI­
ness and a t01 mer adl'i,<;ol' tn the Con­
gress of Micronesia. 
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Trust Terntory of the Pacific ISlands 
(Micronesia) 

Palau, 
/ 

• Peleliu '. 

Uhthl' 

'.' "Vap 4 • 

1Iman.:-- -~aIPan 
_Rota 

'Guam 

States along the lines of Puerto Rico. 
Washington "as irritated. Then, as 
later, Washington had difficulty in 
viewing MIl'l'Onegia as a foreign. and 
thus colonial, problem. Perhaps this 
\\as an inevitable l'e~lIlt of the bureau­
era til' management of the territory. 
:\:1icronesIa wa:-. a re.sponfnuihty of the 
bureau that al~o manages Eskimo and 
IndIan affairs. The Department of In­
terior countered in 1!J70 \\ith the sug­
ge~twn thnt 1\1 iCl'OnesUl. bel'ome a ter­
ritory of the United States, with the 
same :-;tancill1g ag American Samoa 
and Guam. The Interior Department 
ctechned to address the Mieronesians' 
principal concern:=;: (,11ltll1'al integrity 
and eminent domain, control over land. 
On ,mall Padfic islands, land is the 
t:entral pulitkal i~:·;ue. for it i~ the 
most precious resou roe. Washington, 
on the other hand, was constrained to 
keep all options open for the milItary. 
Thus began a minuet in slow motion 
that still plays on. One partner dwarf~ 
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the other and consistently moves a beat 
behind the music; the other moves 
with agility but responds to mt"ic 
\\aftlng in from other rooms. 

The Micronesians flatly rejected the 
territory option. Washington then, in 
mid-1970, offered Micronesia com­
monwealth status. with qualified emi­
nent domain. It did so under growing 
pressure from the Micronesians and 
the Western powers in the Trustee­
~hip Council \\'here Microne~Ha was be­
coming a minor scandal. By that time 
though, the Micronesians had become 
incensed at American attitudes and 
emboldened by their awareness of de· 
l'olonIzation on other continents and 
In the PaCIfic. They proposed a "Free 
Association." This relatively new type 
of political status entails a recognition 
of qualIfied sovereignty, but leaves 
foreign affairs and defense, plus an 
obligation to subsidize, with the fOl·· 
mel' metropolItan power. Either party 
can terminate the relationship at will. 
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A member 01 a US Navy civic action team blasts coral which will be used for 
roadbuilding in Micronesia 

Britain has ,uch a tie with six of the 
smaller Caribbean states. The Micro­
net'Hans reasoned that Free As~oeia­
tion would HerVe American security 
mterest" (base rights whIch they were 
read~' to concede, and denIal of the ter­
ritory's lands and seas to other pow­
ers) on the one hand and give them 
the wherewithal to run an economy 
that had become highly dependent on 
US fiscal support on the other, Wash­
ington responded that the proposal 
was outlandish and that MIcronesia 
\\"'" not ready for self-government. 
The talk." were suspended from May 
1970 to October I!J7I. By then, voices 
In the territory were clamoring for in­
depenqence-and Washington was 
talking Free Association. 

This almost theatrical thrust and 
parry of ever greater demand and re­
luctant concession \",'as very much In 

the historical decolonization pattern, 
The emergence of an independence 
movement should ha.ve signaled that 
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the last act was about to begIn. It did 
not. Rather, it pl'oved to be only a 
minor event in a process that has seen 
the United States and Micronesia drift 
tog~ther into an Imbroglio that is 
unique in the postwar history of de­
colonizatIOn. 

As elsewhere, violence erupted a" 
discontent "'ith the metropolitan pow­
er's poliCIes mounted. Interest in in­
dependence intensified. And, as other 
metropolitan powers before it, Wash­
ington reacted by taking the Micro­
nesian question seriously for the first 
time. The simultaneous acceleration of 
the phasedown of American participa· 
tion in the Vietnam War and de­
terioration of prospects for US mili­
tary facilities in other Asian areas 
undoubtedly played a role in subse­
quent eve n t s. Responsibility has 
shifted for negotiations with the Mi­
cronesians from the Interior Depart­
ment to the National Security Council. 
In 1971. F. Haydn Williams, head of 
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The Asia Foundation, W2.S appointed 
to lead the talks, with the rank of am­
bassador (a signal that the Microne­
sians were no longer, in administra­
tive terms, overseas Eskimos), and he 
received the bureaucratic weight to 
resolve interdepartmental disputes on 
the issue. Heretofore, American posi­
tions had been compromises worked 
out by an Assistant Secvetary of In· 
terior between the views of the De­
partment of State which tended to reo 
fleet U:--1 pressures toward decoloniza­
tion, and those of the Department of 
Defense (DOD) which resisted all 
changes that would limit its options. 

Williams' first accomplishment was 
to induce DO D to articulate, for the 
first time. wh,at it wanted in Micro­
nesia. The military wanted, in the con­
text, quite a bit: a major airfield on 
Tinian (the launch site for the In45 
atomic bombs) III the Marianas for the 
Air Force; indefinite use of the exist­
Ing missIle test site on Kwajalein in 
the Marshalls for the Army; an option 
on a small harbor and land for a logis­
tics facility in Palau in the Carolines 
for the Navy; and-apparently for the 
sake of symmetry-another option on 
:lO.OtlO acres in Palau for Manne ma­
nem·ers. Most important, DOD wanted 
assurance that other powers' forces 
would be denied access to MicronesIaIl 
lands and waters-indefinitely. 

The ~Iicronesian negotIators pro­
viSIOnally accepted the base demands. 
in large part because of an expectation 
that the Cnited States would pa)' 
rents of similar magnitudes to those 
paid Spain. The stickIng point was the 
future. The Micronesians balked at 
any arrangement that did not offer 
them the option to break away from 
the United States to become an inde­
pendent state. To them,. the "free" in 
Free Association meant precisely that. 

On this. as on prevIOUS points of 
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conflict, Washington ultimately came 
around. By the round of negotiations 
in April 1972, the American position 
incorporated all the principal Micro­
nesian demands. The moment should 
have been climactic. But, again, Micro­
nesia broke from the conventional pat­
tern. The two sides not only failed to 
reach a settlement, but the prospect of 
agreement began to recede precipi­
tously. 

III 
The problem was. and is. fragmen­

tation. Elsewhere, internal disunity 
has generally followed independeIJ,ce. 
In Micronesia. the sequence has been 
accelerated. ;\licronesia is fragment­
ing before its political future is re­
solved. The explanatioll for this trend. 
however, l~ traditional. MICl'One~i:l is 
an artificial polItical entity. Ib boull­
daries are a by-product of European, 
Amel'll'an anrl Japanese political am­
bition. The territory is in fact six 
discrete units-the Marianas, the ~Iar­
shalls, Palau, Yap, Truk and Ponape­
each with a language (or twO!. a com­
plex and developed culture, and a 
dIstinct tradItional political structure. 
Allegiance cummonly extends no fur­
ther than the clan. Because of the vast 
ocean ~ptlces between the~e unit~. now 
formally constituted as the trust ter­
ntory', administrative <Iistricts, the 
peoples of MIcronesia have had more 
contaet \\ ith out~icler~ than with each 
other 

~licroneslUn umty began to take 
root In the educatIOnal sy:..;tem and in 
two political institutIOns: the C011-
gress of :llicronesia an<l the trust ter­
rItory govemmen!. The generation of 
political leaders no\\ in office schooled 
together and took degrees at the Uni­
versities of Guam and Hawaii to­
gether. The Congress of Micronesia. 
now eight yeal's old, brought them into 

73 



WESTERN PACIFIC TREMORS 

an institution focnsed on territory­
wide problems, A fev~' from this group 
entered th~ Ame!'ican administration 
which, for a time, served as a unify­
ing force, Until recently, the tel'l'itory 
was 1'11ll milch like a Bntish colony': 
an all-powel'fnl high commlSsioner ap­
pointed b,l' the President nt the center 
and f'enior anministraior ... in each dis~ 
tnet to ensure that the chief execuw 
tive", \\I'it l'nll to the pel'lpheries, The 
eongre~ ... \\'as prim:tri1~' an advisory 
body, So \\'ere the six district legisla­
tllres, also elected by unIversal suf­
frage, Traditional polit'ical leaders 
I clan chIefs I continued to wield some 
authority-directly on local issues and 
lIldirectly through, the YOUng men 
holding office, 

The building of Micronesian iden­
tIty and pobtical unity ha!ted, and then 
I'ev'ersed, ronghly two years ago, One 
(':lllse W[J.S that universal political 18-

~lIe -money. The congress had passed 
It modest lIll'ome tax bill, This trig­
gered a squabble over the division of 
tax revenu(>s whIch then led to the 
ii}'st :-.eriou.s l'ontention over the alloca­
tion of US financial inputs, A second 
:-ollrce of trouble was the status ne­
gotiatIon, "Ith Washington, The frus­
tratingly slo\\ pace, in the context of 
accelerating expectations, and the ap­
parent intracilhihty of Washington in 
the early stages nnleashed an inter­
dbtrh:t ant~lgonj~m. Politicians found 
votes and a chance to build a territory­
\\ ide reputation in attacks on the 
United States and the Micronesian 
leadership of the moment. District am­
bit inns eame into play, with each dis­
trict jockeying for what it conceived to 
be financial and political advantage at 
the starting line for a future state_ 

The policies Plll-sued by the Ameri­
can adminisll'ation contributed to the 
problem, In the context of rhetoric ex­
tolling unity and of, expenditures in 
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the tens of millions on physical infra­
structure that could serve unification 
(airfields, telecommunications, ship­
ping), High Commissioner Edward E, 
Johnston elected to decentralize major 
decisionmaking to the district level 
and appointed local men as district 
commissioners. His stated aim was to 
hasten Micronesian aSRumption of au­
thority, The result was a virtnal re­
birth of the districts as autonomous 
political units, 

These change, transformed the 
Congress of Micronesia, Previously, 
the Congl'ess and its status committee 
had spoken with one voice, The con­
gress now became a Babel. N egotia­
tions within the Congress, among rep­
l'esentativeR of the 8ix parties, wete 
far more complex than negotiatIOns 
'nth Washington, 

By late I D72, the UlJIted States \Va, 
no longer negotiating with .iust one 
committee, It was conducting simul­
taneous negotiatIOns with the Con-. 
gress of :\1icronesia and with the :\1ar­
ianas District. The Marianas had de­
l'ldell to l'emain closely tied to the 
{;nited States, as a commonwealth 
like Puerto RICO if possible, At first, 
this portended t he emergence of two 
new political units, The :vIarshall Is­
lands, however, have since established 
a political status commls.sion and haye 
'ignaled Washington that they too 
\\ ant a separate deal. To indicate their 
seriousness, the Marshallese have held 
conspicuous talks-ostensibly about 
merger possibilities-with Nauru, the 
phosphate-rich but land-poor republic 
of GOOQ people in the South Pacific, 
and with the Gilhert Islands, a British 
colony likely to achieve a new status 
soon, The Marshalls district legisla­
ture has voted to end participatIOn In 

the Congress of Micronesia (an act of 
indeterminable significance), In the 
western Caroline Islands, the Palau 
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This coral. which will harden mto a sUltabl, surface for vehicular traffic. is 
being distributed at the Site of the Dublon Road project in Truk 

District hat-> threatened to go tIn\\ 11 

II similar path. 
Against this background, the prill­

l'ipal MicronesIan negotwtor, Senatur 
Lazarus Salii, proposed in early l~'·l 

that a Free Association arrangement 
not come into force lllitIl 1~181. SUl'h 
gradualism \\as once the dream of en­
lonial administrators reluctant to 8"1'­

render po\\'er. That the suggestion 
came from a nationahst pohtician i~ 

doubly remarkable. At present. vir­
tually no vOices III the ter\'ltory call 
fol' independence. Only a. fe\\' advocate 
a unitary or federal Micronesian state, 
associated or not. The notiun of a luose 
('onfederation of states somehow at­
tached to the United States IS gaining 
ground, more from despair at the lack 
of a feasible alternative than from op­
tlmlSm that confederation would work. 
Others envision a patchwork arrange­
ment, \\'Ith some districts closely tied 
to the United States and other dis­
tricts independent under some sort of 
American protection. 
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IV 
The Cnited States and ;\!Icl'onesia 

have arrl\ed at a critical point. The 
prC,cllt llItcl'llal strllctllre and the 
Trllste,,~hip are no longer feasible. The 
nltel'native governmental stl'uctnret-\ 
lInner discllssion are grim. f'onfedera­
t"HIS have a dIOmal history. The patch­
work notion 11'1 a.n admlnlstl'atJve. 
economic and political mghtmare. 
H(mever, the effort to replace the 
TI'L1steeship WIth a compact of Free 
A",ociation between the United States 
amI five of the s,-, dlstriets 1 continues. 
Free A.;;.soeiatlOll, with the financial 
ties it implies, \\ould exert a centripe­
tal force. It cOllld prevent disintegra­
tion. It could offer a chance to build a 
viable state. 

In April 1!l74. the "'Iicronesian chief 
negotiator, Senator Salii. with his le­
gal adviser, fOI'mer US Assistant Sec­
retary of Defense Paul C. Warnke, 
met his American counterpart, Am­
bassador Williams, and, within a mat­
ter of days. agreed to a preliminary 
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draft compact. In view of the Micro­
nesians" previous l'esponse to similar 
though finaf\cially jess generous terms, 
this was a remarkable breakthrough 
and something of a ,'olte-face, The 
probable explanation: on the one hand, 
money; on the other, the quickened 
pace of the separatist drive by the 
Marshall Islands served as a strong 
inducement to get a preliminary agree­
ment in hand as soon as possible-t.o 
preempt dIrect dealings between the 
M a I' s h a II s and Washington, The 
United Stlltes had already demon­
!"trated in its willingnet"~ 1'0 discuss a 
commonwealth arrangement with the 
Marianas that impatience and military 
interest, legitimized by the longstand­
ing American commitment to the con­
cept of self-determination, could over­
ride concern for territorial unity, And 
from the perspective of the other dis­
tricts, the loss of the relatively pros­
perous and populous Marshalls, follow­
ing on the defection of the :'.iariaJjas, 
would be devastating to their bargain­
mg position vis-a-vis the United States 
and to prospects for future viability, 

The derivation of the draft compact, 
and its terms, presage a Perils of Paul­
ine future for the proposal, not only 
In Micronesia, where there will be 
hard bargaining among the deeply di­
vided dIstricts, but in the United 
States and the United Nations, But 
this effort offers the best, and perhaps 
the last, chance of concluding a nego­
tiated agreament in the mid-Seventies. 

The terms of the draft, in brief, are 
. these: The United States and Micro­

ne"ia would enter into a Free Associa­
tion after a transition period of up tn 
six years. During that period, Micro­
neoia would choose its own form of 
government in a constitutional con­
vention (in In75) and then vote, by 
refel'endum, on the compact by mid-
1976. Fifteen years, after the compact 
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finally cam,e into force, Micronesia 
could opt for independence providing 
that, prior to doing so, it reached 
agreement with Washington on a mu­
tual security pact. The pact would 
guarantee the United States indefinite 
tenure for its military installations 
and would commit the Micronesians 
to deny their lands and waters to other 
powers' forces. The United States 
would subsidize Micronesia for the 
transition period and for three 5-year 
periods thel'eafter during which the 
subsidy would gradually decline. The 
US contribution would total more than 
$1 billion. 

The proviso that subsidies should 
decline is an imaginative attempt by 
Ambassador Williams to undo the 
harm done by recent American lar­
gesse. A fter the financially dry years 
prior to ID61, budgets for the territory 
spiraled. Today, appropriations are 
nearing $70 million, or almost $700 
pel' capita (more than the pel' capita 
gro"s national product (GNP) of all 
but a few developing <'ountrie"), and 
they are rising. The results have been 
medIOcre in the short term and dam­
aging as regards long-term prospects. 
Physical lllfrastructure is only mod­
erately developed-airports, ports, 
roads and power supplie" range from 
poor to adequate. The territory still 
lacks good sanitation and clean water. 
Social infrastructure-schools, hospi­
tals, welfare-is fairly well-developed, 
hilt of low quality, not suited to local 
conditions, and expensive. 

The high cost reflects the magnitude 
of the government bureaucracy. Mi­
cronesia's administration, in relative 
terms, is one of the world's largest 
and most costly. One result is the 
emergence of a middle class, almost 
all on the government payroll, with 
American consumption habits. Yet the 
establishment of income-producing en-
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terprlses that could support the gov­
ernment structure has been largely ig­
nored. The data are poor, so one can 
only estimate the nongovernmental 
element of the GNP at about $125 per 
capita. This derives largely from copra 
productioll, tourism, retail trade and 
a small fish-processing industry. Pros­
pects are not encouraging. Tourism 
and fishing offer the best/possibilities 
for expansion. Barring an oil or min­
eral discovery, Micronesia will' be 
hard-pressed in the foreseeable future 
to sustain living standards without 
large-scale external support. 

The economic facts clearly 11m it Mi­
cronesia's political options; they also 
limit options for the United States 
and the United ~ations. This is no 
guarantee that the Free Association 
proposal, which is the only formula 
offered so far that addresses the eco­
nomic issue, will survive. The number 
of hazards cannot yet be counted. The 
minimum steps, each a potential pit­
fall, are these: First, in Micronesia, 
the proposal must go through the ne­
gotiating committee, the congress, 
then a constitutional convention (not 
a formal hurdle for the compact, but 
a gathering at which it could come un­
der effective fire) and a plebiscite. 
The action will then shift to Washing­
ton where the US Congress will be 
asked to accept the proposal in its final 
form. At the least, the assumption of 
defense responsibility for an overseas 
territory, virtually in perpetuity, and 
the provision for new and potentially 
expensive bases should arouse more 
than a little interest on Capitol Hill. 
The same can be said of the 21-year 
forward commitment of funds in the 
lO-figure range. The e::lUre package 
will be vulnerable. Finally, the UN Se­
cu rity Council will be asked to legiti­
miZEr dissolution of the Trusteeship 
and the neW status. Free Association 
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These Navy leam members discuss Ihe easiest melhod 10 
open an old Japanese drainage dilch 10 alleviale a waler 
problem on one of Ihe Micronesian islands 

is not popular in New York; nothing 
short of independence is. The Gnited 
States may find itself fared with the 
rhoice of proceeding in the face of an 
adverse vote, or of starting all over 
again. The former course WIll be po­
litically feasible only if the Microne­
sians overwhelmIngly endorse the ar­
rangement in a plebiscite observed by 
UN-designated officials. Thus, the key 
to final settlement may be at the start­
ing point in Micronesia. 

V 
The United States and Micronesia 

have been on the verge of agreement 
several times before. In recent years, 
the fissiparous tendencies in Micro­
nesian politics have proven an insur­
mountable obstacle. They may be so 
again. The question is: Assuming the 
effort is bound to falter at some point, 
what steps could improve the chances 
of ultimate success? In my view, 
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This Micronesian mechanic Iramee receives on.the·job inslruction from 
a member of a Navy team 

Washington \\ ill need to rever8e sev­
eral American pohrie!" and revise the 
American military desiderata. 

Agreement, and progress through a 
l'onstitutioual conventIOn to a plebI­
scite. pret--uppose interrlbtriL'l coopera­
tion. Hecognitinn of economic neces­
sIty could conceivably produce that co­
operation in the coming 12 rnonth:-;. 
Barring' ,stlch a fortuitolls otltcome, the 
Cnited States WIll have no option but 
to alter the territory's political equa­
qon. The present structure discour­
ages the coalition politics on which in­
terdistrict cooperation would be based. 
The central government IS feeble, but 
it still must allocate revenues among 
dIstricts. The government IS in Ameri­
can hauds. Microneswn politicians are 
thus indllced to coale~ce exclusively on 
district lines to compete for shares of 
'the pie. The first step toward breaking 
the impasse would be appointment of 
a Microneslan as high commissioner. 
Preferably, the aPPOIntee shoulll come 
from the district now moving fastest 
ill a separatIst direction, the Mar­
shalls. A Micronesian chief executive 
with resources at his command and 
political ambitions would have the in-
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struments anrl the incentive to build 
oroad support for his policies and to 
begin building political unity. To the 
extent that he succeeded, he could 
,peak for Micronesia in dealing with 
the United States. An alternative ap­
proach to the same end would be re­
placement of the high commissioner 
with all executive council, WIth one 
member pel' district and a chairman 
elected by and from among the mem­
bers. Such changes have a more gen­
eral virtue. Experience haH demon­
strated that the earlier an indigenous 
government is formed, the better the 
prospects for smooth handlIng of a 
constitutional convention and other 
elements of transition. (The Congo 
Illustrates the opposite approach. I 

The admimstrative decentralization 
of the territory should be reversed. 
The Secretary of the I nterior can 
order the return of now-surrendered 
powers to the center. ~ext, Washing­
ton should assert as emphatically as 
possible that it WIll not deal with indi­
vidual districts, As long as that door 
is perceived to be open, the temptation 
to go through it will be disruptive. 

Negotiations with the Marianas 
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probably cannot be halted. A common­
wealth agreement may be reached 
sOOn. ~ But a lesson can be learned. 
The Marianas were encouraged to go 
it alone by the announcement of the 
military's interest in a large and, 
therefore, . locally economically attrac­
tIve facility in Tinian. Hostility in the 
Mananas to the other less Westernized 
districts. plus a boom An Japanese 
tourIsm and related investment, were 
also factors. It is no coincidence that 
the strongest separatist tendencies to­
day are in the two other districts 
where the military has interests: the 
Marshalls and the Palau District of 
the Caroline Islands. Washington has 
mitigated the problem by minimizing 
direct base rents in the proposed com­
pact. But salanes and potential eco­
nomic multipliers of bases are at least 
as significant as rents. The ;lTarshalls, 
because of the existing Army facilities 
on Kwajalein, generate nearly 60 per­
cent of the entire tet-ritory's income 
taxes. 

A more drastic change in polic~', I 
belIeve. would better serve both ;W iero­
ne,ian anrl American interests. That 
would be ei1minatlOn of plans for new 
uase~ in the Marianas and the Caro­
lines, and acceleration of the inevita­
ble phaseout of the Marshalls faCIlIty. 
For the islands, such a ,hift would re­
move a divisive element from the po­
litIcal equation. And it would avert 
future economIc distortion and social 
(ll~docation. 

From the American perspective. the 
argument for elImination of bases In 
l\lJcronesia rests on an evaluation of 
their potential ntility and on an aSsess­
ment of the military's priorities. The 
proposed bases in the Marianas and 
the options in the Carolines are a 
backup for Guam: two additional bas­
kets for the military eggs. Guam by 
itself is clearly vulnerable. The ques-
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tion is: Would the construction of 
nearby, and equally vulnerable, bases 
improve the odds markedly? It will be 
difficult to justify further ,pending 
to bolster a forward strategy based, 
in part, on development of a capabil­
ity to support US commitments in lim­
ited Asian wars. Intervention in snch 
wars is widely believed to be politically 
insupportable at home. And thus the 
threat to intervene is not a credible 
political instrument. If theRe assump· 
tions are valid. additional baseR in the 
islands will have little value. Guam. 
in the context of a Micronesia cloRen 
to foreign military forces, Rhould be 
Rufficient to meet US requiremenb. 

The question of ba~es ob8cure8 a 
more immediate and greater threat to 
US security in the Pacific-a threat 
which action in Micronesia couln di­
minh.;;h. That i!" the prospect of a naval 
armR race, with the UllIteri States and 
the Soviet Union as the mitIaI amI 
principal adors. and Japan. China and 
otherR as future player,. The buildup 
of shIps has begun though it has not 
yet gained the momentum of the !"ace 
in the l\lerliterranean. One ominoll~ 

indicator of the rlirection events are 
taking waR an uverture by the Soviet 
Union to WeRte!'ll Samoa for refueling 
and other privilege,. The SamoanR rle­
elmed, but there will he other at­
tempts. 

The Soviet Fleet no\\ operate, over 
long supply lineR from Vladivostok. 
Supply and mamtenance points in the 
mirl anrl South Pacific have the same 
attraction to the Soviet Cnion that 
Diego Garcia haR to the Uniterl States 
in the Indian Ocean. Given the number 
of small and impoverished Pacific is· 
land states, it would seem JURt a mat­
ter of time before one or another Rtate 
finds a Soviet base arrangement irre­
RiRtible. The United States would then 
be confronted with a Soviet Fleet op-
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crating out of harbOl's relatively close 
to Hawaii on 01' neal' the major sea 
lanes from the United States to Asia 
and Australia. The US response is not 
difficult to predid. The potential im­
pact on stability in the area could only 
be negative. For the US budget. it 
would me"n new burdens; for the 
i~lands. the prospect of economic and 
social distortion. 

The Micronesia imbroglio affOl'dg an 
option that might head off at least 
this aspect of a naval race in the area. 
That option is neutralizatIOn of the 
South and Wegtern Pacific igland 
stateg-creation of a zone clear of for­
eign military forces. The Vnited 
States would take the lead by eschew­
lilA' construction of any bages in Mi­
cronesia for a trial period of. for ex· 
ample. four years. It would simulta­
neously propose or. pl'eferably, urge 
one of the island states to sponsor. 
an agreement among the states in the 
area to refuse base rights to fore\gn 
pO\\erR and refueling and 6ervice fa­
c!litles to foreign naval vessels. The 
l:nited States. the CSSR and other 

"naval Po\\ ers would be asked to en· 
norse the arrangement and to 1ncrease 
their economk aid to compensate for 
revenues forgone by the iglands. Such 
endorsements are not lIkely to be 
forthcoming in all cases, particularly 
fmm the l:SSR. but the agreement 
could conceivably work without them. 
The island governments have so far 
demongtrated a strong resolve to hus· 

. band their sovereignty. They are likely 
to accept a foreign military presence 
only if their economies are in desper~ 
ate straits. Thus. American and other 
external financial assistance, if ade­
quate to the need, should tip the scales 
against new bases. The agreement 
would clearly stand a better chance if 
both the United States and the USSR 
were formally committed to respect it. 

aD 

This suggests a bilateral deal that 
would cover not only the neutraliza· 
tion Question, but also naval force 
levels and perhaps sul;Jmarine missiles 
and the number of submarine patrols. 

Neutralization per se freezes a sta­
tus quo that favors the United States. 
with its facilities in Guam and Ameri­
can Samoa. Territories would not come 
under the plan. US willingness to 
fOl'gO 'bases in :\licI'onesIa is thus a 
sine qua r/On if such a plan is to have 
a chance. either with or without an 
American,Sovlet agreement. 

For the United States. Micronesia 
has been a story of lost opportunities. 
Five years ago. an amicable partner­
ship was possible, Today, there is a 
chance for establishment of a formal 
relationghip. but the years have taken 
their toll and any relationshIp will be 
difficult. This is unfortunate In view 
of the congruity. mther than conflict, 
of interests. MicroneSIa needs Amer­
Ican financial support; the United 
States needs assurance that Microne­
SI3 will not fall into potentially hostile 
hands. The Free Association arrange­
ment could serve these ends. At this 
point, recognition of self·interest by 
the lI!Icronesians and a more enlight­
ened American administration of the 
islands could retrieve some ground. 
And a serious attempt to try the neu­
tralization approach could make Mi· 
cronesia a key to stabilIty in the area 
rather than an old battleground once 
more in reserve for future conflICt. 

NOTES 

1 The talks with the Marianns are prolJeedinl!:. 

2 Any 9u('h agreement, it now appear::., IS likelY 
to tace stiff opposition in the US COngress. There 
IS not expected to be muC'h enthUSIasm for a new 
commonwt>alth WIth a population or only 14,000. 
Guam. moreover, will certamly demand that it 
H'l'eive at least as good a deal as the Marianas. 
that is, that its status be upgraded. The Marianas 
may ultimately be faced with a choice of merger 
With Guam or r(>-entry into Micronesia. 
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THE PATHWAY TO PROGRESS 

An Examination of Credibility 

in Milita ry Education 

Major Robert E. Shea Jr., United States Army 

L IKE medication, instruction can be given when none is needed. 
It is also a possibility as in prescribing medica tion to instruct 

when some other remedy would be more to the point.! 

The chalk-like dust rose in clouds as the dispatch rider reined to a 
halt at the camp superintendent's office. After dismounting, the rider 
stamped his feet and stretched to ease the ache of muscles cramped 
by the three-day ride to deliver the high'priority message to the 
forward construction camp. Each time he was called on to make the 
trip, his ride was longer, for the crews had extended the Palisades to 
Pacific (PTP) Railroad tracks further toward the high mountains on 
the Western horizon. 

The camp was located along muddy Packstone Creek, a tempo· 
rary intrusion of civilization into the emptiness of buffalo grass and 
nameless buttes. Approximately 700 men lived in the drab bunk cars 
and scattered gray tents surrounded by piles of rough-hewn ties, steel 
rails and kegs of spikes. Each man, skilled or unskilled, was part of a 
specialized crew dedicated to the PTP's goal of reaching Futility Pass 
before the first snows fell. 
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The camp superintendent broke the wax seal on the brown enve­
lope and wondered to himself what business the home office in St. 
Joseph considered important enough to warrant a special messenger. 
He stared at the company's letterhead and smiled at the slogan 
emblazoned across the top of the paper. Using the initials of the 
company, a young Eastern executive had persuaded the railroad's 
president to use "Pathway to Progress" to describe the PTP's effort 
'of extending ralls to the Pacific. Even the railroad's rolling stock now 
bore the Pathway to Progress emblem to symbolize the company's 
commitment and visibly to inspire each worker. 

The letter announced company personnel actiuns for three of the 
camp's key foremen. In· each case, the action was effective in 10 
days. Jeremiah Jacobs, the chief of the roadbed survey crew, had 
been selected to attend the PTP's Railroad Management Institute 
"due to exceptional performance in surveying railroad routes 
through hostile territory." Ling Chow, the leader of the Chinese 
cooks, had been chosen to attend the renowned Academy of Con­
struction Management "to further his understanding of railroad con­
struction management at echelons above the construction camp." 
Abner Bailey, the revered boss of the rail layers, was given notice of 
his termination as a PTP emploY6!e for "not advancing professionally 
as indicated by continued nonselection for career enhancing train­
ing." 

The superintendent took off his glasses and rested his head on his 
hands. Three key men were leaving his camp, he thought, and each 
for the wrong reason. 

Major Robert E. Shea Jr. is with the 
Officer Personnel Management System 
Working Group, US Army Ordnance Cen· 
ter and School, Aberdeen Proving 
Ground, Maryland. He received a B.S. m 
Mechanical Engineering from the Univer­
sity of New Hampshire. His assignments 
include dutY with the 2d Armored Divi­
sion, the US Army Equipment Mainte· 
nance Group in Europe, the 80th General 
Support Group ih Vietnam, and the 15th 
Support Brigade. 
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"It's a hell of a way to run a railroad," he said aloud and turned 
down the coal oil lantern. 

Fortunately, the Palisades to Pacific Railroad never existed, for, 
had these and similar events really happened, the Western terminus 
of the continental rail system might still be along the banks of the 
Packstone Creek. While the loss of Jacobs, Chow and Bailey would 
not, of itself, have been a crippling blow, the PTP's basic philosophy 
of personnel development would certainly have been counterpro­
ductive in building the Pathway to Progress. 

The US Army is not building a railroad to the Pacific, but, like 
the PTP, some of its personnel development practices have been 
challenged recently as not being consistent with the requirements 
and objectives of a military force in the 1970s. 

For officers, the single most significant change is the introduction 
of the Officer Personnel Management System (OPMS) which recog­
nizes the need for commissioned specialists. The officer generalist 
will join the blocked hat and the technical sergeant as once good 
ideas now relegated to history by progressive thinking. 

Department of the Army (DA) has announced that the "commIt­
ments of the Army's leadership to the full implementation of OPMS 
is unequivocal."2 Accordingly, changes have been directed in the 
promotion process in the manner of assignment selection and in the 
significance attached to certain jobs. To demonstrate the credibility 
of the new management plan, specific major actions include eliminat­
ing the use of the Order of Merit List (OML) for many personnel 
actions, revised promotion board letters of instruction and new as­
signment policies. 

The blueprint for OPMS, Department of the Army Pamphlet 
600-3, Officer Professional Development and 'Utilization, defines 
OPMS as the sum total of policies and procedures "by which officers 
are procured, trained, assigned, developed, evaluated, promoted, and 
separated." (Emphasis added.)3 This pamphlet also defines profes­
sional development as the process of meeting the "needs of the Army 
through planned assignments and schooling."4 It is interesting to 
note that, although professional development includes both assign­
ments and schooling, no innovation or policy changes have been 
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announced to align the Army's education system with the tenets of 
OPMS. However, the US Army Training and Doctrine Command 
(TRADOq has ·been tasked with responsibility for developing an 
officer education system for OPMS. Changes should be forthcoming 
by Fiscal Year 19/6. 

Should training and education philosophies be changed, or are 
today's concepts in concert with OPMS? Those questions cannot be 
answered without a definition of the role of training and education 
in the contemporary environment of OPMS. 

What is military education? For an officer, it is all the training 
and education actions taken during his career, both formally and 
informally, to prepare him to perform effectively in his assigned 
duties at each grade and level of responsibility. It is a continuing 
process with multiple means. These include common resident mili· 
tary courses, specialty-tailored resident military courses, nonresident 
military instruction, civil education programs as well as on-the-job 
training. 

While education is a generic term for the long-term process of 
developing the officer, each segment or individual element in this 
process must be evaluated in terms of requirement, objective and 
scope to ensure consistency with the goals of OPMS. What are these 
education criteria? 

Requirement: In most cases, education will be required by an 
officer when significant changes occur in the level or type assign­
ments appropriate to his grade and area of expertise. 

Objective: All education, less on-the-job training, represents a spe­
cific commitment of funds, time and personnel resources. Conse­
quently, each segment of the process must have as its objective the 
preparation of the officer for postgraduation, near-term job require­
ments. With technological and doctrinal changes introducing con­
tinual obsolescence of knowledge, each element of the education 
process should focus on actual or potential assignments within a four 
to five-year time frame. General William E. DePuy, Commanding 
General of TRADOC in a "DePuy Sends" message emphasized this 
point by stating that the officer student should be trained for "jobs 
that he is about to undertake-not jobs for which he must wait many 
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years."5 Although here General DePuy was describing basic and ad­
vanced course philosophy, such guidelines should be used for all 
military education. 

'Scope: All education should be tailored to the individual OPMS 
specialty requirements, the individual officer's assignment and pro­
fessional development requirements, and the Army's collective skill 
requirements. By the end of calendar year 1974, Project EASI (Ex­
panded Additionhl Skill Identifiers) had coded each officer position 
in the Army, and the Army's requirements by grade and specialty 
quantified. Brigadier General John F. Forrest, former Director of the 
Officer Personnel Directorate, US Army Military Personnel Center 
(MILPERCEN), stated on 16 July 1974 that " ... our officer assets 
will be tailored to meet requirements. "6 Likewise, any Armywide 
education common to a significant percentage of the officer corps 
can be justified only if it too meets this requirements criteria. 

This philosophy becomes the focal point of the definition process 
for education. Once requirements are identified, the educational 
system must support them. This statement appears so logical that its 
acceptance should be unquestioned, for even the basic directive on 
Army training, Army Regulation 350-1, Army Training, defines 
training as a process consistent with individual capabilities and the 
"skill requirements of the Army."7 The unq~estionable logic of edu­
cation based on requirements, however, is in fact contrary to the real 
or imagined traditional success indicators of the officer corps-that 
is, "tickets." Historically, nonselection for attendance at the US 
Army Command and General Staff College (USACGSC) or the US 
Army War College (USAWC), for example, has been viewed as a 
career setback indicative of professional shortcomings. This success 
indicator syndrome persisted whether or not the educational experi­
ence was appropriate to the individual, his area of expertise or his 
projected utilization. If OPMS is to succeed, this perception of edu­
cation's purpose must be eliminated. 

In the environment of the foreseeable future, the Army will be 
experiencing austere times, and a need will arise to reduce the time 
an officer spends away from normal assignments with a concomitant 
reduction of resources committed to education. This belt-tightening 
is nothing new to service school commandants. In November 1973, 
Headquarters, TRADOC, advised that, when developing curricula, 
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the following guidelines would be used: reduce officer time devoted 
to the pursuit of education and emphasize "lean instruction, <and 
eliminate enrich~ent training."B Instead of providing the traditional 
educational system within these guidelines, however, it would appear 
that the time has come to revitalize the military education process 

'by concentrating on the requirements as defined by OPMS and Proj-
ect EASI. Bareboned traditionalism must give way to required and 
pertinent military education. 

Thus, education not germane to an officer's specialty and his 
assignment requirements should be eliminated. Midcareer resident 
education (roughly equivalent to today's Armed Forces Staff College 
(AFSC), USACGSC, or advanced degree programs) must be limited 
to those officers requiring such education to meet assignment respon­
sibilities effectively. Ling Chow, the PTP cook, certainly would not 
attend the Academy of Construction Management under this con­
cept. LikeWISe, the chaplain or nurse ~ho today spends weeks learn­
ing to be a division 02 or a corps G3 would be eliminated without 
prejudIce from USACGSC attendance. Officers in this category could 
be selected for advanced education appropriate to their area of ex­
pertise 'consistent with the Army's needs. To engender in the spe­
cialist an understanding of high-level staffs and the interrelation­
ships of the military community, other means of education should be 
available with a reduced expenditure of time and resources. Attend­
ance by many specialists at the "senior institution for tactical in­
struction in the Army Education System"9 is a luxury that is incon­
sistent with both austere times and OPMS. 

Similarly. education should not be used solely as a reward for past 
accomplishments. Jacobs may have been the best survey boss in the 
PTP system, but his development should be guided only by his future 
utilization. If the PTP intended to utilize his acquired skills in high 
managerial positions, his selection was appropriate. Otherwise, it be­
came a means of obtaining the required punches in his ticket, his 

< personal Pathway to Progress. 

In this vein, the Army today appears to overtrain a segment of the 
officer corps, and undertrain the remainder. A survey by the US 
Army Logistics Management Center (USALMC) of logistics officers 
at the midpoint in their careers indicated that approximately one­
third of these officers were selected for USACGSC/AFSC, civilian 
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institution master's degree programs and the prestigious Logistics 
Executive Development Course of the USALMC. The remaining 
two-thirds of the officers were rarely offered equal professional de­
velopment education.! 0 The supereducated category of officers can, 
at one time, occupy only one-third of the Army's logistic positions, 
and yet they represent nearly the entire pool of officers educated 
after career course completion. A more equitable distribution of ed­
ucation opportunities, if required by assignment responsibilities, ap­
pears to be in oider. Bailey might not have been terminated by the 
PTP if such a policy had been used by the railroad. 

While every job in the Army must be considered important-DA 
staff as well as Fort Polk! 1 -certain assignments are of such a critical 
nature that the MILPERCEN career branches must ensure that of­
ficers of only the highest caliber are selected for them. In this case, 
the individual's abilities and professional reputation should deter­
mine assignment suitability, not selection for and attendance at a 
course of instruction. 

If the MILPERCEN career branches were directed to utilize a 
modified OML or similar discriminating management tool to align 
individual capabilities and position criticality, the man-job match 
could be ensured without the unnecessary expenditure of education 
resources. Such a directed change would also be consistent with the 
specialization doctrine of OPMS and the lean training guidelines of 
TRADOC. 

It would appear from this appraisal that the existing philosophy 
of military education is not compatible with the guidelines of OPMS 
and contemporary military thinking. The practices discussed above 
are not those of a mythical railroad, but, rather, those of today's 
Army in a period when credibility in officer management is receiving 
attention at each level up to the Chief of Staff. 

To test the credibility of OPMS, 52 captains attending the Ord­
nance/Chemical Advanced Course were asked to evaluate the new 
management system. Ninety-six percent (50) agreed with the doc­
trine of OPMS but were skeptical of its potential for implementation 
due to the long-existent traditional value system of the officer corps. 
"A sound well-intentioned system but it won't work" was the almost 
unanimous consensus.! 2 
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The Officer Personnel Management System then does have a cred­
ibility problem with junior officers who will be most affected by the 
new system. DA has recognized this fact and has directed promotion 
and assignment policy changes. However, the field of education has 
not been publicly addressed. To make OPMS a viable management 
system, the concept of military education being requirements driven, 
tailored to the individual officer and his specialty, must be de­
fined-and publicized: 

The details of such a system must be developed considering the 
assignment and education interface. When an educational require­
ment is identified and evaluated in terms of requirement, objective 
and scope, the next .decision is how best to provide the learning 
experience. Resident and nonresident, civil and military, on-the-job 
and off·the-job-all are possibilities that must be considered. Tra­
ditional avenues of education, like the officer generalist, must give 
way to OPMS. 

When this action is taken and publicly announced as Army 
policy, the education of Army officers will have achieved credibility. 
A "Pathway to Professionalism" will become evident to each officer. 
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Soviet T.echnological 
Preparation 

for Night Combat 

Captain Eugene D. Betit, United States Army 

P RIOR to World War IT, the night 
attack was regarded as an ex­

tremely difficult and hazardous under­
taking, possessing negligible tactical 
value and enjoying little probability 
of success. This view changed radically 
as night attacks were used increas­
ingly with better effect to secure first 
limited, and then somewhat more am­
bitious, objectives in less time and 
with fewer casualties than during the 
day. Night attacks were used in all 
theaters in World War II. During the 
Korean Conflict, they became almost 
routine, especially after the Chinese 
Communists entered the struggle. At 
EI Alamein, General Montgomery, in 
one of the most carefully planned 
night attacks in modern military his­
tory, deployed an entire British army 
to smash Rommel's Afrika Korps.l 

During the "G rea t Fatherland 
War" (World War II), the Soviet 
Army also made widespread use of 
darkness to conduct a variety of op­
erations ranging from the regrouping 
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and concentration of forces for major 
offensives to pursuit operations which 
exploited successes initiated during 
daylight hours. The Soviets made ex­
tensive use of the cover of night for 
resupply operations. 2 The last major 
Russian effort of the war, the drive 
on Berlin, was launched by a night 
assault across the OdeI' River by three 
Soviet fronts (the equivalent to the 
LTS Army Group)." !\lost of the So­
viet Army's opposed water crossings 
occurred under the cover of dark­
ness. I 

Today's S 0 vie t military leaders 
stress the ability to continue opera­
tions throughout hours of darkness. 
Not only is this ability demanded in 
regulations, but it is also amply un­
derlined in the Soviet military press 
with emphasis on the value of night 
operations under conditions of nuclear 
warfare and the widespread use of 
mass destruction weapons: 

The resolute and highly maneuver­
able characteristics of modern combat, 
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the striving of both sides to defeat the 
enemy zeith minimumZosses and in 
the shortest possibl'e time-all this 
makes it incumbent on subunits to 
carry out combat actions continuously, 
by day and night. Night cannot be a 
reason for decreasing activity. On the 
contrary, the dark of night is used to 
achiel'e s'lr1"p1'ise. increase the rates of 
adranee, and l<'in time. Continuous 
~ombat actiong by subunits at night 
are therefore becoming an objective 
necessity, and night action the usual 
type of attion. (Emphasis added.) 5 

Another exposition on tile subject 
appearing in the Soviet press de­
clared: 

Sot'let military theoretical science, 

Captain Eugene D. Betit is cur­
rently studying for an M.A. in Soviet 
Atea StwilCS at Gellrgrfoll'n Unirer­
sity. He 1 eeeired an A.B. in Human­
Ities from ['rapidenre College and is 
a gmduate IIf the Russian-language 
cnurse at the Defense Language In­
stitute, West CnoHt Rmnch, and the 
US ,41''''1} Institute for Ad1'Onced Rus­
H.ian and F:ost F:lIropeall Studies, He 
Ita . .:: Ben'ed 21'1 inteflinence assi.qnrnents 
at Readl/llartNo, US Army, Europe; 
leith the 219th Military Intelligence 
Detachment; and Readquarters, II 
Field FOI're, Republic of Vietnam. 

TJie uuthor Il ishc:-: to thank Dr. Ar­
tltur G. Folz, fm lIIer/y of the USA­
REUR Techniml Intelligence Center, 
fm' his htlp in re.<eal"l"hin.g tM .• article. 

90 

exploiting the rich experience of the 
Great Fatherland War and the post­
war development of armed combat, at­
taches considerable significance to 
night combat operations. The appear-' 
ance of nuclear-armed missiles and 
other destructive means, as well as 
radar, infrm'ed, and other a1>POra­
tus, has Hignificantly increased the 
possibility for night combat. . . . 
Night offensive actions and actionH 
under reduced visibility make possible 
the attain ",e",! of surprise, create 
conditions fOl' the destruction of the 
enemy by smaller fm'ces and with 
feu'er losses. ' 

There can be no doubt of Soviet in­
terest in this aspect of modern com­
bat. A series of articles cov~ring 

nearly evel')' aspect of night action 
appeared in Voennyi Vestnik and So­
det Military Re!'ielc over the past 
four years. "Night Training of the 
Armed Forces" ""as one of four spe­
cial themes to which an entire issue 
of roenny; Ves/nile was devoted in 
1974. ' 

As could be expected of a techno­
logically advanced nation, the Soviet 
Armed Forces are equipped with a 
variety of in frared scopes and night 
vision aids for slll"veillance, drl\'ing 
and night firing. Moreover, recent ar­
ticles h",'e disclosed that quantities 
of starlight scopes were captured 
from the Arabs during last fall's 
Arab·Israeli confrontation. It can, 
therefore, be asgumed that Soviet and 
probably other Warsaw Pact forces 
have been issued this eqUipment on a 
large scale. 

The API' series of infrared sight­
ing equipment with a reported range 
of "several hundred meters" is em­
.ployed on Soviet and Warsaw Pact 
recoilless guns, as well as on' antitank 
and field guns of 57 to lOOmm for di­
rect fire upon tanks or fortified posi-
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tions. Similar night sighting equip­
ment is known to be installed on 
medium' tanks from the T54 to the 
T62 series. 

On the T54, an FRS2 filter is 
mounted on the conventional FG 10 
tank headlight, providing a normal ef­
fective range of about 90 meters and 
a field of view of 29 meters at 50 
meters. R The TIOM he&vy tank and 
the ASUS,5 airborne assault gun also 
have on·board infrared sighting and 
navigation systems. A binocular head­
set-type device, the PVN57, is in serv­
ice for navigating tracked vehicles, 
artillery vehicles and a variety of 
normal and over-sized engineer eQuip­
ment. Commander's surveillance de­
vices also are uRed on tanks and most 
models of armored personnel carriers, 
as well as amphibious scout cars. 

The Soviets supply their troops 
with field glasses equipped with an in­
frared detection system, a good pas­
sive detector. The same system is em­
ployed in the scope for the Dragunov 
(SI'D) sniper rifle, making it a capa­
ble "discourager" of undisciplinerl in­
frared use by any possible opponent. 

According to recent Western press 
reports, the ranges of Soviet starlight 
scopes captured by the Israelis during 
the October War are significantly 
greater than the infrared equipment 
just surveyed. One scope reportedly 
coulrl detect movement of individual 
troops at 732 meters, while it could 
pick up vehicle movement out to IG46 
meters. Recently, the Army Times 
disclosed that the US Army has in­
creased emphasis on the procurement 
of night-sighting equipment for anti­
tank missiles, as well as night vision 
goggles for infantrymen and tank­
ers, as a result of the equipment taken 
from the A ra6s. 

Possibly of even greater interest is 
the extensive Soviet use of some 
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rather technically advanced' navIga­
tional equipment to facilitate move­
ment during periods of darkness or 
reduced visibility. D This equipment 
comes in three configurations: the 
most basic consists of a dir'1Ctional 
gyroscope: the second includes both 
coordinate and course indicators; and 
the most sophisticated, found in com­
mand vehicles, features a console 
which actually plots the vehicle's 
course on a topographical map. The 
equipment also is useful in forested 
areas, in cities which have suffered 
extensive destruction and in desert or 
steppe areas where prominent terrain 
features are lacking. One Soviet pub· 
lication has mentioned that the equip­
ment is expected to be useful in areas 
which have been devastated by nuclear 
strike.s. 1tl 

Many Soviet combat vehicles, in­
cluding all medium tanks and scout 
cars (BRDM), carry either GPK4R 
or GPKS9" gyroscopic compasses 
(directional gyro) which accurately 
reflect the vehicle's course (azimuth) 
\vithin 2° for periods of up to 1.5 
hours before it must be resurveyed. 
According to Soviet manuals. if spe­
cial rare is taken in surveying the 
,tart data. the machine may be used 
up to five hours before a recheck of 
the vehicle's location is required. The 
gyroscope is connected to the vehicle 
in such a way that it reflects the 
change of direction whenever the vehi­
cle turns. 

The gyroscope may be switched on 
only with the \'ehicle motionless, and 
it must remain stationary for at least 
five minutes while the operator goes 
through a detailed check-out proce­
dure. Before setting out. the direc­
tional angle or magnetic azimuth of 
the vehicle's longitudinal axis must be 
determined and entered into the gyro. 
Three methods are used for surveying 
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the vehicle. none of which are very 
complicated or time-consuming. 

Not only must the vehicle remain 
in place during a five-minute warmup 
period. but failure to switch off the 
gyro's braking mechanism before set­
ting the vehicle in motion results in 
equipment breakdown. Unfortunately. 
no material is available concerning 
maintenance or equipment "down­
time." but. on the surface. the equip­
ment appears somewhat vulnerable. 

Prior to movement. vehicle com­
manders must plot their route of 
march on a map and prepare data ta­
bles giving distances and various azi­
muths along the route. The driver de­
termines distance covered on a speed­
ometer. and. when the distance indi­
cated by the table is reached. he turns 
the vehicle. with the gyrocompass de­
termining the prescribed angle. En 
route. the commander checks the loca­
tion of observable landmarks against 
his map. Soviet doctrine stresses that. 
conditions permitting. the gyrocom­
paso base angle should be rechecked 
every 1.5 hours. definitely before five 
hours of use. 

Articles in the Soviet press indicate 
that the Soviets place great emphasis 
~n the use of this equipment on night 
marches. As far as can be determined 
from open sources. the system is more 
feasible than it sounds. One of the 
Soviets' more interesting application 
of the gyro is to maintain course dur­
ing tank river-crossing snorkeling op­
erations, and at least one article has 
described a combat assault by a tank 
battalion guided only by gyrocompass. 

The navigation equipment package 
without console is found predomi­
nantly in artillery units where it is 
used extensively to establish survey 
data '"-which would seem to reflect 
the- mechanism's accuracy. The sys­
tem's components include: gyroscopic 
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indicator, control panel, route indica­
tor. coordinate display, two course 
indicators and a transformer. Average 
error is no more than 1.3 percent of 
the course covered; the set's gyro is 
accurate to within ::: 20 feet over a 
half-hour period. 

Approximately 10 to 15 minutes is 
required to ready the equipment for 
operation. and it may be used con­
tinuously for up to 3.5 hours before 
it has to be resurveyed. If the march 
is of greater duration. Soviet doctrine 
stipulates that several terrain fea­
tures, preferably near rest areas, 
should be preselected for reorienta­
tion of the set. No matter what the 
length of the march, the map is "pre­
pared" beforehand. The l' e qui red 
sheets are glued together. and dis­
tance and azimuth readings worked 
out. For off-road movement. especially 
at night, the map is annotated with 
all directional angles and distances. A 
Soviet sergeant writing in Voennyi 
Vestnik stated that. on a march in­
volving only four or five turning 
points, 15 to 20 minutes is needed to 
compute the route data. He developed 
a plastic calculator to accomplish the 
computations much more rapidly. Us­
ing the course indicator and speed­
ometer, the driver can navigate al­
though he must stop every 10 to 20 
minutes to check his position. Ap­
parently. the Soviets use GAZ69 jeep­
like vehicles equipped with this navi­
gational configuration to lead columns 
during night marches-the others 
"following the leader" under blackout 
conditions. 

When entering coordinates into the 
mechanism, care is taken to turn the 
knob only from plus to minus values. 
Otherwise. there will be play in the 
kinetic chain and inaccuracy will en­
sue. The equipment's accuracy is 
markedly decreased on ice. in deep 
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Rnow or in swamps because of the 
vehicle's spinning wheels. 

The final Soviet navigational con­
figuration, usually found in BTR50 
command vehicles, includes a map­
plotting console plus course and route 
indicators. The error of the gyro· 
scopic course indicator is, according 
to Soviet writings. ::':: 20 feet per 
hour. The apparatus j continuously 
provides the vehicle's coordinates and 
the azimuth while plotting the route 
as it is covered. Map scales of 
1 :25,000, 1 :50,000 and 1 :100.000 may 
be used with the equipment. A p:ood 
guess would be that these maps cor· 
respond to battalion, regimental, and 
divisional and higher echelons. Two 
map boards are provided so that the 
next map can be prepared as the pIot­
ter approaches the edge of the first. 

Once set in motion. the apparatus 
is to be turned off only when the vehi­
cle is stopped. The gyrocompass re­
quires four to five minutes to come to 
a halt once it has been switched off. 
If the situation is such that the vehi­
cle cannot stoP. however, the re-
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mainder of the apparatus can be 
switched off while the gyrocompass 
remains operating. 

Admittedly, a number of questions 
remain unanswered. Of paramount 
interest is hard data on the system's 
accuracy under actual field conditions 
and the actual state of the art of its 
employment by Soviet troops. 

Limited as this survey is by the 
availability of pertinent data in the 
open press. it is evident that the So­
viets have reason to be proud of their 
technological preparation for night 
combat. Soviet troops have been 
equipped with considerable quantities 
of quality hardware. including both 
starlight and infrared systems. to aid 
in night movements. observation and 
weapons sighting. Moreover. the three 
configurations of Soviet land naviga­
tion equipment endow Soviet recon­
naissance. armor. artillery and com­
mand and control elements with a 
considerable ad vantage vis·iI-vis any 
future opponent not so equipped. At 
present. this includes all Western 
armies. 
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lit ARTICLES OF INTEREST 

Negotiation: The Art of Diplomacy 
Compared to the Art of War 

By Alam Plantey 

Defense Nationale, June 1974 (Francel 

Translated and condensed by 
COL John W. Price, USAR 

Dlplomac y h not too different from 
war. NegotiatIOns usually precede. accom­

pany and follow war Both are ways of 
settlmg conflicts between groups. The 
great peale conferences have been fully as 

importdnt .1.5 the great battles. As con­

tacts betweeh natlons inCtea5c. negotla­
tlon becomes of greater lmportance, es­
pecl<dly Since modern states rarely begm 

hus.tilIties WIthout first cultivating alli­

ances. 

In diplomacy, the use of power has 
more limitations than on the battlefield. 
as a nation does not feel bound by a 
treaty it hac;. been forced to sign. 

It has been said that tradmg nJtlons 

have been more inclined to negotIate, 

whereas continental nations with exposed 
frontiers have been more inclined tu re­

sort to war, Ignoring negottation dnd 

seeking domination. But this thesis does 

not hold up. for domination can be ob· 
tained through negotiation. and trading 
nations often have been conquerors. Both 

warriors and diplomats seek to establish 
inequality, in favor of their side. 
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It is as dIfficult to establish rules for 
diplomacy as compared to those for war. 
The good negotiator depends on observa· 
tion, analysis, deductIon and even intui­
tion as much as he does on knowledge of 
law. customs and tradition. NegotiatiOn is 
a living thing, tt must adjust quickly to 
the leactlOns of the other side, especially 
to the unforeseen. 

Diplomacy is not always an instru­
ment of peace, it can lead deliberately In 
the direction of war. 

In battle, victory on the field is the 
simple aim. but, in negotiation. the usual 
outcome is not a rout but a compromIse 

or even a postponement of the question. 
The refus,d to open negotiations some 
times can tell us as much as the refusal to 
give battle. One should always calculate 
the consequences of a stdlemate. and the 

man who 15 determined -whether through 
weakness or V<lmty-to come away wIth J. 

stgned agreement as evidence of "success" 

has failed to do hIS Job properly. 

Negotiations should be regarded not as 
t.lOtics but as part of strategy. The Mu· 
nich agreements were tactical in the sense 
oi being a maneuver to placate the ambi· 
tIOns of a statesman-hence, a battle lost. 

but they also pulled apart the whole stra­
Le gic balance of Europe -hence, the 
equivalent of a war lost. Many a confer­

ence has been lost bec.ause the chief nego­

tiator had no clear conception of a strate­

gic j!.oal in mind 
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Both diplomats and warriors try to 
discover vulnerable points ill the op­

posItion. btlt the negotiator must have a 

wider VIew of the possible consequences 

of each move, not merely for the parties 
present, but also for those absent. Diplo­
macy Itl.e war, demand, clear thinking, 
complex m.aoeuvering, scores of strata­

gem" and Infinite subtlety. 

The Mentality of Soviet Soldiers 

By COL Erich Soblk 

TruppenpraXIS, January 1974 
(West Germany) 

It IS hard to stereotype Soviet soldiers. 
but ex.Jrnples of several common denomi­
nators provide d Curly accurate composite 
picture. 

Historically, Russians have had to 
learn to survive severe geographic and ch­
matic conditions The SOvIet soldier of 

today can endure many more physical 
hardships than the average Western 501-

·dIer is accustomed to facing. Soviet sol­
diers also seem to know how to use this 
enVIronment to its fuUest advantage. Such 

stamina conttlbutes to the SOVIet soldIers' 

comba t effectiveness. 

The people who make up the Soviet 
Union today often were subject to brutal 

slavery in the past. Although Soviet sol. 
diers often show almost childlike tender­
ness and a big heart, they also are just as 
often brutally insensitive" to human feel· 
ings and death of the enemy, his com­
rades or himself. This fluctuation is un· 

predictable and thus gives the advantage 
to Soviet soldiers in guessing games 
among commanders during combat. 

More recent Soviet history has con· 
tributed conflicting characteristics to the 
Soviet ;oldier. Love of fatherland, abso" 
lute hatred of the enemy, har;hness and 
discipline drilled into the soldier benefit 
him in combat. Negative characteristics 
ingrained through Soviet ideology include 
the lack of open mitiative, intellectual 
creativity and constructive criticism. 
These factors which inhibit self-suffi" 
ciency seem to be most detrimental to 
the effectiveness of noncommissioned of. 
ficers in the Soviet Armed Forces. 

Although the Soviet Union consists of 
people of many different races and cul­
tural heritages, Soviet soldiers have 
enough in common historically and envi­

ronmentally for us to gain a better under­

standing of the mentality of the Soviet 
soldier. 

(The author is a G2 who has done exten­
sille research into the area of Soviet sol· 
diers and has written several articles on 
this subject.) 

These synopses are pubhshed as a serVice to the readers. E~ery effort 
is made to ensure accurate translation and summarization. However 1 for 

more detailed accounts, readers should refer to the original articles. No 
official endorsement of the views, opinions, or factual statements in 

these items is intended or should be inferred.-The Editor. 
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MILITARY 

NOTES 
UNITED STATES 

F14 

The 100th F14 Tomcat air superiority fighter takes off from Grumman Aerospace Corporation's 
Flight Test Facility. Two F14 squadrons, consisting of 24 aircraft, are already operatIOnal with the 
fleet aboard the nuclear aircraft cafrler USS Enterpnse in the Pacific while preparations are under· 
way for the deployment of two additional squadrons aboard the USS John F. Kennedy next year. 
Grumman IS currently delivenng F14s to the US Navy at the rate of five per month. 

HISTORICAL RESEARCH 

The 399th Civil Affairs Group IS researching 
its history. Former members of the 99th Mili­
tary Government Group or the 34th, 49th, 
57th, 63d or 71st Military Government Com­
panies are asked to write the 399th Civil Affairs 

Group, ATTN: Historian, Eagle Road, Dan­
bury, Connecticut 06810. Former members of 
the 40th Infantry DIvIsion who have knowledge 
of these units also are asked to contact the 
399th. 

The MILITARY REVIEW and the U,S. Army Commend and General Steff Collegaassume 
no responsibility for accuracy of information conteined in the MILITARY NOTES section 
of this publication. Items are printed as a service to the readel1. No official endorsement of 
the views, opinions, or factual stetemants is intended.-The Editor. 
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NOTES ~'m 

HELLFIRE DEMONSTRATED 

US Army Missile Command gunners recently 
fired two laser gUided missiles almost simultane­
ously and hit two tanks at Redstone Arsenal 
marking the first successful ripple fire demon­
stration of the Army's new Hellfire weapon 
system. 

The missiles were launched from a Huey· 
Cobra helicopter. One tank was illuminated by 
an airborne helicopter and the second tank by a 
ground designator. The missiles were "coded" 
to home on their respective targets approxi­
mately 60 feet apart. 

Dunng a rapid-fire demonstration, the Cobra 
gunship launched two missiles eight seconlb 

MINE-CLEARING PLOW 

apart and both scored direct hits, using only 
one laser designator. 

Hellfire, being developed for air launch from 
attack helicopters, will prOVide the Army with a 
family of terminal homing seeker weapons to 
engage a vanety of tank and hardpoint targets. 
It IS the first antitank weapon deSigned espe­
cially for helicopter launch. 

Rockwell International proVided the Hornet 
mISsiles and laser seekers used in the test. 
Hughes Aircraft Company developed the 
ground laser deSignator, and Northrop Corpora­
liOn provided the airborne designator. 

The track-width plow, under development at the US Army Mobility Equip· 
ment Research and Development Center, Fort Belvoir, Virginia, uncovers 
mines and casts them aside undetonated. Each moldboard has four protruding 
teeth_ A chain curtain detonates tlit rod mines before they can reach the 
tank's belly_ 
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~It NOTES 

MANPACK RADIO 

This Manpack radio, providing over 280,000 high-frequency 
band channels, IS being produced for the US Manne Corps by 
Hughes Aircraft Company. Disassembled, the radio is com­
posed of the receiver/exciter, a 20-watt amplifier/coupler and 
battery pack. Reassembled, the radIO is about the size of one 
encyclopedia volume. The model, designated the ANI 
PRCI04, is virtually automatic-the antenna is tuned, the set 
is aligned and the transmitter comes up to full power when 
the radioman selects his frequency and hits the press-to-talk 
switch. 

HISTORIES NEEDED 

In spite of its official status as one of the 
newest branches of the Army, the Military 
Police Corps can trace its lineage through the 
various ~nits that have perlormed military 
policy or provost functIOns back to the Mare­
chausie Corps (mounted constabulary) of the 
Revolutionary War. But there are great voids in 
thiS history, panicularly because the early pro­
vost organizations were called into service only 
during wartime or national emergencies, and 
then they disbanded with the return to peace­
time and smaller armies. 

The US Army Military Police School is 
attempting to fill these voids by gathering 
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information penaining to military police uni­
forms, equipment, organization and operating 
procedures during the various periods. Docu­
ments, photographs, firsthand accounts and 
items of military police equipment are being 
solicited for the Military Police Museum. 

All interested persons are urged to provide 
information, documents for the library, dona­
tions for the Military Police Museum, or 
"leads" to new sources of information. Any 
assistance or suppon should be directed to the 
Commandant, US Army Military Police School, 
ATTN: Historical Society, Fon Gordon, 
Georgia 30905. 

Military Review 



NOTES ~Ir 

POLAND 

TRAINING AMMUNITION 

New training ammunition was developed for 
Polish mortars on the basis of cost efficiency. 
The new ammunition is a subcaliber pvrotech· 

NBC MASK 

OFFICER BY ACCOLADE 

Cadets become lieutenants in this dubbing 
ceremony which takes place in Warsaw every 
year on 12 October, the anniversary of the 
Polish Army. Knighthood might seem to be a 
contradiction in a classless society, but the 
rilual'seems 10 reinforce Ihe conviction that the 
new· class now holds the power.-Kampftrup­

pen. 
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nical rocket which is put into a mortar shell for 
firing. The launching shell remains in the barrel 
after firing.-Soldat und Teclmik, © 1974. 

A new NBC (nuclear, biological, chemicall 
mask has been introduced into the Polish 
Armed Forces. In contrast to the older type 
mask, it has enlarged, oval·shaped goggles an d a 
built-in filter. It seems to be either a modifica­
tion of the similarly shaped Rumanian M 10 
NBC protective mask. in use since 1970 or a 
Polish development.-Soldat und Technik. © 
1974. 
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UNITED KINGDOM 

ARMED FORCES EXPANDED 

The Sultanate 01 Muscat and Oman is ex­
pandmG Its armed forces. The armed lorces are 
tramed by Bntish regular and contract ollicers. 

As part of the expansion, a women's corps is 

being organized; the air force is modernizing its 
air fleet and adding additional squadrons; and 
the navy is being equipped with last patrol 
boats and inshore launches. 

USSR 
MOBILE TRAINING CENTER 

closable peepholes 

The officers' academy for Soviet airborne 
troops has devised a mobile station for trainmg 
up to 12 students at a time to be platoon 
leaders. 

ThiS mobile traming center consists of a 
BTR50P armored personnel carner topped With 
a welded removable cabin. There are 11 training 
positions m this cabin, and the 12th is in the 
armored personnel carrier to .the right of the 

driver's ",at. The cabin has a bUilt-in tape 
recorder and loudspeaker system, Each training 
position has a closable peephole and is fur­
nished with obs",vation and communications 
equipment. The throat microphone at each 
station is connected to the leader's console 
which is equipped with three transistorized 
cassette recorders. The students' commands and 
orders can be recorded for later evaluation.­
Soldar und Techntk, © 1974. 

STRATEGIC REACTION FORCES 

Twelve airborne divisions form the nucleus 
of the Soviet strategic reaction forces. All 12 
divisions are stationed west of the Urals. Each 
division has ~bout 7000 men and consists of 
two to three paratrooper regiments with three 
mfantry battalions of 450 men each, two 
artillery battalions with three firing batteries 
consisting of six .85mm fieh! guns each and 
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rocket launchers, one parachute mortar bat· 
talion and one antitank battalion, plus engi­
neers, signal detachments and combat service 
support troops. 

Logistics support poses one of the main 
problems for these forces,-Flugwehr und 
-Technik. ©1974. 
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SWITZERLAND 

PIRANHA VEHICLES 

Mowag of Switzerland has developed proto· 
types of a new family of armored transport 
.ehkles calied Piranha. 

The standard 4X4 version IS a to·man 
armored personnel carrier (APe) armed with a 
machinegun. Special models of this vehicle have 
been modified as cargo or command and 
communications vehkles. 

The standard 6X6 is an APe with a 20mm 
or 30mm gun, an 80mm automatic rocket 
launcher, a 90mm antitank gun, a 20mm twin 
antiaircraft gun or a 120mm mortar. Modified 
versions can be us(d as cargo, command and 
communications, or ambulance vehicles. 

The 8X8 APe IS armed with a 20mm or 
30mm gun, a 30mm twin antiaircraft gun or a 
120mm mortar. 

The Piranha vehicles have a maximum speed 
of 100 kilometers per hour and meet NATO 
requirements.-Soldat und Technik, © 1974. 

8X8 
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SCHOOL FOR SOLDIERS: 
West Point and the Profession of Arms 

By Joseph Ellis and Robert Moore. 

291 Pages. Oxford University Press. 1974. $9.95. 

If you're a career Army officer­
"grad" 01' "nongrad"-you probably 
have spent some tIme talking about 
"ring-knockers," "the WPPA," or the 
fact that Chapter 1 In Ward Just's 
MIlitary .lIen is titled "The Academy" 
which h~ later describes as "the place 
where the professional army begins." 

Whatever your pomt of view, you 
will enjoy School {UI' Sold,er", an in­
terestmg analysi;; of West Point's cur­
riclllum and educationnl environment. 
as well as a treatment of some very 
Important aspect<;;; of the profession of 
arm:-:: it~elf. 

The author;; ,Ulmest that "outsider;; 
;;hould approach We<;( Point with the 
critical uut sympathetic attitude of 
an anthropologist studying a different 
cllltllre." EllIS and Moore are not out­
siders, and their judgments are fre­
quently severe and often unsympa­
thetic. As nongrads who completed 

. their active duty obligations teaching 
at West Point-Ellis in History. 
Moore in English-they were not so­
cialized by the system but had a 
chance to observe It closely. Both are 
now college professors but apparently 
found it hard to perform that role at 
the Academy because they insist West 
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Point b not a college where one might 
ponder and test hypotheses. but a pro­
fessional school with a velT ;;pecial. 
ized curriculum. 

The issue is "how soldiers sholild 
be educated." Ellis and Moore disagree 
with statements in Barron's Profile.'? 
of A >I1pr,pan lol/eycs that the Acad­
emy has a "two-fold mlRslOn-mllitary 
and academic; that the cadet emerges 
as a man of independent mind and 
will; 01' that intellectual stlmulatJ<lu 
can develop in him an investigative 
and probing mind." The authors quote 
many faculty members to sllpport 
their view that the Academy's m,,­
sion is strictly military-to gradllate 
Regulal' Army officers But, agam, the 
question IS what should a soldier be? 
Ellis and Moore believe the cndet regI­
men and the Academy curricullim prll­
duce [In uncrItIcal, automatiC' re~pon:-.e 
to the orders of establisherl allthorit,\'. 
the inabIlity to develop intellectual 
cliriosity, the refusal to ask prior 
questions, and a desire for simple, 
short-term answers-in short, "I he 
mIlitary mind." They argue that the 
desire to create mental toughness, 
rat her than encourage inquiring 
minds, results in officers i11-equippect 
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to struggle with complexities such as 
Vietnam or problems concerning raee 
01' drugs. School for Sold,ers says 
West Point: 

.. . has 'lnerPly systematized a pro('­
ess for producing industrious pl'ofes­

swnals lchose success ha.~ llttTe connec­
tion Ii'ztlt €'Ltller a sncwl good 01' an 
rtllical unperutiz!e . ... 

The authors' criticism is not, a, 
Josiah Bunting once pdt it, "the petu­
lant exorClsm of preconceIved dlshke 
for the military." Hut neIther is School 
fflr SoldielS the balanced account t'he 
authors suggest it is. Ellis and Moore 
accurately describe the "survey" na­
ture of many courses and the "over­
schelhIled" cadet week. But they fail 
to mention opportuni tle~ for valida­
tion, advanced placement and honor.s 
courses: they soft-peddle the elective 
program though It includes an inter· 
e~tIllg val'lety of course;:." lncluding a 
Black Stlldles Program which Ellis 
helped develop; they do not deSCrIbe 
the cadets' extensive participation In 

the Fine Arts Forum- a program of 
cultural activities to which Robert 
.:\Ioore made a significant contribu lion; 
and non here In the book IS there an~ 
reference to the very positive evalua­
tion made by the :\iiddle States A"o­
ciation of Colleges and Secondary 
Schools. 

;,\lany ollieer, \\ ill be annoyed by 
statements like: 

.. . tllr aradeHlzc pJ'ofiCiency llfCeX­
..... a} y to tcach coilege level cou},",es is 
qualitatil'rly diffl'1f'nt and takcs l()n[}c~· 
til dne/op tlian the kind of skill an 
officer mllst master when he asxuUlCS 
CfJmnwurl vI a battalion. 

This is a presumptuous, perhaps ig­
norant, perception which overlooks the 

• fact that the officer prepares for com­
mand throughou t his career and that' 
he must have not only skills, but a 
broader, more humanistic attitude 
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which the authors themselves favOl'. 
Nor does such a statement allow for 
the po"ibility that Army officers en­
thusiastic about their material and the 
teaching challenge may be more effec· 
tive than inexperienced graduate a~­

sistants or scholars WIth dog-eared 
lecture notes. But readers should not 
be distracted because the discussions 
of certain aspects of the Academy 
which clearly set it apart from Civilian 
colleges, such as the Fourth-Class Sys· 
tern (Beast Barracks) and the Honor 
System, are Interesting, enjoyable and 
provocative. And read the notes !-R 
collection of pertinent, often fascinat· 
ing material, ~ome of which ~hould 

have been' included in the text. 
MAJ ROBERT C. STlEPOCK. 

Department (If Command, USACGSC 

HITlER'S WAR AIMS: The Establishment of the 
New Order by Norman Rich. 548 Pages W. W 
Norton & Co 1974 $1495. 

In Volume one of Norman Rich', 
study of Hlfler's War Aim." the au­
thor makes a ~ohd case concerning 
the FlIlu er·s exp .. lI1slOnbt program~ 

ariSing out of hi' ideological concep­
tIOIlS. 

In thi> book, Hltler's War A,ms: 
The Establ18hme1lt of the Nell' OrdC/, 
Rich argues that Hitler after IV;)!), 

almost from the begInning of the New 
Order. had to improvJ:-.e Nazi rule 
over all captured nations. What passed 
for ideology in Mein Kampf later had 
to be modified or abandoned once real· 
ity forces the Reich to adopt prag­
matic measures in dealing with occu­
pied Europe. 

Only one consistent policy was pur­
sued by Hitler in regard to the non­
Aryans: the Jews. In Mei" Kampf, he 
called for the expulsion of the J e\\'s 
from the Reich, and, by 1938, after 
more than five years of rule, the "Jew-
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ish question" in Germany was on the 
verge of heing solved. But, as Rich 
demonstrates, when Hitler occupied 
Austria, Ciechoslovakia, Poland, Nor­
\\ay, Denmark, the Lowlands, France, 
the Balkans, the Baltic states, and 
\ve:--:;tern Rl1~:-;ia. the incorporation of 
millions of "new .J ews" only exacer­
bated the question untIl it became an 
imperial-rather than national-prob­
lem. Only the "final solution" sug­
gested by Himmler and the 55. which 
\Va..:; inlplementt'jd in halting stageH 

I>"fore 1~~1. seemed to provide the 
he't approach to, Hitler's insatiahle 
m(tilJa ag-<linf't the Je\\'~. 

Rich', book goes far beyond the 
.re\\l~h qncstlOH, e~pecially in hi~ 

metho<ik,,: and highly llltegrated an­
al.v::.q~ of lIllier' .... ne\\" order for each 
of the unfort dli~te 17 eonntries that 
experienced <ill el't ;':azi subjugatIOn. 
The administratJ\l, economic, SOCIal 
and politIC;:t1 factor.:' Blvalved In as­
'-e.~:-.qllg' l~;leh nation's ra!'ticulal' statl1~ 
',\ ithln the new order are skillfully'de­
ta!led and combined to form a fasci­
lI:lting portrait of horror and eoIct 
realIty, 

Thb coneludlllg volume is not only 
\\ ell-wrJtten and hi::;torically informa­
tnt'. hilt i ... l·rll .... tal to an under::;tanding 
of Imllel'la! pohtics confronting free 
man in the 20th Century. When onc 
realb the chronicle of tragedy during 
the ::--:azi pra for the~e plunrlered na­
tilln:-.. thl) illVIlHoll"':; l'nmpari~on of So­
viet Jnlpenal polities in its ~ew Order 
for E.a:-.tf'rn Europe'" captivE' nations 
tun {'Ilmp to mind. Although thE' t\\O 

,.",;tems are fundamentally dIfferent 
Itl "feo!ngy and controlled terror ap­
pr{)al'he~, the common bond of ::;lavery 
for the,,' victims is enough to give 
nny thoughtful reader real grounds 
foJ' :-,erioll~ concern. 
.lOSEPH R. GOLDMAN. 

Dr/wI'lmPlIl (If !>tl'al;{JY. U5ACG5C 
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TO CONQUER A PEACE: The War Between the 
United States and Mexico by John Edward Weems 
500 Pages Doubleday. 1974, $1250 

Because it has been so inextricably 
linked with the Civil War, Amei'ica's 
War with Mexico often has been con­
sidered as little more than a prelude 
to that larger conflict. Trne. it was a 
nasty, peculiar little war with social 
and political implications that would 
not be settled before Appomattox. 
Controversial. too, \\'lth schools of his­
torka! thought that remain uncon­
vinced today about the real causes of 
the Mexican War: the slavery iss,,'" 
Manifest Destill)', sectional or n;, . 

tional interests or the dehberate (Ie· 
sign of President James Polk. Still. 
the war agalllst Mexico was impottant 
in its o\\'n right for fit least t\VO rea­
sons. each of which constitute the 
double-barreled approach of .John Ed­
\\ard Weems in To C01lque!' a Peare: 
the forging of an American Army 
through exceptional junior office I' 
leadership. and the executive dll'ectlOil 
of the President as Commander in 
Chief. The author scores heavily Jll 

both areas, 
This book descnbes the experiences 

of war from the soldier's Viewpoint. 
the rivalries between Volunteer and 
Regular units, the dreadful human 
cost of inattention to mlhtary sanita­
tion, the my dad of problems concern­
lIlg pay, clothing anll provisions and 
the controlled chaos of the battlefield. 
('Oplllg with these problems was a 
body of young officers who would soon 
again meet on other battlefields as op­
ponents: Grant. Lee. Beauregard. 
Pickett, Johnston. Sherman, Meade, 
McClellan. Bragg and Thomas. Thell' 
,~uree:"ge.s. their sea~oniJ1g. their in­
novations on Mexican battlegrounds 
would be of inestimable value when 
the winds of civil war engulfed the 
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nation some years hence. 
At the other end of the battle spec­

trum was the American Commander 
in Chief. That some called this Mexi­
can conflict "Mr. Polk's War" was no 
misnomer. His executive direction of 
the war was complete and explicit. He 
set objectives, n arne d field com­
manders and even outlined campaign 
Instructions. He was a forceful, ener­
getic Commander in Chief \\ ho never 
lost SIght of political considerations 
stemming from the war. To dampen 
the presidential aspirations of his 
Whig generals, Zachary Taylor and 
Winfield Scott, Polk tried to commis­
sion and place Senator Thomas Hart 
Renton over them. Failing that, he 
placed political commanders of dubl-
011S milit~l'Y merit in their arm ips. 
Right or wrong, Polk explored the 
realm of preoidential decisionmaking 
and set boundnries whIch latcr PresI­
dents would follow. 

Augmented throughout uy numer­
ous rnap~ and iIluRtl'ations, To Cnt/­
quer 0 Pm"c is an excellent account 
of America'::-; fir::-.t ::mccessful iI1\aSlOll 

of foreign soil and should earn the at­
tention of anyone intere"ted in Amer­
Ica's "lIttle v·;ars" ano. their Imp..tl'.l on 
the American way of \\ ar. 
LTC JOHN G. FOWLI:R ,JR., 

Departlllcnt "I Tal'!u'S, [,SAC(;SC 

AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY IN THE CONGO, 1960· 
1964 by Stephen R. WeISsman. 325 Pages Cornell 
UniverSity Press 1974 $1350 

Stlldle~ of our foreign ptJla'.\ dUl'lIlg 

a certain period ano. lJl a eertmn place 
almost alwa~'s are done by author:-­
who believe the polIcy was wrong. Thl, 
book is an excellent reslIme uf the 
HvaiJable informatIOn on thp violent 
birth of ZaIre. It is successful III clari­
fying the chaos uf social and political 
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upheaval that showed so little rhyme 
or reason to most ouservers at the 
time. Hut the general slant of cause­
effect interpretations and the conclu­
sions are predictaule: Other poliCIes 
would have better served the Vnited 
States, Zaire and perhaps others. 

Specifically, Mr. Weissman \\ould 
have had us recogmze Patrice Lu­
mumba as the only man capable of 01'­

galllzing the volatile sItuatIOn III the 
early 1 %Os and ulllfying the nllme"­
OlU;, diverse ('ongole~e interest gl'Ol1P~, 
some of which seemed WIldly mis­
guided. He may UP right. Lumumua 
may have repre,ented t he best route 
to IInity, stabIlIty and development. 
Bllt thf" houk doe~ not conclusively 
demon:-.trate thi~ thesi~. :\or h. it cun~ 
vinring 111 its argument that vS pol­
iCrm<.lker~ ~holiid have ~een throllgh 
a \ eneel" of radical language and rec~ 
ngnized the Lumumuists a, pm-West 
III the Cnld War contc,t of the lIme 

The llnderlYlllg flaw 111 the book I" 
It~ LJa~ll' a~""lImption that commLllll:-m 
III the Congo need Hot han~ been re~ 

gal'lled as a threat to We.,tel'll lutcr­
e:-;ts-that neither the SO\'lpt L'HIOll 
nor (,hJlla hml the ffil)lIIh 01" dt:'~in' ttl 
g,tin control there. alld that the El.s.etl­
hower Hnd Kelinedy~.J(lhn:-::on adnlllli .... ~ 
tratlOn~ ~h\Jlild have realized thl:- awl 
re:·n:-.ted allY temptatlOfl to ~llPI){)I·t thp. 
lntel'e~t::-; of the former metl'lIpoie {~l 

~ A TO .dly) or Cnngole .... e IL'adtir:-. \\ ho 
set'med to ue more mlldel ate III their 
political ph i1o .... uph u:">:-.. FUI.dly. the 
allthor lndulge:-- hlm:--elf not unl~ IJl 

the ple.aHlre~ of hllulsight, but abu III 

the ~afe:--t and mo...,t f.bhiollable of 
l'rrtll'I~m~ of foreign polIl'Y detlSinn­
mak!l1g-that the publIc and the Ctln­
gress shtlllltl ue more involved in the 
pro('e:-;~ and that sinbter forces in the 
Pentagon and the Central Intelligence 
Agency should be less influential. 

On balance, the book's strengths are 
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greater than it;,; weaknesseR. Mr. 
\\'eissman'::;. l'e:-;eal~ch and hi~ unemo­
tional pres"ntution of factR make a 
uRcful contributIOn to our k1lowledge 
of th,,,e eventful >'earR in Africa. The 
:lllthOl' l)},f\~ents those re:-:pOlhHble for 
the pulie~' deci~ions often as ill-(ldviserl 
but :..IlH:ere pUbhe :-;en'nnt:;;; rather 
than a~ ~eekel's of PO\\'t:.~I· 01' wealth. 
En'1l though he would not cndorRe the 
mallller HI which the) were achieved. 
he doe ... not Ignore ('ertain favorable 
re ... ltltr. of \\\· ... tern efforts in the 
Congo, ~n one dOllbt.s that Zaire now 
stalHb a~ a prout! unified' nat1On. its 
polItical and el'onomic freedom and 
indppelulenee gl'llwing day by dny, a 
leddt'r ill African affairH. enjoying 
l.'(ln~trlletl\·e relations WIth Communi:-:t 
and nOll-Commulll!'>t natwHs of the 
\\ orld. And that h; whItt mo:-.t honor­
able men hoped for in a CIty called 
Leopold\llIe 011 :10 .Tune 1%0. 
LTC DAVID i\1. PARKER, 

[), 1m 1f iJ/nJt rd Stnff', "lInlnll'l 

ARMING AMERICA, How the US. Buys Weapons 
by J Ronald Fo, 484 Pages Harvard UOIverslty 
Press 1974 $1500 

Thl:-> book I~ nne that would be of 
Interest primarily to a novIce or RtU­
dellt m the weapons arquiRition' field. 
Anyone with experIence III the field 
\\ ill find nothing new in this writing. 
The RUbtJtle tellR exactly what it con­
tain~, "how the US buy::. \\eapons," 
However, the text is of value for one 
entering the weapons procurement 
field aR it giYCR a good basic back­
grounfi that "coverR the waterfront" 
.of the complexities and intricacies of 
the acqubition process. It also might 
serve as a refresher to one receiving 
anothel' pro('urement aRRignment after 
a lengthy abRence. It will serve aR a 
good reference source. 

At the ontset, the author states: 
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... the researrh supporting the 
Iwo" IS not simply a rollection of sta­
tistirs frolll a largr numlier of Defense 
and API'osparr Prograllls. 1 athrl'. III!! 

analysis i,.:, hased on: 
1. Au c,raminatinu ()f p1'nCUfrml"llt 

rrfllllation,' and practices. 
2. An r.raminatin1l ()f cnntractor 

h;d.~ and proposals fn pe1'fonn wnrk 

for the Gor<'1'1III1cnt . 
. 1. An r.ramination of records of ac­

tual per/o1'manr(l by c()lItrnctn]"l; ()n 

lQ),Yf" dp"vc/np'n1cnt nod p"(}(/urfinn Pl'()­

!}rams. 
.$.. InterL'iell'.'1 lI'ltll Gnvernmrut and 

industl'lf }JcHWnllel dirertlll int'olzled 
ill the Dr/ellsP and Apl'Os,pacp hu,si­
npso;:. 

The Hanard Umversity Press bills 
it aR a follo\\-on study to the Wcopon. 
Acquisition Pro('r.';;s: An Ernnmnic 
Annlil."s by Merton J. Peck and Fred­
ric M. Srherer and the Weapons Ac­
quisitinn Process: f~'e()nnm ie I neell­
lil'1's by Fredric M. Scherer. Those 
YolumeR, also published by the Hal'­
yard l'niversity PreRs, are still clas­
sics in the field of procurement. I do 
not believe Almin,O Amen'ra can be 
eompared WIth them for either mno­
vative research or significance of rec­
ommendation~, 

The book does mclude a conCISe re­
dew of the economics of wen pons ac­
quisition, Government-indu"try and 
Government-Congressional relation­
"hips, planning for procurement and 
production, procurement methodology, 
budgeting, costing, contracts and pro­
gram management in a well-organized 
study. 

A discussion of "buy-ins" in the 
Government source selectIOn proces,.; 
is compared to civilian marketing, 
Profit philoRophy, overhead and capi­
tal allocation to specific contracts are 
also of note. However, similar writ-
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ings are readily fa u n d in other 
sources. Dr. Fox concludes that the 
procurement function needs a major 
restructuring which must begin with 
the mdividual citizen',; vote and Con­
gressional reaction to that mandate. 
Recommendations inclt1de a le5~ time­
consuming :-::ource selection prucess, 
centralization of the co:;t e:;timatlllg' 
function by service. Gp\'el'nment in­
volvement in evelT aspect of the aequi­
~itiOJl pl'Ol'e:-:,~, better control of engi­
neering requirements and a eaJ'eer 
fleW and Illeentives to keep good pro.l­
eet management procllrement I)el'~on­

nel on the Govel'llment team. HIs pro­
posals for solUtlO11 are bronn, general­
ized and lack sufficient detail for any 
short-range implementatIOn. 

Thi.s revie\\ el' was disapPOInted that 
an illdividual of Dr. Fox's education 
(Ph.D. and former ASf'ol'iate Profes­
~or at the Harvard BllSlIl€S:-' Schoull 
and experience (former A.s ... I~tant Sec­
retary of the Army) did not produce 
a more :;ignitkant contl'lbutiol1 to the 
weapOJl:-' acquisition fielrL 
MAJ THOMAS J. ATKINSON, 

51?th TlanspU1'tatuJ!l Company 
(Alrno!1 DII,e! SIl}!]''''!' 

THE SPANISH·AMERICAN REVOLUTIONS, 1808·1826 
by John Lynch 433 Pages W W Norton & Co 
1973 $1500 

E\(ln if you are not Intere~ted III 
('limblllg the Andes \\Ith San ~Iartill, 

dashing through the Ilallos of Vene· 
zuela With Jose Antumn Paez. or p1'O­

eiHlmlllg lIberty for all American~ 

With Boltval' in Venezuela, Colombia 
and Peru, this volume belongs ill the 
repert'OIre of tho>e interested In Latin· 
American history. The events related 
in the S/lnll1sh-AlI1c1'1CGII Rei'a/Illums. 
1808-1826 occurred over 150 years ago. 
Yet> the discriminating reader will 
note in these pages the causes of much 
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of the,turmoil which plague., contem· 
porary Latin Amen('a. The introduc­
tion sU(,-l'Inctly outIine:-.. the economIC, 
intellectual and geopolitical events 
which preCipitated thoughts of na· 
twnaiism in Latin America during the 
la>t half of the 18th Century. The epl­
loglle puts into perspective the effect­
of the revolutions: 
... Thr 1 i~u' nurl fall of raur/Ufo ..... 

thr f/'('f[uf'uf turUn/ fI (If pN.,,{ldrnts, 

tile J(}lf'otcd flo/pes, tlif' .... ·Il .... '}IfIl:;lfJ}I 01 
CfllIstitlltl()US, fht' t'on.o.;,fant poldlral 

flamnlll, IIIn:.-dlcr/ u hU.-He' .~falJlllt!J and 
dntalJlltty 11I pn .. ·:f-wtienrllt!f'i1N' SfI-_ 

del!! wltieh /{/adl' Latin AJiIlTl('a our 

fJr fhr lrast 1 f'l'Olutl(Jual !I places lJl tlip 
".mld, Fm fh(s,/' 1/'('1'(' S1lp(I'jirwl 

dWIlf/c,..;. ,...,fru!l!llf·s {(II jJlIlI'C1' within 

the lulitlfl dass. facti final uot 1 crolu­
fiuna!'!! (,tJ}lfll(,t.",. and fltf'lI did Not af-
1f'('f flu' mas,,> (It th( people.. . Latm 
Am('rica .::f1l1 anaitcd-..,flll all'alt.'{­

t!/Usc fllrtltrl I (T(I[uf IfJII " II' . ..,(lela! 
structluf aud C(,OllrJJlllC O1qalllzallfJlI 

1l'"hllllf /I }IIClt if .... ludl')1cnti('}lcc 11I1I'{1 

} I malil ltlc(lIl1)Jlctr and Its lIferl .... '"'­
II/IJilll'd. 

Ret\\een the IlItl'Uductlf)ll and epl­
Ing-ilL'. Pl'()fe:,~ol' Lyneh relate~ the 
:-:.pread of cnntiIct and lllnependence 
throughollt the Spalll,.,h-Amenl'all em· 
pIl'e. nrgnlllzmg the material by geo­
graphic-,ll regiuns bet\\ een chapter", 
,wei ('hrunologlcally \\'Ithlll eal'h chap­
ter. A" he dl...:cu~...:e::> l~al'h region .llld 
It .... movement toward wdependence. 
Proft';,>;,>or L.\ Ill'h enllmel>ate~ the eco· 
1I0mH:. ;-.(ll'wl and p(llitlcal ad\alltHge~ 
alld disuci\antage:-. for the ruling 
e!Jte~. comprised uf Spalll~h-hol'n anri 
Amerlcan·born Spanmnls, for the 
mestizo:o;, progeny of I'aclal mi,:;;cegena­
tIOn between Spallianl~ and Inciians. 
fOI' the Indian' and for the ,la\'e- Im­
pOl"teci frum Africa. Thl:-. di~l'll:-.~ion 

III each chapter build, to the conrlll­
.... ion that all." benefit:-. Htl'l'lIcd from 
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the independence movementR were 
reaped br the rulipg eliteR and that 
economic alrd social readjustments 
are 8ti11 lacking in Latin America. 

While some readers might disagree 
with the philosophical l"onclueIOn pos­
itell by Professor Lynch. the volume 
m~rit:-> reacting for other reasons. [t 

l~ a well-balanced SOCInl, economic and 
pn1itil"al perspective of history. rather 
than a mere recitation of political and 
milItary developments of the revolu­
tional')" period. Further. it include, an 
extensh'e bibliographic essav divided 
aCl"nrding to geographiC'al ;'~glOn and 
:-pecial topic.... for tho~e who \yould 
pur:-:ue Hpeeific topir:-. in more detail. 
Filially. one is protnpted to ponder 
\\ hether 'llch phenomeua a' the ter­
l'ori .... t bombin!!,,, and kidnapPIng's of 
L'ontemporar~' At'gt'ntina, the recent 
guel'nlla Tupamaro movement in Cl'll­

gllay and the brief :'Ilarxlst e~peri­

ment termiwltp(l by a military coup 

III Chile are ,>'tnptClms of the lat~nt 

"flirt her revolutions" agalll~t the fiO­

cw1 and e(:onOnIll' ..... trllchll·e nf Latlll 
Amenca WhICh Pl'(lfe~<"nr Lynch sees 
as antecedent to a eomplete independ­
ellce III Latlll Amerlcl1. 
GARY L. SCIIILMOELLER. 

['Hi/,tl'sitl! rd l\an~as 

WAR TO THE DEATH: The Sieges of S~ragossa. 

1808·1809 by Raymond Rudorff. 278 Pages Mac, 
milian 1974 $895. 

The settlllg IS Spain in 1808. The 
Spani"h people explode In oppo,ition 
to the French. In all of Spain. there 
\\ ere only 8G.000 regular troops. 111-

eluding about 15.000 foreign merre­
ll:-ll'ie.s. ThIS Spanish Army was short 
of money. supplies and equiptnent; 
only the artillery was an effective 
foree. Yet .'Iapoleon suffered his first 
humilIation as Dupont's army surren­
dered to a Spanish force neal' Baylon, 

106 

Saragossa. sparsely populated an<\. 
poorer than most of Spain. became 
one of the first centers of resistance. 
Don Jose Palafax. local nobleman and 
member of the royal bodyguard. be­
CElme Sal'agossa's leader anrl \Va..:; soon 
a national hero. 

During the first siege. the city had 
no fortificatIOn::> anrl few regular mili~ 
tary. The fighting was vicious on both 
!"Idef', anrl the results reveal ho\\ a 
rletermuled, IIntrallled force can ~ty~ 

mie a .stronger, welJ-tl'Hllled enemy. 
Official French lo"ses were given at 
:3500, but th;s was consirlel'erl consel'\'w 
ntive. 

For the second siege. FI'anee sent 
Its \'ery best, but Sal'agos.sa now harl 
:32.000 regular troops with artillery. 
engineers and cavalry. The French 
had 40.000 infantry. :3500 cavalry. 
1000 engineers. sappers and miners 
and 1:32 !!"lIn". Before the battle began. 
both sirles were plagued With ~ickne~ .... 
and disease. In the bst two weeks of 
December. 10.000 Spanish troops were 
either ill or \\oul1lled, and an addi­
tional 1000 died in action. Spanish 
prisoners were not taken. Rather. the 
Spaniards fought to the death from 
l'OOftOps, underground or from roum 
to room. Minillg and cOllntel'mining 
became common. Finally. the city 
"hlrh \\ as the la,t SpmIish "tronghohl 
ill Spain surrendered: 

A.'i thr f/lnlS fell :-'lleut, djlil/!! 111('11 

and If'nmeu HtaY!I(,i'('t! unt (If J"uil1rd 

hous[s awl ccfluu; to dle in the opell, 
[/aspriJ[/ in rain for fresh ail in all 
atmosplir1'c pois(ltu'd by stnokr and the 
stench nf dccG!Jinu cnr}Jus ... 6000 
lwriier:: weI p roant('d m th(' stl edK. 

The conquerors described it "8 a 
horror to behold and believed it im· 
pORsjble that the city would ever re­
rover. Sotne 54.000 Spani,h, persons 
had died in a gigantic cetnetery that 
"as once a CIty. The reader will sym-
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pathize with the Spanish. It was a 
shame that such a dedicated grollp of 
people ~hould sacrifice so much only 
to lose in the end. Historically, the 
'battle was the tllrnmg pomt in Na­
poleon's career. The confidence of the 
French soldIer had been shaken, ne"er 
to recuver fllily. The em of total war 
had begllll. The buuk j, both entertalll­
lllg and rewaruing. I 
LTC CARL :11. PUTNAM, 

1/radqunl'f('1s, Forrr .... ('mnmanrl 

NAPOLEON'S LAST CAMPAIGN'IN GERMANY·IB13 
by F lorame Petre, Introduction by David G 
Chandler 403 Pages Hlppocrene Books 1974 
$1000 

Franri:-; Loraine Petre wrote thl~ 

book in ID12, and the l'eprInt in ID7.j 
confirms how ocholarl)' a job he dId a­
t! mIlitary hl:: ... torian. 

The study will be enjoyed by all 
who are attracted by the Napoleolllc 
period. One becomeo Immersed III the 
portrayal of battlefield pres,!,,'es and 
Il1 the daily BetIOni"' uf the corps and 
the fate of the commander,. The 
allthor set the prece,lent of analysis 
and l'ummentary by which a notable 
"':l'hooi of mUre l't:"cent Britl"h military 
hi~torian.s ha.-: become well-kno\\ n. 

Leipzig. Justly called "The Battle of 
the NatIOns," cllimmates the campaIgn 
lll\'ol"ing four major battles as Na­
poleon's opponenb, perforce, Allies 
bllt far from being a cohesive com­
mand, were learning better tacta':-:::. 
The l'haracter of war wag changing 
'" whole peoples beeame il1voll'ed ann 
f011ght a~ nations as uppo.seu to pre­
VIOL" battles by hired armies. It IS In­

teresting tn note t.pe extensive men­
tlon of artillery, thj, terrific losses a, 
nul. .... sef' of guns fired tOllnterbatter.\ 
at 700 yards and as varIOUS t~'pes of 
eHvalry swept oown on infantry tI',\"­
Il1g io hedgehog themsel"e, with cold 
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steel in their hollow sqllares, especially 
when 'hea"y rain left "hole regIment, 
with muskets \\ hieh wouhI not fire. 

The author rommenb that the em· 
pemr :-1apoleol1, th!'OlIgh political ob­
stinacy. beeamp the ma:-.tel' of the 
general Bonaparte. HIS mar-.:hals and 
generals ",ere beaten III detail", the 
",,,jened field of battle lIu longel' al­
lowed Napoleon':-- per:-.onal ~tyle of al'­
tion alld hIS centralized l'ommand to 
be effective. 

FUI·thel·mol'e, hi, per'ol1al Jllng. 
ment faIler! '" he lacked taelieal llltel­
iigenee and VlxllHiIzed enemy inten­
tIOn:::. wlthollt knn\\'lng the c<tI)abilitie:-: 
elf his own remote l'omm'llld:-., 
(,OL liERl.IA!,; W. W. LAr-;r,;;, 

FSA-Rrtlrrd 

BATTLE FOR THE BUNDU, The First World War in 
East Africa by Charles Miller 353 Page> Mac· 
milian 1974 $995 

ThiM booh. shn1l1d be l'eqllll"pd read­
IIlg fo}' any otIil'er \\ ho L'un-.:idel's him­
:-.elf a prc)fe:-':-'lCll1al. The author, who 
tl\.lveled ('~tell:-.i\·ely III AfI'Il'a alld h,h 

publI~het1 preVlOliS work:-. about the 
continent. ha..:, compiled a \ ery read­
able HlTOlillt uf ho\\ a :--maIl German 
Coloma I Arm.\ tied dr)\\ Ii a B1'ltl:-ih 
foree of Hl'ct}'!Y ~30.000 meJl for f01l1' 
n:'al'~. Eventually, thl"; small h,llld be­
came German} .~ only undefeated Ilrmy 
In World War L 

Fu}' the ~tl'ategl:-:t. the bouk PI'Cl­

\'Idp~ ;I viyid e:...ample of ho\\ not to 
lo:-.e :-.lght of natIOnal aim~ in a ('Oll­

tliet The tactieIan I." offererl a pleth­
ora of e~ample .... of muddled ml:-;::'101l 
... tatements, poor le'-HIl'r~hlp, faulty in­
telligent'e aun efforts to fight a "morl­
ern" war in a not ~o modern environ­
ment. Battlf' "ll the Hlollin ha~ auo\e­
average map COY8rage. However, the 
"tfit'er may well haw to supplement 
the toverage with a fe\\ lal'ge-":L"ale 
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map' to follo,,- the nay,-ative more 
prech::elv. 

The book i ~ lnot wI'thnut omjsslon~: 
the author ,"perficiall)- covers the 
German Llllit organization ano logisti­
cal Ry"tern. He dne~ not ui::;CllRS how 
Von Letto\\ -\'orbeek, the German 
l'ommander. f' ... errJo;;po. hi:-:. command 
01~ hm\ hi";;' intellif!'Pllt'P nd operated. 
Such IlIttv'gritty l'nuld have ueen co\'­
L'l'ccl ill Ulle of the l'h"pter~. permlt­
tlIlg tIll::' l'a-.ual I t'i.Hh.'r to bY-Ilct:--:-. It. 

hut It \\nuld allow the mIlitary render 
to if'arn a gl eat deal 

nntflr (fir fli( HUI/t/If \\ ill ~tand 011 

my :-:helf H" one of the better mIlItary 
houk ... to ha\ e been l'elea ... erl In the 
1<1:--t fOlll' or fi\'c ,\'cal';--. 

ilIA_I lOll" I\. III'HAlm. 
l'S AlII/If Alll)1)1 (/~/fl /',:nuolfll 

Hoard 

ARMAGEDDON IN THE MIDDLE EAST by Dana Adam, 
Schm,dt 269 Page, JOhn Day Co 1974 $895 . 

\\'nttell with l'tlmmt'ndahle obJec­
tiVity, Dalla Adam .... ;;'::'l,hmlflt. fnr m:lllr 

.\ pal" fOl'PlgII l'lIITe .... pfll1dt'nt for the 
('If! , ... tllill .I...,'f·1f f/f, JIll/lltll} and for 
Till X, /I' r,d!; Tn}!, .~, tell..., of the a...,­
plr!ttlon .... and fru .... tratinib m!ltivHtln}r 

both .... Hll' :-, nf t}ll' ...;e\I-.'l'al AralJ-braeh 
l'outlld.... Thl .... \Illume IlllI...,trnte~ tht' 
hlghe~t It:'\el of IHrlfl-., ........ ional Journnl­
I,m with<lut the ,hort-of-breath ex­
l'ltpment or the Pdt than advocacy so 
tlftt'll l'mpl!l\·ed III n'purtlllg on j.llr1r1lp 
Ea:-:tel'll l"ellll'rent cri .... e ..... 

The tangled \\eb nf Il11COll\'entiun:d 
dipinman' and the e4uall~ 1111Ol'thndu.:\. 
applH:atwll of tel'l'on ..... m III Plll':--lIlt of 
what a1 e t':-,. .... enti,tlb pohtll'al goals 1:-­
rndde deal'. In thi!'- context, the poli­
cies of the Pale,tlnwns and the 
tactk:-. (If the l'ommi.lJId(h are under­
,talld,lule, The author Itlennfies and 
evaluate.... ZlO!1lSm ~ he explores the 
"striking ,imilarities in the tradl-

lOB 

tlOnal law of the Jews, and that of the 
Moslems," He does not ignore the ac­
tualities and the potentialities of the 
"oil ",eapon" and Its application to 
'" A TO and to the United States, He 
tel1, of the ebu and flO\, of the arm, 
race and of the distant go\'ernment..;; 
that participate In it. 

Schmidt b generOl" ill crediting 
former Seeretary of State Roger,' 
propMub for ,ettling the longstanrl­
ing r11f.pllte:-., He a:-.serts that only the 
great po\\'ers "ol'ldllg together CAn 
ureak the \'1('1011[-. circle of aggre~sioll, 
threats a]](1 retaliatIOn, lie conc1urle~ 
that new bordel" between 18roel awl 
the HllTPunding Arab countries ,hOllld 
he gual'allteed hy the SO\leb alld the 
Amfll'll'dn~. If there Cll'e further b~lt­

tie, betweell the Arab, and I'raelt" 
he eXl'eet" that the latter \\ III "'Ill aI­
heit eaL'h time Ie:"' .... deei .. dHlly and at 
gol c.lter eo:-.t. 

WILLARD F. I:ARHER, 
l"'U/'f"I.<:.1f1/ fit .lIn I If/nor! 

AMERICAN fOREIGN POLICY_Expanded EditIOn b~ 

Henry A K'lStnger 304 Pages W W Norton & 
Co 1974 $695 

It :-.eem:-. c1e.a1' that profe:--:-'lOlwl .... 01-
(iler ... 0\\ e It to themselve .... to keep 
,lbren .... t of not onl,\' the e\'ellb, but' 
al:-:n the fnundatHH1:-' of Amerll'fln fol'­
elgll pohcy. III thl' book, :Ill' KI"lllger 
lay;-. the foundatIOn in two e~:-.Cly:-.. one 
l';:dled "Dome~tlc Structure and Fol'­
"Igll Polky," the other, "Centl'al 1,­
:-.lIes of American Foreign Policy." 
He. then, III a collectIon of :-.peeehe:-. 
awl other essay:-:, ranglllg ill :-.lIbject 
from SALT through Europe to the 
.\licldle EaRt, goes Oil to show how ]lol­
ll',' de,-elopR, 

There have been, of I:Ollr;-.e, mHJOl 
e,'entR Rlnce 21 December la73, the 
rlate of the hlRt speech III thi, book: 
we have a new President. the energy 
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and food criseR have been "discov­
erect," anel the \Ve:-;t i"1 in economic 
trollble. Nevertheless. this book offers 
an excellent starting pOint for a ,tudy 
of the L'S ,,"arId positIOn., 

This book offers the reader t\\'o 
other opportllnities for thought. First, 
KI:-::singer'~ essay on the interplay be­
t\\ ('eB dome:-.tll' structure nnd foreign 
fluht'v offers some keen in:";lg'hts lI1to 
the Impart of ,,,lmltlist'ra!I\'e struc­
ture and leadership ,tyle which any 
milItary lommander or t->taff otfker 
l'Qult!. with rellectlOn, find seminal. 
Second, It ,hould be rna,! ItIterestlng 
to compare KI-;~lnger the statesman. 
under thE' pre:falre of event::-:, \vith 
Kbsinger the acatiemlc, analyzing and 
commenting upon American fhrelgn 
policy. 

The buok's major weakne~:-.. that Its 

:-tt IIctUI ('-a collection of e~:-,ay:, and 
.... peeche:-.- -lead .... to much repetition, I~ 

not :->u "1evere that I \\'ouin Hut recum­

mend It tu member~ of a profes-';lOll 
that is, after all, very much lllvolwd 
With Ampne:Ul foreign pollcy. 
CPT IIARTMVT H. LAU. 

/){'IJal tmult fir Hu·,tn1"Y. CS.lfA 

THE MEMOIRS OF HENRY HETH. Edited by James 
l MOrrison 303 Pages Greenwood Press 1974 
$1395 

Se\eral trend" appeal' evident In 
ClllTent Civil War hlstol'lography. One 
IS III the ,i1rectlOn of ,cholarly regi­
mental hislorips \\ Ith a strong s{)l'ial 
ol'lentntIOH; another i~ the ~lll'fH('ing 

of secoudary character< for ,tudy. 
Both fill Ollt the t'UITen! picture of 
('ivil War times. 

Morrison's edition of the Heth 
memoirs is an example of the latter. 
Although the Beth manuscript has 
been available for many years-Doug­
las Southall Freeman used it effec-
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\I\'ely to prepare his monumental bi­
ograIJh~' of Rohert E. Lee-iVlorrison 
makes It aVaIlable on a genend h,l .... i ... 
for the fir.'t time in pl'lnt. Thi, book 
I"; :l mtl~t for ~tudent:-; of military 
hbtorr 

Henry Beth han a ,light tendellC" 
to relate ~econdhand aCl'ounts of 
C\'f'nt:-. ;1<'; hi.;:, \1\\ n eye\\ Itne~,s deSCrIp­
tion" when the:-.e \'e}'~illn~ touched 
IIpon hi"'; reputation or mtere"t:--- il 

human falling ,'OmmOIl ttl many mrm-
011":- .md u!ltobiogl <lphie... ::\foITI .... ClIl· ... 

,t'hlll'lI',hlp pOint, thi, (Jut ,1I11i Ingh­
light:-:- :-;edl(ln'" \\ here Beth· .... rel'ollel­
tH111 .... lPntlid \\ Ith oflit'l,d records. 
other nal'ratl\C'.";. 01' lurrent mterpre­
tatlOns, therehY adding tn the l'harm 
<lnd \:.dul' of the book. 

Of partll'ul.lr Hltere~t til :-tLldent...; 
f)f hl ... tnl'\· an' Beth· ... aceollnt-.: of life 
In the Arm) ann the Cmteri State< 
hefore dnd after the ('1\ il War. HI, 
pOI trayal of milltary frontier life in 
thp IH30...: i .... all lll\"altlabl~ addItIOn to 
elll1' urlCler .... talldl11g' of \\e:-;twnrri e'\.-
pan";'lOTl. and hJ:'~ memol'lE'S of e\ pnt .... 
during and aft!;'r necnll ... tructlOli Illu­
mInate tho,,~ tumllltlloll:- times. 

::\lorl'i~on's introductory p..:"ay on 
Beth the man, Indian fighter, ('nnfed­
l'l'ate g~l1l'ral .tIld loyal Yirginian. i .... 
a nI<I:-terplel'e of :-'l'hoiar:-.hip ..... ubtll, 
\\ It and graceful wntlllg'. m~rreri tlnl~ 
,lightly by ,I qllillnt llla, again:,( We,t 
Pnintp},:-;. Beth \\a:-. .t \rt'~t Pointe!. 
hul, I1ke :lIn]']'] ")]1, he \\i" ai," a \-1]" 

g'!I1ian. The bonk ha" mel'! t IIi that 
elthel' the blogl'.lphll'al e .... sa\· or thl' 
memOlI'S propel' l'ould :--tand alone. 
:'o:onethele", they complement each 
other \"CI':'-: \\ ell in their current .J1l'\.ta­

pm-ntmH. l\iOl'1'i:-'Ol1 de.serve:-; congratu­
latiolls fill' hiS Impeccable ,cholarshlp, 
efforl and achievement. 
MA,) W. SCOTT DILLARD, 

Office of the Deputy Chi,'! 01 Staff 
(0" J!ililal y Operatiou" 
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NEW BOOKS RECEIVED 

ADMIRAL OF THE NEW EMPI~E: The Lile arid Career 
01 George Dewey by Ronald Spector. 220 Pages 
Lo",slana State University Press 1974 $10 00 
ASTRONAUTICS AND AERONAUTICS, 1972: Chro· 
nology 01 Science, Technology, and Policy. Text 
by Science and Technology D,V,Sion, Library of 
Congress 580 Pages US Government PrlOtlng 
Office. 1974. $485 
AGAINST THE TIDE: The Argument in Favor 01 the 
AmerICan Soldier by Colonel Peter B Petersen 
288 Pages Arlington House 1974. $995 
ALMANAC OF LIBERTY· A Chronology of Amellcan 
Military Anniversaries From 1775 to the Present 
by Benjamin F Schemmer and the Editors of 
Armed Forces Journal 262 Pages Maclmllan 1974 
$1595 
BELLAMY PARK. MemollS by Bngadier General 
Bradford Grethen Chynoweth, US Army Retlled 301 
Pages EXPosltron Press 1975 $10 00 
BRITISH ESCORT SHIPS by TrevD! Lenton 64 
Pages Arco Publishing CD. 1974 $595 cloth· 
bound $3 95 paperbound 
CHIEF DFSTAFF: The Dialles 01 Lieutenant·General 
Sir Henry Pownall· Volume Two, 1940·1944. Edited 
by Brran Bond 216 Pages Shoe String Press 
1974 $1450 , 
COUNTRIES OF THE WORLD: Dfficlal Background 
Notes of the U.S. Department of State Covering 
Contemporary Political and Economic Conditions, 
Government PoliCies and Personnel, Political 
Parties, Religion, History, E~ucation, Press, Radio 
and TV, and Dther Characteristics of Each Nation. 
Reproduced from the Department of State's ··Back· 
ground Notes" Series 950 Pages Gale Research 
Press 1974 $1250 
COUP!: Allende's Last Day by Jose Manuel Vergara 
and FlorenCla Varas 182 Pages Stein & Day 
1974 $795 
THE CROUCHING FUTURE: International Politics 
and U.S. Foreign Policy-A Forecast by Roger 
Hllsman 666 Pages Doubleday & Co 1975 
$.1250 
DIE GESCHICHTE DER OEUTSCHEN PANZERWAFFE, 
19161945 by General Walter K. Nehrmg 393 
Pages Motorbuchverlag 1974. $12.80 
THE THRESHER DISASTER: The Most Tragic Dive 
in Submarine HIStory by John Bentley 372 Pages 
Doubleday & Co 1974/1975. $895 

BECOMING MODERN: Individual Change in Six De· 
veloping Countries by Alex Inkel.s and DaVid 
Horton Smith. 437 Pages. Harvard UniverSity 
Press. 1974. $15.00. 
GENERAL MAURICE SARRAIL, 1856·1929: The French 
Army and Left·Wing Politics by Jan Karl Tanen· 
baum. 300 Pages. UniverSity 01 North Carolina 
Press. 1974. $1295. 
THE GREAT NAVAL RACE by Peter Padfield 382 
Pages. DaVid McKay. 1974. $11.95. 
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